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The Regular Meeting of the Margate City Board of Education was called to order at 6:30 P.M. on, September 7, 2011 by President, Mr. Jacob Sless, in the William H Ross School Cafeteria, Margate, New Jersey.
Certification of Notice:  

Susan Palaia, Board Secretary, announced that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided and read the following Certification Notice:

On May 17, 2011, a notice of this meeting was posted on the district website, the bulletin

board in the Board of Education Administration Office, the Eugene A. Tighe School, and the William H Ross III School and mailed to the City Clerk and advertised in the Press.

Roll Call - 
Members Present: 
Mr. Jacob Sless, President, 








Mrs. Linda Levitt Doyle, Vice President, 








Mrs. Renee Bell, Mrs. Kirsten Canuso








Mrs. Joanne Kulzer, Mr. Chris Koch, Mr. Chris Storcella



Others Present:     
Dr. DeFranco, Superintendent, Susan Palaia, Board 









Secretary/School Business Administrator; 








Mrs. Michelle Carney-Ray, Director of Special 





Education/Principal; Mr. John DiNicola, Director of 





Special Projects/Principal, 





Mr. Kurtis Woodrow, Director of Facilities, 





Mr. Rob Muccilli, School Solicitor




Mrs. Carl Tripician, Longport Representative, 




Members of the Community

Public Comment (Agenda Items):


Mrs. Sharon Simon commented that kids learn by example and modeling. She also commented about disagreements occurring during Board of Education Meetings.
Approval of Minutes

Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, the board unanimously agreed to accept the minutes of the July 28, 2011 Special Meeting and Executive Session, August 10, 2011 Special Meeting, August 17, 2011 Regular Meeting and Executive Session.
Financial Reports:

Motion by Mrs. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to accept the Secretary’s Financial Reports for the month of July 2011 as attached to these minutes and certifying that no budgetary account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.12(a).  See Exhibit # 1, pages 17,890 - 17,907.    The Secretary’s Report agrees with the Treasurer’s Report. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
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Board of Education Certification:

Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 Margate City Board of Education certifies that as of  July  31, 2011 after review of the Secretary's Monthly Financial Reports (Revenue and Appropriation Sections) and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials that to the best of our knowledge there have been no changes in anticipated revenue sources and/or amounts and no major account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)2-3 so that sufficient funds are available to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Bills and Payrolls:

Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve the payment of bills and payrolls as listed on Exhibit # 2, pages 17,908 – 17,916. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Transfer of Funds:


Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve the following Transfer of Funds:

Ratified Budget Transfers for 2010-2011
	To:
	11-000-270-615-00-01
	Transportation Gas
	$ 200.20   

	
	
	
	

	From:
	11-000-270-610-00-00
	Transportation Supplies 
	$ 200.20   


Ratified Budget Transfers for 2011-2012
	To:
	11-190-100-610-03-01
	Reading Supply EAT
	$ 100.00   

	
	
	
	

	From:
	11-190-100-610-01-01
	General Supply EAT
	$ 100.00   


Motion passed by the following roll call vote:
Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
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Treasurer of School Monies Report:


Motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to accept the Treasurer of 
School Monies Report for the month of July 2011.  See Exhibit # 3, page 17,917 – 17,926. 
Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Cash Report:

Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to accept the Cash Report for the month of July 2011.  See Exhibit # 4, page 17,927. 

Principal’s Update:

John DiNicola reported on the following areas:

· Opening Day activities

· Notification of school through Global Connect System

· Kindergarten classes

· Teacher inservice on On-Course

Michelle Carney-Ray reported on the following areas:

· All  students are scheduled
· Congratulated her staff for making AYP

· Theme for the year school
· IDEIA Grant to be presented in October

Activity Calendars:


Dr. DeFranco distributed the Activity Calendars for William H. Ross, III School and E.A. Tighe Schools for the month of September 2011.
Teacher Observation Schedules:


Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to approve the Teacher Observation Schedules for the Ross and E.A. Tighe Schools. 

NJ Child Assault Prevention Project (CAP):


Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve NJ Child Assault Prevention (CAP) training for all homeroom teachers. Program is to provide schools & communities with information to reduce children’s vulnerability to assault. No cost to district; CAP providing funding. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
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Pre-School Disabilities Program:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Canuso, to table the motion for the creation of the new Pre-School Disabilities Program until after Executive Session. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle

Nays:
Mr. Sless

Communications:
A. Moment of Silence for the Mainland Regional High School students who passed away.

B. Share letter from Bob Blumberg and newspaper article regarding the school gardens which appeared in the “Atlantic County Recycles.”
Student Council Events:

Motion by Mrs. Kulzer, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to approve the Student council schedule for events for the 2011-2012 school year. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:   None


Committee Reports:

Mr. Sless reported that a meeting of the members of the Board of School Estimate meeting held on August 18, 2011. He reported that one of the main issues discussed was the transfer of the Union Avenue School to the City for $1.00. Mr. Muccilli reported that they are reviewing the educational requirements for the transfer. He indicated that there has not been exchange of a transfer agreement yet. Mr. Storcella reported that arrangement with ISS to complete the repairs at the Union Avenue School was a topic reviewed with the Board of School Estimate members at that meeting.

