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Session One – United States (US)

We begin with the US Following are the major areas you want to focus on as you begin this journey of discovery…
· State capitals for each state and territory
· Nicknames of all states
· Major cities and important facts
· Important topographical features (mountains, valleys, plateaus, gulf and such)
· Key global historic as well as current events 
· National parks 
· Major water bodies (Oceans, Seas, Rivers, lakes…)

Some resources that can help students prepare for the National Geographic bee includes: Atlases (readily available at our public libraries, for instance), world globe to help students visualize the world, reading newspapers and news magazines, and of course the website of the National geographic society and bee specific resources available at: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/teachers-and-parents/

Other things parents can do to help their children develop an interest in Geography includes (but not limited to) encouraging them to think about following questions: 
· Where are important historical places/monuments etc. located? For instance, those related to colonial times, the civil war and so forth.
· What characteristics make a place special? Think about longest, tallest, deepest, highest and such geographical superlatives
· What are the relationships among people and places? A branch of geography that explores such questions is called cultural geography 
· How can the Earth be divided into regions for the purposes of their learning? Study important lines of latitude and longitude and where they lie!

Here are a few sample questions about the US. Do remember to study your atlas and most of all, remember to enjoy learning about our country and the whole wide world!

· Which state has a climate suitable for growing citrus fruits—California or Maine?
· Which state has Abraham Lincoln’s boyhood home?
· Which state is the largest producer of pumpkins in the – Ohio or Illinois?
· Which state is home to the source of the Mississippi river?
· Which US state shares its borders with most other states – Tennessee or Pennsylvania?


Note: We are by no stretch of imagination educators trained to teach Geography, however, we are mothers who are passionate about Geography and try to share our love of the world with our own children and interested students at Grove school.
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