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The Work Session Meeting of the Margate City Board of Education was called to order at 5:33 P.M. on March 16, 2016 by Mr. Jacob Sless in the William H Ross School Cafeteria, Margate, New Jersey.

Certification of Notice:  

The Board Secretary announced that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided and read the following Certification Notice:


I, Susan E. Palaia, Secretary of the Margate City Board of Education hereby certifies:


On May 19, 2015, a notice of this meeting was posted on the district website, the bulletin board in the Board of Education Administration Office, the Eugene A. Tighe School, and the William H Ross School and mailed to the City Clerk and the Press. 
Roll Call - 
Members Present: 
Mr. Jacob Sless, President, Mr. Jim Olivo, Vice-President 








Dr. Joel Frankel, Mrs. Catherine Horn, Mrs. Joanne Kulzer, 



Mrs. Tracy Santoro, Mrs. Lisa Youngblood




Members Absent:
None



Others Present:     
Mr. John DiNicola, Superintendent; Susan Palaia, Board 








Secretary/School Business Administrator, Dr. Michelle 





Carney Ray-Yoder, Director of Special Education/Principal

Public Comment:

Members of the public commented on the following topic:
· Proposed preschool program for the 2016-2017 school-year. 
Communications:

Mr. DiNicola reported that he had contacted Diane D’Amico of the Atlantic City Press to notify her that her article published on March14, 2016 had incorrectly reported the amount of tuition paid to Margate from Longport for the 2016-2017 school-year as approximately $800,000 when the correct amount was $551,837. The on-line edition of the article has now been corrected.


Mr. DiNicola read aloud an email he sent to Nannette Galloway of the Current. The communication is attached to the minutes as Exhibit # 1, pages 21,671 – 21,673.
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Open Session:


Mr. Sless confirmed the following facts with Mrs. Palaia:


The tuition amount to be paid to Margate from Longport for the 2015-2016 school year was $837,406 and $551,837 is budgeted for the 2016-2017 school year. The number of students estimated by Longport to be sent to Margate Schools for the 2016-2017 budget year is 27, not 21 as reported in the March 14th Atlantic City Press article. A resolution approving a tuition contract with the Longport Board of Education in the amount of $551,837 for the 2016-2017 school year was made at the March 2, 2016 Margate Board of Education meeting. Of the $551,837 tuition to be paid, $25,460 is an incurred special education cost specifically for Longport students. The audio tape of this meeting was available on the district’s website the morning of March 3, 2016. 

It was also noted that Longport has significantly more high school students attending school districts that require payment of tuition by their school board. Since Longport students have had the option to attend either Ocean City High School or Atlantic High School more students have been attending those school and less students have been attending private schools. In the 2009-2010 school year Longport had 9 students attending Atlantic City High School and in 2015-2016 Longport had 19 attending public high schools, 5 at Atlantic City High School and 14 at Ocean City High School.

The board discussed the Longport’s ability to pay their tuition to Margate. The board will add an agenda item on the April 13th meeting for approval to set up a meeting with Longport. 

The board held discussion on the proposed preschool program for 2016-2017. Mr. Sless noted that at the April 13th meeting there will be a presentation on the proposed preschool program.
They discussed the following issues related to the program:

· Early intervention, a State-wide program to locate children that require services as mandated by law. 

· The value of a preschool program as compared to other potential programs.

· Method of student selection for the proposed preschool program.
· The effect on other community preschools.
· Transportation, student drop off and pick up.
· The optimal ratio of general education students to special education preschool students. 

Public Comment:
Members of the public commented on the following topic:

· Proposed preschool program for the 2016-2017 school-year. 

The board held discussion on the proposed 2016-2017 school budget and the possibility of reducing the 2016-2017 tax levy by $50,000. The board discussed the potential of the budget not being passed by the Board of School Estimate as proposed. 
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Adjournment:

Upon motion by Mr. Olivo, seconded by Mrs. Santoro, the board unanimously agreed 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 P.M.







Respectfully submitted,







Susan E. Palaia







Board Secretary/SBA