Pupil Transportation in a Private Vehicle:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve John DiNicola for Pupil Transportation in a Private Vehicle throughout the year for emergencies. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless
Nays:   None
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Pupil Transportation in a Private Vehicle: (Continued)

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Canuso, to approve Michelle Carney-Ray for Pupil Transportation in a Private Vehicle throughout the year for emergencies. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None

Substitute Aide:

Motion by Mrs. Canuso, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve Sharon Pizagno as a substitute aide. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None
John DiNicola – Affirmative Action Officer:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve John DiNicola as the District’s Affirmative Action Officer for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None

Home & School Dance Dates:

Motion by Mrs. Kulzer, seconded by Mrs. Canuso, to approve Home & School Dance Dates in the Tighe Cafetorium on the following Fridays during the 2011-2012 school year: October 28, 2011, December 16, 2011, February 10, 2012, April 20,2012. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None

Health Service Personnel Code#6A:16-2.3:

Dr. DeFranco reviewed the code requirements for Health Service Personnel Code #6A:16-2.3 as it relates to the school physician.

Capital Project Planning Services from Fraytak Veisz, Hopkins Duthie, P.C.:


Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Storcella, to approve a proposal for
Capital Project Planning Services from Fraytak Veisz, Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) in the 
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Capital Project Planning Services from Fraytak Veisz, Hopkins Duthie, P.C.: (Continued):
amount of $6,500.00. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None

PAC - Margate Players Facility License Agreement:

Motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve the Margate Players Facility License Agreement. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 


Mr. Sless

Nays:   None

2nd Reading and Adoption of Policies and Bylaw:

Motion made by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to unanimously approve the second reading and adoption of the following policies and bylaw:


1. Policy #1100 – Communicating With the Public


2. Policy #5114 – Suspension and Expulsion


3. Policy #5131.5 – Vandalism/Violence


4. Policy #6142.4 – Physical Education and Health


5. Policy #6145.1/6145.2 – Intramural Competition; Interscholastic competition


6. Bylaw #9200 – Orientation and Training of Board Members

Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Resolution - Reimbursement of Board Members for Cost of Criminal History Background Check:

Motion by Mr. Storcella, seconded by Mrs. Bell to approve a resolution for the Reimbursement of Board Members for Cost of Criminal History Background Check.

Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle to amend to the resolution for the Reimbursement of Board Members for Cost of Criminal History Background Check to include the language “if reimbursement is requested by the individual board member” and “any cost incurred at the fault of the board member should not be reimbursed”. See resolution as amended attached as Exhibit # 5, page 17,928. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
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Tuition Agreement with Atlantic County Special Services School District:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Kulzer, to approve a tuition agreement with Atlantic county Special Services for the 2011-2012 school year for the placement of 6 students in a Multiply Disabled Program at a cost of $34,020.00 per student for a total cost of $204,120.00. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
Transportation Agreement with Ventnor Board of Education:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve a joint transportation agreement with Ventnor Board of Education for the 2011-2012 school year at a total cost of $241,004.00 as follows:

	Destination
	Route No.
	Cost

	Atlantic City High School (up to 162 students
	AC7, ACM1, ACM2
	$137,700.00

	Holy Spirit High School (up to 64 students)
	HS2, HS3
	$45,968.00

	Atlantic County Institute of  Technology (up to 8 students)
	VVT1
	18,264.00

	Charter Tech (up to 8 students)
	VCT1
	$7,072.00

	Atlantic County Special Services (up to 4 students)
	VVT2
	$32,000.00


Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Maksin Group 24-Hour Student Accident Insurance Coverage:  


Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously approved offering of an option to parents for the purchase of 24-hour student accident insurance coverage through Maksin Group at no cost to the board.
First Reading of Policies, Regulations and Bylaws – Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying:

Dr. DeFranco introduced for first reading the following policies, regulations, and by-laws regarding harassment, intimidation and bullying:

#1120
Board of Education Meetings – Existing/Proposed Policy


#5131 Conduct/Discipline – Existing/Proposed Policy


#5131 (X) Ross Intermediate School Discipline Code – Exhibit

#5131 (X) Eugene A.Tighe Middle School Code of Infractions and Consequences – Exhibit


#5131 (Y) Ross Intermediate School Incident Report – Form


#5131.1 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying – New Proposed Policy

	Page 17,886
	Regular Meeting
	September 7, 2011


Public Comment:

Mrs. Leigh Turner asked if teachers and staff receive reimbursement for their criminal background checks. Mrs. Palaia responded “No”. 

