What is Responsive Classroom? 
One underlying belief of The Responsive Classroom approach is that it is important to know children individually, culturally, and developmentally.  When teachers take the time to observe and understand the children, they can make decisions about curriculum, classroom organization, classroom management, and discipline that allow all children to reach their full potential.  Another underlying belief is that academic learning happens best within a positive social context; therefore in the Responsive Classroom approach much attention is paid to helping children develop positive social skills. The Responsive Classroom is also a place where we value responsible community membership and we strive to balance the needs of the individual with the needs of the community.
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* The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum.

* How children learn is as important as what they learn: process and content go hand in hand.

* The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction.

* There is a specific set of social skills that children need to learn and practice in order to be successful academically and socially.

C - Cooperation
A - Assertion
R - Responsibility
E - Empathy
S - Self-Control

* Knowing the children we teach - individually, culturally, and developmentally is as important as knowing the content we teach.

* Knowing the families of the children we teach is as important as knowing the children we teach.

* How we, the adults at school, work together is as important as our individual competence: lasting change begins with the adult community.
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