School Council Minutes
April 25, 2016
In attendance:




Unavailable:

Mark Wilson, Principal


Joy Jordan, Parent

Cheri Armstrong, Teacher


Kimberly Robbins, Parent

Peg Lynn, Teacher
Janet Our, Parent


The meeting opened with school council members reviewing and approving the minutes from the School Council meeting on 3.28.16.
The meeting continued with School Council members reviewing and discussing the draft MRMS School Improvement Plan. School Council member Cheri Armstrong requested that the SIP for CURRICULUM include specific actions for developing a grade level Scope and Sequence for each content area, along with a Curriculum Map. School Council members concurred. Joy Jordan, via email, requested that the SIP for COMMUNICATION include specific actions to improve the school’s use of ASPEN as a communication tool and to strengthen the membership and role of the MRMS Parents Group. School Council members concurred. Peg Lynn praised the SIP for its overall clarity and vision, and sought clarification regarding the additional instruction that will be provided to struggling learners through the differentiated master schedule and/or formally scheduled intervention and enrichment classes.  

School Council members asked for clarification around which course in grade 5 would be eliminated to provide time within the schedule for grade 5 students to receive a foundational course in Google Classroom, keyboarding skills, and organizational strategies. The SC expressed its unanimous support for eliminating foreign language instruction at grade 5 to support the shift to a one-to-one Chromebook initiative.

The meeting continued with School Council receiving an update on plans for “Monomoy Shark Field Day” scheduled for Tuesday, June 21st. School Council member Cheri Armstrong is contacting the Chatham Fire Department about the grills and cooking.  Sergeant Massey has confirmed police officers will cook on that day, with lunch served from 11:00 to 12:30. 
The discussion shifted to the end-of-year award ceremony. School Council members applauded Kim Robbins for successfully establishing a parallel medal to the Brooks Medal. The Medal, which shall be called the Marcellus Eldredge Medal, will be awarded to a Chatham student who “embodies the qualities of academic success, good citizenship, and peer leadership, and consistently exhibits these behaviors to his or her peers and teachers. This Monomoy student exemplifies the values of courage, honesty, respectfulness, and responsibility at a Middle School level.”

The discussion shifted to school council members receiving a briefing on civic learning and engagement initiatives at the state and local levels. School Council members received – via email, executive summaries of MA’s revised definition of college and career readiness, and a copy of “Turning the Tide”, a college admissions document that signals a potential shift in expectations for college applications / acceptances.
The school council set its next meeting date as a SPECIAL MEETING for Monday, May 2nd from 3:30 to 4:30 PM at MRMS. The sole agenda item will be to revise and approve the MRMS School Improvement Plan, which will be presented to School Committee at its May 18th meeting. 
