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The Regular Meeting of the Margate City Board of Education was called to order at 6:30 P.M. on, November 10, 2010, by President, Mr. Christopher Storcella, in the William H Ross School All-purpose Room, Margate, New Jersey.
Certification of Notice:  

Susan Palaia, Board Secretary, announced that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided and read the following Certification Notice:
On May 20, 2010, a notice of this meeting was posted on the district website, the bulletin board in the Board of Education Administration Office, the Eugene A. Tighe School, the William H Ross III School and mailed to the City Clerk and advertised in the Press.
Roll Call - 
Members Present: 
Mr. Christopher Storcella, President, 







Mrs. Linda Levitt Doyle, Vice President, 








Mrs. Renee Bell, Mr. Brad Jacobson, Mr. Christopher Koch, 








Mrs. Joanne Kulzer, Mr. J.B. Sless


Members Absent:

None


Others Present:     
Dr. DeFranco, Superintendent, Susan Palaia, Board 








Secretary/School Business Administrator; 








Mr. Augustine Repetto, School Solicitor; Mr. John 








DiNicola, Director of Special Projects/Principal; Mrs. Audrey








Becker, Interim Principal/Interim Director of Curriculum; 


Carl Tripician, Longport Representative; Members of the


Community
Minutes:

Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to accept the minutes of the October 13, 2010 Regular Meeting and Executive Session.
Financial Reports:


Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Koch, the board unanimously agreed to accept the Secretary’s Financial Reports for the month of September 2010 as attached to these minutes and certifying that no budgetary account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.12(a).  See Exhibit # 1, pages 17,226 – 17,240.  The Secretary’s Report agrees with the Treasurer’s Report.
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Board of Education Certification:


Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 Margate City Board of Education unanimously certifies that as of September 30, 2010 after review of the Secretary’s Monthly Financial Reports (Revenue and Appropriation Sections) and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials that to the best of our knowledge there have been no changes in anticipated revenue sources and/or amounts and no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11©2-3 so that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
Bills and Payrolls:  

Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve the payment of bills and payrolls as listed on Exhibit # 2, pages 17,241 – 17,251. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None

Presentation: Margate Schools’ Garden Volunteers to Community Foodbank of New Jersey:


The Margate Schools’ Garden Volunteers presented a donation check in the amount of $1,181.00 to Margie Barham, Executive Director, Southern Branch, Community Foodbank of New Jersey.  Donations were collected over this past summer’s Margate Community Farmers’ Market.  Presentation included a short video to show how the program works and highlight pictures from the harvests and market days.

Acknowledgement of Luann Amodeo for the NJ Shares and Verizon Grants:

Dr. DeFranco acknowledged Luann Amodeo for her hard work in obtaining both the NJ Shares and Verizon grants.
Presentation:  Luann Amodeo presented an overview of the Verizon Grant:

Mrs. Amodeo gave a presentation on the NJ Shares and Verizon grants. The school received $5,000.00 from each grant to be used for the purpose of purchasing library books. Mrs. Amodeo has used part of the funding already to purchase energy conservation and social issues titles.
Review and Acceptance of the 2009-2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report:

Mr. Robert Swartz, CPA and Ms. Carol Kiniry, CPA of Swartz & Co., CPA's reviewed the 2009-2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report - Synopsis of Audit Recommendations with the board during the meeting with the board and public. The Management report of Administrative Findings disclosed no recommendations.
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Review and Acceptance of the 2009-2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: (Continued)

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to accept the 2009-2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report - Synopsis of Audit Recommendations, prepared by Robert E. Swartz, CPA of Swartz & Co., as submitted. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 
Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None

Public Comment:


Mr. Sewel noted that his comment was in reference to the presentation by the Director of Curriculum on district curriculum efforts on the agenda. He commented on the NJASK test scores for prior years 2008 through 2010.

 
Mrs. Simon asked for clarification on the process for board approval of the bills and payrolls. Mr. Storcella responded that each month prior to the board meeting one member of the board reviews each bill and payroll. At the meeting, the board member that review the bills and payrolls will indicate that they reviewed the bills and payrolls and found them to be in order. That board member makes the motion to approve the bills and payrolls.