Mrs. Turner asked if the district is still paying for transportation to St. Augustine Prep. Mrs. Palaia responded that aid-in-lieu of transportation is still offered to the families of students attending the Prep as per district policy. 

Mrs. Turner noted she has email blast capabilities and offered to help with getting communications out.

Mrs. Turner asked if the district has considered being a Choice School as an option for Margate. Mrs. Levitt Doyle responded, as a Choice School, Margate accepting nonresident tuition students would be prohibited by the State. Mrs. Palaia responded that Margate would not receive any additional aid for enrolling students under the State’s School Choice program, any additional aid received would be offset by a corresponding decrease in Adjustment Aid.

Mrs. Turner commented on the progress for replacement of the Ross School gym floor. She asked where gym classes would be held on rainy days. Dr. DeFranco responded that she is working the schedule with the gym staff. 

Mrs. Holly Ferry commented that instead of spending funds to reimbursement board members for the cost of their criminal background checks the funds could be spent on supplies for a special needs pre-school program. 


Ms. Jennifer Hansen commented on the short notice for the start of school being delayed for the kindergarten classes.


Ms. Jennifer Hansen commented on the criteria used for placement in the advanced classes. She also commented on the number of students in the lab classroom.


Ms. Jennifer Hansen asked why Home Economic and Shop classes are no longer being offered.  Dr. DeFranco responded the district had a greater need for a Math Teacher than for Home Economics, which is not required for school. 

Mrs. Sharon Simon asked how does it educally benefit a child to be placed in an advanced class one year and then pulled out of it the next year. Dr. DeFranco responded that this situation has been discussed in many districts. She noted that in many districts, once a student is placed in an advanced class they stay there. Dr. DeFranco noted this year; they are looking at differentiation for all students to challenge them in many different areas.

Mrs. Sharon Simon commented on Margate sharing a principal with Ventnor. Dr. 
DeFranco responded that there has not had a discussion with Ventnor to share a principal.


Mrs. Simon commented that it seems like information is often not sent to Board of Education members in a timely manner.


Mrs. Janet Hanson noted that an exit strategy for removing a child from an advanced placement class is posted on the district website. She asked why were the students that were taken out of the class not offered the exit strategy. Dr. DeFranco responded that the website refers to a situation where a student has to leave the advanced placement class during the year, then that exit strategy would take place. She noted that the procedure is not for in between the school years.
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Executive Session:


Upon motion by Mrs. Canuso, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, the board unanimously agreed to go into Executive Session at 8:35 PM for the purposes to discuss matters of personnel, for advice of counsel related to legal issues concerning the transfer of Union Avenue School and Board of Education policy and confidential student matters.


Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to reconvene the meeting at 9:20 PM.

Pre-School Disabilities Program:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell to take the motion for the creation of the new Pre-School Disabilities Program off the table. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:



Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve the creation of a new Pre-School disabilities Program with related services. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Mr. Sless

Nays:
Mrs. Kulzer
Personnel Matters:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve the following personnel matters:

· Approve Cheron Gamble as a part-time black seal night-time custodian at a salary of $15,000.00, starting September 8, 2011.

· Approve Cheron Gamble as a substitute black seal custodian.

· Approve Matthew Vurton as a full-time HVAC mechanic at a salary of $43,560.00, starting September 8, 2011.

· Approve Helen Cade as a cafeteria aide at a rate of $7.25 per hour. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Mr. Sless

Nays:
None
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Executive Session:

Upon motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to go into Executive Session at 9:50 PM for purposes to discuss matters of personnel and confidential student matters.


Upon motion by Mrs. Canuso, seconded by Mrs. Bell, the board unanimously agreed to reconvene the meeting at 10:00 PM.

Personnel Matters:

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Bell, to approve Patricia Pepe, as a PM Part-time (12.5 hrs per week) special education teacher at Tighe, at a salary of $17,450, (Step 5, MA, $52,350 prorated.) Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None

Motion by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Koch, to approve Lisa Drexler as AM Part-time substitute for special education teacher at Tighe. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, 

Mr. Sless

Nays:
None


Motion by Mrs. Bell, seconded by Mr. Koch, to approve Bonnie Fuller as part-time (15 hrs per week) special education teacher, at a salary of $21,400, (Step 7, MA, $53,500 prorated).  Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mr. Storcella, Mrs. Levitt Doyle

Nays:
Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Sless


Motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mrs. Levitt Doyle, to approve advertising for part-time paraprofessional and part-time special education teacher, and preferred Highly Qualified in Math and Language Arts and Wilson Reading Program, at E.A. Tighe. Motion passed by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Canuso, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Levitt Doyle, Mr. Sless

Nays:
Mrs. Kulzer, Mr. Storcella
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Adjournment:


Upon motion by Mr. Koch, seconded by Mr. Sless, the board unanimously agreed to adjourn at 10:15 PM. 




Respectfully submitted,




Susan E. Palaia





Board Secretary/School Business Administrator
