School Council Minutes
March 28, 2016
Present:





Unavailable:
Mark Wilson, Principal



Cheri Armstrong, Teacher
Peg Lynn, Teacher

Janet Our, Parent


Joy Jordan, Parent

Kimberly Robbins, Parent

Donna Richardson, Guest

The meeting opened with attendees reviewing and unanimously approving the minutes from the School Council meeting on 2.29.16

The meeting continued with attendees receiving an update on the MRMS “SHARK” initiative. The school council members noted and appreciated the wide-spread student and teacher participation, especially in grades five and six, and commended those students who have earned “SHARK citizenship” status by receiving all twenty signatures. 
The discussions shifted to the “end-of-year” student award and recognition event, with school council members reviewing the proposed listing of awards, eligibility criteria, and sponsors, and expressing support for ensuring students in all three grades are eligible to receive recognition. The school council appointed Kim Robbins to contact the Eldredge Library to see if they will sponsor a parallel tradition to the Brooks Medal so students from both sending towns have a dedicated award. 

The meeting continued with school committee members receiving a briefing on the school’s efforts to connect MRMS students with authentic scientific research opportunities through partnerships with local NPOs. Partnerships currently being pursued are a “water quality monitoring” program with the Center for Coastal Studies, and a vernal pool construction and monitoring project with Chatham Conservation Foundation and the Massachusetts Audubon Society.
The meeting continued with school committee members reviewing some of the key outcomes identified by staff earlier in the year, and considering whether these outcomes can be reflected in a potential school-wide identity such as environmental stewardship, world citizenship, social justice, etc., that could serve as themes to guide decision-making around school improvement planning / budgetary allocation.
The meeting continued with School Council members discussing the school improvement plan. The members emphasized the importance of establishing and maintaining school-community partnerships, of improving school-to-home and school-to-community communications, of strengthening our public relations efforts to keep students in district and attract school choice students, and establishing MRMS traditions and celebrations.

The meeting concluded with School Council members setting April 25, 2016 as its next meeting date. 