Transfer of Funds:

Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to approve the following Transfer of Funds:
Ratified Budget Transfers for 2009-2010

	To:
	11-000-270-442-00-00
	Rental Payments Transportation
	$4,000.00

	
	11-000-261-420-00-02
	Repair & Maintenance UAS
	4,000.00

	
	
	
	$8,000.00


	From:
	11-000-291-290-00-00
	Other Employee Benefits
	$4,000.00

	
	11-000-262-610-00-02
	Maintenance Supply UAS
	4000.00

	
	
	
	$8,000.00


Treasurer of School Monies Report:  

Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, the board unanimously agreed 

to accept the Treasurer of School Monies Report for the month of September 2010. See Exhibit # 3, pages 17,252 – 17,261.
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Cash Report:

Upon motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, the board unanimously agreed to accept the Cash Report for the month of September 2010. See Exhibit # 4, page 17,262.

Communications:


Dr. DeFranco reported that she is exploring shared services options with Linwood, Northfield, and Somers Point.
 Activity Calendars:

Dr. DeFranco distributed the Activity Calendars for William H. Ross, III School and E.A. Tighe Schools for the month of October 2010.
Firedrill/Lockdown Reports:

Dr. DeFranco distributed the Firedrill/Lockdown Reports for William H. Ross, III School and E.A. Tighe Schools for the month of October 2010 found attached to these minutes on Exhibit # 5, page 17,263.
School Violence Awareness Week:

Dr. DeFranco distributed reports as prepared by each school principal detailing the activities held in each school for School Violence Awareness Week, October 18th – 22rd , attached as Exhibit # 6, pages 17,264 – 17,266.
Presentation:  Student Outcome Efforts:

John DiNicola gave a presentation on Student Outcome Efforts for the District.
Presentation:  Curriculum Efforts:


Audrey Becker gave a presentation on Curriculum Efforts for the District.

ETTC Hours:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve the use of 30 ETTC hours for curriculum projects.  Support for curriculum projects will be funded out of NCLB Title II.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 
Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None
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ACCC Geospatial Workforce Education Program:


Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to approve the Amy Hughes and Margo Juliano to attend the ACCC Geospatial Workforce Education Program in Mays Landing on November 17, 2010.   This program will provide lessons/activities/demonstrations utilizing GIS technologies.  Our teachers will be able to develop lessons for our students as part of STEM projects.  This is a new field that can impact the careers of some of our students.  There is no cost for the workshop.  Cost is travel expenses and substitute for each ($150.00 total) funded locally through travel and substitute budget lines.  
Motion passed by the following roll call vote:
Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 
Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None

Supporting Students with Disabilities in General Educational Programs Workshop:


Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve Rose Cahill to attend the program through In-Class Resource Program Instruction in Mays Landing, NJ on January 11, 2011 and February 24, 2011, at a cost of $22.00 funded by NCLB Title II.  This is a 2-day workshop and the fee covers both days.  Substitute required for both days – approximate total $150.00 funded by substitute budget line.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 
Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None

William H. Ross III School Food Drive:


Upon Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously approved the Ross School Food Drive.  Food will be donated between November 11th through November 20th.  All food will be donated to Jewish Family Services, here in Margate.  Merri Mallen is coordinating the Food Drive and also requested to have Roy McIntosh drop her class at Jewish Family Services to stock the shelves with food at a date to be determined after the food drive, but before Thanksgiving.  It will not take the whole day, and no substitute will be required.

Atlantic County Audio-Visual Aids Commission Program:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to approve the Margate City School District’s shared payment of $3,106.60 (634 students @ $4.90/student) in the 2010-2011 program of the Atlantic County Audio-Visual Aids Commission.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 
Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None
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Shared Services Initiative – Dental Benefits Joint Purchase:

Discussion was held on the district’s participation in a cooperative purchasing agreement for the purchase of dental insurance. Linwood Board of Education is the Lead Agency for the cooperative. Participation in the cooperative has been offered to the local boards of education, libraries and cities. A resolution to participate in the cooperative purchasing agreement will need to be approved at the December 2010 board meeting to meet the December 15, 2010 deadline to participate in the cooperative. The Dental Benefits Joint Purchase Agreement is for the two-year period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2013.   
Chorus Fundraiser – Crazy Everything Day:
Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Koch the board unanimously approved this fundraising activity to benefit people afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s diseases.  Those wishing to participate will donate $1.00 for each piece of crazy wear – sunglasses, socks, hats, etc. to the MAPS Foundation.  
Field Trip for the William H. Ross III School Chorus to sing at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City:
Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mr. Storcella to approve a field trip for the Ross Chorus to sing at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City to raise money for the South Jersey MAPS Foundation.  This is the annual ‘sharing our music with the community’ trip.  The trip is free to the district and no substitutes will be needed.  The bus, driven by Roy McIntosh, will be provided by the JCC at a cost of $2.00 per mile to Atlantic City and back.  Part of the funds raised will pay for the bus.
Atlantic County Institute of Technology’s Counselor Information Lunch:

