Dear Students and Parents, 			

Welcome Back from what we hope was an enjoyable [image: Image result for rainbow clipart]summer.  The 2021-2022 school year at TMS will be filled with new challenges and exciting learning experiences.  
As 8th grade Earth Science students you will be entering a time of positive growth and academic changes unlike any other. 

In order to meet the high goals we have established for this year, it is essential to work together.  Please take time to read and review the following contract with an adult at home.  This letter asks you to review and understand all classroom rules and grading policies that will be in effect for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Please review this syllabus, sign, detach & upload the final page to Google Classroom school by Tuesday, September 14, 2021.
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Class Conduct
	1.  Be courteous and respectful to others – In other words, treat others as you would like to be treated.  Please respect the feelings of everyone around you. 

	2.  Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak – When possible, everyone will receive their turn to contribute to the class.  However, we must first respect those who are speaking, whether it is the teacher, an administrator or a classmate. 

	3.  Be prepared for class – Being prepared means having your completed homework, binder and a writing implement on your desk when the bell rings. All other materials should be under your desk. 

	4.  Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise – Please sharpen pencils and dispose of any trash before the bell rings. 

	5.  Follow directions the first time they are given – Please pay attention to all directions when they are first given. 
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Grading Policy
	Tests:  40% 
	Quizzes: 25% 
	Lab Activities: 25% 
	Homework: 10%
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[image: Image result for astronomy kids clipart]Supplies needed every day:  Science binder with loose leaf paper, dividers (5 insertable tabs or “post-it” types) and folder, writing instruments (pen, #2 pencil, eraser, white-out and highlighter), a ruler, pencil case, ear buds, pack of tissues, and student planner.  
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	Supplies to be kept in the classroom: 
Expanding organizer/ Accordion Folder- holds letter size paper; a pack of 3x5 index cards; a pack of markers, colored pencils or crayons; glue, tape, scissors, reinforcements – to protect loose-leaf paper. 
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Students are responsible to make up all missed work due to absences.  If possible, arrange to have a class study buddy, who can inform you of missed notes or work on days of absences. Work not made up in the same number of days the student was absent, will result in zero’s, lowering their grade. 
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Daily homework, announcements, projects and other classwork will always be posted in class and Google Classroom. It is your child’s responsibility to copy it into their planner at the beginning of class and keep track of due dates. 
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  Tests/Quizzes:  Written assignments will be given to assess knowledge of a concept, chapter or unit.  Quizzes may be given as frequently as once a week, and may or may not be announced (unannounced quiz = “pop quiz”).  
All tests will be announced ahead of time so each student may prepare adequately.
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Binder:  Students should bring all current science work to class in a 3-ring binder.  All work for the marking period should be kept in your binder until we have a binder clean out day in class. This will occur after the conclusion of each test. 
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Students are expected to complete ALL assignments on time and to have them in class (No trips to lockers will be permitted after class has started).  Late assignments may be handed in one day late from the date assigned.  
These will be accepted for half credit.

[image: ]Frequent bathroom trips impede on classroom time, so please try to use the bathroom in passing time between classes or during the first 5 minutes of class unless an emergency arises. Students must always sign out and use the pass at the side of the room.  




[image: ]Policies
	1.  Lateness – Lateness to class will not be tolerated.  All students must be in the classroom when the bell rings to be considered on time.  
	
	2.  School rules – All school policies will be enforced in the classroom.  
This includes, but is not limited to, the policies regarding hats, dress code, cellular phones, music devices, gaming devices, gum, etc.  Cell phones will not be permitted in class.  Please review the school policies outlined in your student planners.  
	
	3.  Gum chewing - Gum chewing will not be tolerated in class since it inevitably winds up under tables and chairs, on the floor and inappropriately placed on other surfaces.  
	
	4.  Plagiarism - Submitting any work that is not in your own words is considered to be plagiarism.  Copying homework, cheating on a test, and copying and pasting directly from the internet or a publication are acts that constitute this offense.  Any student who has been found to participate in any capacity in these activities will receive a zero on the assignment in question and a parent phone call/email.  Subsequent offenses will follow the Honor Code guidelines and will be brought to the attention of the Supervisor of Students. 
	
	5.  Technology – Student must get permission from Ms. Go prior to using any technology in the classroom.  This includes, but is not limited to, tablets, iPads, and laptops. No cell phones/smart phones will be permitted in the classroom!
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I am available for extra help before and after school. Students should come see me to set up a convenient time and obtain a pass if necessary.  

[image: Image result for oceanography clipart]Please feel free to contact me via e-mail: mgo@tenafly.k12.nj.us 
This is the fastest way to reach me and for me to respond.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation!  
I look forward to working with you throughout the year!

Ms. Go 




Return only this signed page by Tuesday, September 14


I have reviewed the classroom policy and syllabus with my child and we both understand what is expected of him / her this year.

Period ___________


_______________________________________________________
Student Name (Print)

X______________________________________________________
Student Signature




_______________________________________________________
Parent Name (Print)

X______________________________________________________
Parent / Guardian Signature 		


Parent email: _______________________________________________________
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