School Council Minutes
February 29, 2016
In attendance:






Unable to attend:
Mark Wilson, Principal




Peg Lynn, Teacher
Cheri Armstrong, Teacher
Janet Our, Parent

Joy Jordan, Parent

Kimberly Robbins, Parent

The meeting opened with attendees reviewing and unanimously approving the minutes from the School Council meeting on 1.25.16
The meeting continued with attendees receiving an update on MRMS’ school-wide “SHARK” initiative to strengthen student citizenship and leadership. The council members reviewed the names of the recipients who had received “shark shout-outs” to date, and approved an enhancement to the program that will provide a monogrammed fleece sweatshirt and special privileges to students who earn five “shark shout-outs”.
The discussion topic shifted to council members considering a proposal that would result in MRMS hosting an “end-of-year” student award and recognition event. School Council members unanimously agreed that an “end-of-year” student recognition event is needed, and asked the school admin to make sure students in all three grades were eligible to receive recognition. The council members reviewed a set of proposed awards and their respective eligibility criteria. Joy Jordan will be the lead person working on resurrecting the Brooks Medal, with the goal that the medal can be awarded to any deserving Monomoy 7th grade student, regardless of town of residency. If this is not possible, the school council would like to see a parallel tradition established for Chatham students (and potentially school choice students).

The council turned its attention to “academic integrity”, discussing student learning outcomes with regard to MRMS Foreign Language instruction. The school council was unanimous in its perspective that foreign language instruction at grade five could be replaced by an integrated 21st century technology / study skills course.

The council would also like to see a more robust STEM program, with a dedicated STEM instructor and curriculum at each grade level and more time-on-learning for STEM instruction at each grade level. School admin will: explore how to protect time within the master schedule; take a look at various proposals to expand the STEM curriculum; and determine how to allocate staffing to support the expanded role of STEM education at MRMS.

Council members were reminded that there will be a PARCC informational meeting for parents on Thursday, March 3rd from 6:30 to 7:30 PM at the middle school library.

They were also reminded to generate specific goals they would like to see reflected in the School Improvement Plan. This task is homework in preparation for the next meeting on Monday, March 28th.