Upon motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mr. Koch the board unanimously approved Christy Stack to attend the Atlantic County Institute of Technology’s Counselor Information Luncheon on Thursday, November 18, 2010 in Galloway Township.  No cost to district and no substitute is required.

Singsations concession sales at the movie night event:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Jacobson to approve concession sales at the movie night event during intermission on Friday, November 12th in the Performing Arts Center.  Sale items will include bottled water, individually wrapped snack items, and soft pretzels wrapped in wax paper.  All items are peanut free and approved for sale by our Food Service Director, Dana Gold.   Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None
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Committee Reports:
Mrs. Levitt Doyle reported that the Policy Committee is scheduled to meet on November 15, 
2010.
Sheppard Bus Service – Rental Extension:


Motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Bell to approve of extending the rental of a wheel chair-equipped vehicle (van) for an additional 12 weeks at a cost of $500.00 per week from Sheppard Bus Service, Inc.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None

Three Year District’s Three-Year Comprehensive Maintenance Plan (CMP):


The Board tabled approval of the District’s Three-Year Comprehensive Maintenance Plan (CMP) for 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012 period.
Rental of Union Avenue School:

Discussion of the rental of Union Avenue School to the city of Margate took place.
Commission Campbell had expressed that he would like to have the City offices and City Library move into the Union Avenue School. The board held discussion on the physical plant and maintenance and legal issues that would have to be addressed prior to Union Avenue School being occupied.  
Public Comment:


Mr. Sewel commented on student performance on the NJASK tests and offered suggestions for obtaining improvement on scores.

A member of the public suggested that the district look to Linwood as a model for success.

Mr. Tripician noted that in Linwood the students participate in a pre-test and their scores increased by 20 points.


Mr. DiNicola noted that the Linwood parents pay for the pre-tests.


Mrs. Simon noted that the test may not be indicative of what students really need to be successful in college. She asked about her request for a copy of the Superintendent’s transcripts. Mr. Storcella indicated that he had read out loud the board’s response to her request at one of the board meeting of this past summer.
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Executive Session: 

Upon motion by Mr. Sless, seconded by Mr. Koch, the board unanimously agreed to go into Executive Session at 8:30 P.M. for the purposes of discussing personnel matters.


Upon motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, the board unanimously agreed to reconvene the meeting at 9:00 P.M.

Personnel Matters:


Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to hire Louis Sanchez as a part-time special education teacher at a salary of $49,850 (step 4), prorated to $29,900 for the remainder of the 2010-2011 school year based on a start date of October 28, 2010.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle

Nays:
Mr. Storcella

Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to approve Michele Hartland (Goddard), as a substitute teacher.  Ms. Hartland was interviewed by Michelle Carney-Ray.  Fingerprinting completed.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None


Motion by Mr. Jacobson, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve hiring Ron Nellom, as a full-time custodian, at a salary of $24,960.00, for the 2010-2011 school year with a tentative effective date November 11, 2010, prorated, plus benefits. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None


Motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle to approve the emergent hire of Kathryn Cafaro Atzrott as Interim Supervisor of Special Education, November 17, 2010 – March 15, 2011, pending fingerprinting and physical.  The SRI & ETTC will provide a special education administrator to guide the district’s Child Study Team.  Frequency of services will be one seven (7) hour day per week for seventeen (17) weeks.  119 hours @ $116 per hour = $13,328 ($4,328 ETTC hours/funding; $9,000 district funding).    Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:

Mrs. Bell, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 



Mr. Storcella

Nays:
None
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Adjournment:

The board unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 P.M. 



  


Respectfully submitted



                
Susan E. Palaia


   
  


Board Secretary/School Business Administrator
