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The following items are contained in the March 2, 2011 Special Meeting Minutes:

1. Longport Tuition Contract for the 2011-12 School Year
2. Atlantic City Tuition Contract for the 2011-12 School Year
3. Approve the Proposed 2011-2012 Margate School District Budget

4. Resolution Fixing the Sum to be Raised by Tax Levy for the 2011-12 School Year
5. Resolution to Set Maximum Travel Expenditure Limits
6. Use of the William H. Ross School as a Voting Site.

7. Public Participation.

8. Final Decision by the State of New Jersey Government Records Council

9. Executive Session

10. Authorization of Response Letter to Commissioner Campbell

11. Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.
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A Special Meeting of the Margate City Board of Education was called to order at 6:30 P.M. on March 2, 2011 by Christopher Storcella in the cafeteria of the William H. Ross, Margate, New Jersey.

Certification of Notice:  

The Board Secretary announced that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided and read the following Certification Notice:


I, Susan E. Palaia, Secretary of the Margate City Board of Education hereby certifies:



On February 27, 2011, a notice of this meeting was posted on the district website, the bulletin board in the Board of Education Administration Office, the Eugene A. Tighe School, the Union Avenue School, the William H Ross, III School and advertised in the Press. 

Roll Call - 
Members Present: 
Mr. Christopher Storcella, President, Mrs. Linda Levitt 








Doyle, Vice-President (arrived 6:50), Mrs. Renee Bell,







Mr. Brad Jacobson, Mr. Christopher Koch, 







Mrs. Joanne Kulzer, Mr. J.B. Sless 


Members Absent:

None 


Others Present:     
Dr. Theresa DeFranco, Superintendent; Susan Palaia, Board Secretary, Mr. Rob Muccilli, Attorney with Capehart and Scatchard; Mrs. Lynn Baumgardner, Longport Representative
Longport Tuition Contract for the 2011-12 School Year:


Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve a tuition contract with the Longport Board of Education for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $699,453 less a tuition adjustment for the 2009-10 school years of $32,955 for a total cost of $666,498 calculated as follows:
	Grade Level
	# Students
	Tuition Rate
	Budgeted Revenue

	
	
	
	

	Kindergarten
	6
	$11,967
	$  71,802

	First – Fifth
	25
	$15,051
	376,275

	Sixth - Eighth
	16
	$15,711
	251,376

	Total
	47
	
	$699,453

	Less Tuition Adjustment
	
	
	32,955

	
	
	
	$666,498


Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
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Atlantic City Tuition Contract for the 2011-12 School Year:

Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve tuition contracts with Atlantic 
City Board of Education for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $2,154,954 for regular 
education students and $431,444 for special education students less a tuition adjustment for the

2009-10 school years of $740,138 for a total cost of $1,846,260:
	
	# Students
	Tuition Rate
	Budgeted Revenue

	
	
	
	

	Regular Students 9th – 12th
	102
	$21,127
	$  2,154,954

	Special Education 9th – 12th
	13
	$33,188
	431,444

	Total
	115
	
	$2,586,398

	Less Tuition Adjustment
	
	
	740,138

	
	
	
	$1,846,260


Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
Proposed 2011-2012 Margate School District Budget:

Mr. Storcella reviewed the process for approval and adoption of the school budget. He noted that the board is required to approve preliminary budget and submit it for review to the Executive County Superintendent by March 4, 2011. Mr. Storcella highlighted several areas of the proposed budget including increases in per student tuition costs from Atlantic City School District and Charter Tech. He noted that the proposed budget includes a flat tax levy. 

Mrs. Palaia commented that after the proposed budget has received approval from the Executive County Superintendent it will be published in the Press, posted on the district’s website and available in the board office for public review. 

Mr. Storcella noted that this year (2011-2012) there is no increase in the tax levy, last year (2010-2011) the board was required to ask for a 5.5% tax increase because of the one million dollars in funding that was reduced, the year before that (2009-2010) the district gave back to the citizens $186,000, and for the two years prior to that (2008-2009 and 2007-2008) there was a zero tax levy increase. Mr. Storcella commented that the budget committee (Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Brad Jacobson and Mr. Storcella) has reviewed the proposed budget and are recommending its approval for submission to the county.


Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve submission of the Proposed 2011-2012 Margate City School District Budget to the Atlantic County Executive Superintendent for his review, attached as Exhibit # 1, pages 17,460 – 17,463. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
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Resolution Fixing the Sum to be Raised by Tax Levy for the 2011-12 School Year:

Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve a resolution fixing the sum to be raised by Local Tax Levy for the 2011-12 School District budget attached as Exhibit # 2, page 17,464. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
<Mrs. Levitt Doyle arrived> 

Resolution to Set Maximum Travel Expenditure Limits:

Motion by Mr. Sless, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve a resolution to set maximum travel expenditure limits as required by Section 15, Chapter 53, P.L. 2007. Attached as Exhibit # 3, page 17,465. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle,



Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
Use of the William H. Ross School as a Voting Site:



Motion by Mrs. Bell, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve the use of the William H. Ross School as a voting site effective June 7, 2011 which would be after the May 2011Municipal Election. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle,



Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
Public Participation:



Mrs. Simon asked if there is any income anticipated from Union Avenue School for this coming school budget. Mr. Storcella indicated that the budget does not anticipate any revenue from Union Avenue School. He noted that the Union Avenue School Repurposing Committee, consisting of Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Linda Levitt Doyle, Mr. JB Sless (committee chairman), has been formed and that the first meeting of the committee with the Mayor occurred last night.


Mrs. Simon asked if monies were reserved with respect to ISS. Mr. Storcella responded that they were. Mrs. Simon questioned if more legal fees have been budgeted in anticipation of potential litigation. Mr. Storcella indicated that this issue should wait until the budget is approved for public review by the county.  



Mrs. Simon questioned why the Mayor was included in the Union Avenue School Repurposing Committee meeting. Mr. Storcella responded that the Mayor had sent a letter, as a result of the discussion held during the last Board of School Estimate meeting. 
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Final Decision by the State of New Jersey Government Records Council:

Mr. Storcella read the final decision by the State of New Jersey Government Records Council for the complaint filed by Sharon Simon against the Margate City School District attached to these minutes as Exhibit # 4, pages 17,466 – 17,467. The final decision letter indicated the Council unanimously found in favor of the Margate City School District.
Executive Session:

Upon motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mr. Koch, the board unanimously agreed to go into Executive Session at 7:00 P.M. for the purposes to discuss and receive the advice of counsel on anticipated ligation with ISS, Inc. 

Upon motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mrs. Kulzer, the board unanimously agreed to reconvene the meeting at 8:00 P.M.

Authorization of Response Letter to Commissioner Campbell:


Mr. Storcella announced that he received a letter on February 24, 2011 which was dated February 22, 2011 from Commissioner Campbell. Mr. Storcella noted that the letter contained a number of questions and a copy of the letter was provided to each board. Mr. Storcella distributed a copy of a draft response to the letter for the board members to review. After the board’s review of the drafted response letter discussion was held on additional revisions. 

Mr. Jacobson commented that Commissioner Campbell sent the letter as representing himself as a commissioner of Margate and he supported this particular board as an appointed board as he became Commissioner to keep politics out of our school district. By doing what he did, writing the board a letter and then following it up, as a political stone, by sending it as a letter to the editor is terrible.  Mr. Jacobson indicated that this shows to him personally, Mr. Campbell’s inability to effectively communicate with the board. Mr. Jacobson indicated that Commissioner Campbell has had many opportunities at school board meetings and board of school estimate meetings to voice his opinions and for the Commissioner to use a newspaper as leverage to make the board have to explain our fiscal management of this budget is beyond him. He also noted that the Commissioner is running along with someone, who for the past four months has not presented any types of financials from the Home and School Association. 

Mr. Storcella noted that the letter is a product of Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle and himself. He noted that Dr. DeFranco had input and Mrs. Palaia provided all the information that was needed. 


Mr. Koch recommended that since the Commissioner’s letter was released to media the board should also release our response to the media so the same people will have the opportunity to read the board’s response.


Mrs. Levitt Doyle noted the short timeframe in between Mr. Campbell’s letter and the board’s preparation of a response. She indicated that as soon as Mr. Storcella was in receipt of the letter they started working a response which is extremely comprehensive and includes attachments. 
She noted that as the Commissioner should be aware, since he was a board of education member, Mr. Storcella would need to get approval from the board before sending a response and did know why the Commissioner felt he needed to expedite his letter by putting it in the Press.
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Authorization of Response Letter to Commissioner Campbell: (Continued)

Mr. Jacobson asked if the board’s response letter could be posted on the district’s website. Mr. Storcella replied that it could but suggested it not be posted until it is delivered to Mr. Campbell.


Mr. Sless noted that it was less than a week between the date that the Commissioner’s letter was delivered to Mr. Storcella on February 24, 2011, and March 1, 2011, the date that the letter to the editor was published on-line. He noted it is March 2, 2011 and the board has a prepared a comprehensive draft. He added that it is concerning that the board was not, as a professional courtesy, allowed a reasonable amount of time to reply. He noted that hopefully at the next board of school estimate meeting the Commissioners will attend in good faith and be ready to do some serious business.    


Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to authorize Mr. Storcella to execute, sign and send the letter in response to Commissioner Campbell’s letter dated February 22, 2011. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle,



Mr. Storcella

Nays:

None
Adjournment:

The board unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 P.M.


Respectfully submitted,


Susan E. Palaia


Board Secretary/SBA 

