Belief System Regents questions
1. A similarity between Shinto in Japan and

animism in African societies is that both

(1) use the Torah to establish law codes

(2) stress the importance of the Eightfold Path

(3) believe that spirits exist in nature

(4) base social rank on a caste system

2. What was the most important force in providing

unity and stability throughout western Europe

during the Middle Ages?

(1) church (3) inquisition

(2) nobility (4) military

3. Which belief system is considered monotheistic?

(1) Jainism (3) Judaism

(2) Daoism (4) Shinto

4. Which practice is most closely associated with a

person of the Islamic faith?

(1) refraining from eating meat on Fridays

(2) praying five times a day

(3) following the Eightfold Path

(4) worshipping many gods

5. Which action is most closely associated with

polytheism?

(1) praying in a synagogue

(2) accepting the Eightfold Path

(3) worshipping many gods

(4) reading the Koran

Base your answer to question 6 on the passage

below and on your knowledge of social studies.

. . . The actual journey to Mecca [Makkah] began

on the fifth of Dhu al-Hijjah, 1393 (the 29th of

December, 1973, according to the Gregorian

calendar), at Beirut International Airport, but it

was not until the afternoon of the seventh that

I donned [put on] the Ihram [robe] and drove

along on the road from Jiddah to Mecca. The

road was crowded with cars, buses and trucks all

packed with pilgrims chanting the Hajj refrain,

the Talbiyah: . . .

— Michael E. Jansen, An American Girl on the Hajj

6 This passage describes the experience of a follower

of

(1) Christianity (3) Hinduism

(2) Islam (4) Judaism

7. 

In China, the development of civil service

examinations and a belief in filial piety reflect the

infl uence of

(1) Shinto (3) Confucianism

(2) Jainism (4) Buddhism

8. Which belief system is most closely associated

with the terms Eightfold Path, Four Noble

Truths, and nirvana?

(1) Buddhism (3) Judaism

(2) Christianity (4) Shinto

9. Confucianism had a strong impact on the

development of China mainly because this

philosophy

(1) established a basic structure for military rule

(2) provided a basis for social order

(3) contained the framework for a communist

government

(4) stressed the importance of the individual

10. 

Which pair of belief systems share a belief that

spirits reside in natural objects and forms?

(1) Hinduism and Confucianism

(2) Islam and Judaism

(3) Shintoism and animism

(4) Christianity and Buddhism

11. 

Which civilization first developed a civil service

system, invented gunpowder, and manufactured

porcelain?

(1) Aztec (3) Japanese

(2) Chinese (4) Roman

12. 

Which two belief systems teach that there are

spirits in nature?

(1) Shinto and animism

(2) Hinduism and Confucianism

(3) Judaism and Christianity

(4) Islam and Buddhism

13. The exchange of silks and spices and the spread of

Buddhism along the Silk Roads are examples of

(1) cultural diffusion (3) ethnocentrism

(2) self-sufficiency (4) desertification

14. 1. In the name of Allah, Most

Gracious, Most Merciful.

2. Praise be to Allah,

The Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds;

3. Most Gracious, Most Merciful;

4. Master of the Day of Judgement.

5. Thee do we worship,

And Thine aid we seek.

6. Show us the straight way,

7. The way of those on whom

Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace,

Those whose (portion)

Is not wrath,

And who go not astray.

— ‘Abdullah Y¯ usuf ‘Al¯l, ed.,

The Meaning of The Holy Qur’a¯n,

Amana Publications, 1999

7 Which concept is best reflected in this passage?

(1) baptism (3) monotheism

(2) karma (4) animism
15. One way in which the Five Relationships, the Ten

Commandments, and the Eightfold Path are

similar is that they

(1) promote polytheism

(2) establish gender equality

(3) provide codes of behavior

(4) describe secularism

16. The religious terms Four Noble Truths, Eightfold

Path, and nirvana are most closely associated with

(1) Judaism (3) Shintoism

(2) Islam (4) Buddhism

17. The Golden Age of Muslim culture was best known

for its

(1) attempts to colonize North America

(2) frequent conflicts between Christians and

Jews

(3) advances in mathematics, science, and

medicine

(4) policies to reduce trade between the Middle

East and China
