Early River Valley Civilization Regents Questions
1. The Indus and Huang He (Yellow) rivers are both

closely associated with

(1) border disputes

(2) sacred biblical sites

(3) cradles of early civilization

(4) oil discoveries

2.  The Code of Hammurabi and Chinese legalism

both rely on the idea that

(1) governments must provide their people with

rights

(2) harsh laws are needed to control society

(3) all subjects are equal under the law

(4) religion and government must be brought

closer together

3. One similarity found in both Egyptian and

Sumerian civilizations is that each developed a

(1) monotheistic religion (3) ziggurat

(2) compass (4) written language

4. Which action is most closely associated with

polytheism?

(1) praying in a synagogue

(2) accepting the Eightfold Path

(3) worshipping many gods

(4) reading the Koran

5. The Gupta Empire was best known for its

(1) advances in mathematics and medicine

(2) efforts to resist European imperialism

(3) development of the barter system

(4) construction of Angkor Wat

6. • The east is bordered by the Yellow Sea.

• The population is concentrated along the

coast and in the river valleys.

• Mountains, plateaus, and deserts dominate

the western region.

To which country do all of these geographic

statements apply?

(1) England (3) Nicaragua

(2) China (4) Philippines

7. Which geographic factor had a major influence on

the development of both Egyptian and Babylonian

civilizations?

(1) river valleys

(2) cool temperatures

(3) locations near a strait

(4) mountains

8. The caste system in India was characterized by

(1) toleration for various religious beliefs

(2) equality between men and women

(3) a lack of social mobility

(4) the right of people to choose their occupations

9. One similarity between the ancient civilizations

in Egypt and in China is that they developed

(1) nomadic lifestyles

(2) monotheistic belief systems

(3) democratic governments

(4) written forms of communication

10. Which heading best completes the partial outline

below?

I. ______________________________

A. Centralized governments

B. Organized religions

C. Social classes

D. Specialization of labor

(1) Economic Development in Ancient Egypt

(2) Cultural Diffusion in Mohenjo-Daro

(3) Features of the Old Stone Age

(4) Characteristics of Civilizations

11. The Pillars of Emperor Asoka of the Mauryan

Empire and the Code of Hammurabi of Babylon

are most similar to the

(1) ziggurats of Sumeria

(2) map projections of Mercator

(3) Great Sphinx of the Egyptians

(4) Twelve Tables of the Romans

12. Which factor led to the development of

civilizations in ancient Mesopotamia?

(1) political harmony

(2) favorable geography

(3) religious differences

(4) universal education

13. Throughout history, people have lived on

savannas, in deserts, in mountains, along river

valleys, along coastlines, and on islands.

This statement demonstrates that people

(1) adapt their surroundings

(2) develop a common language

(3) organize similar forms of government

(4) prefer to live in isolated areas

14. How did the introduction of agriculture affect

early peoples?

(1) Societies became nomadic.

(2) Food production declined.

(3) Civilizations developed.

(4) Birthrates decreased rapidly.

15.• If a man has destroyed the eye of a free man,

his own eye shall be destroyed.

• If a man has knocked out the teeth of a man of

the same rank, his own teeth shall be knocked

out.

These rules are based on the

(1) Analects of Confucius

(2) Code of Hammurabi

(3) Ten Commandments

(4) Koran (Qur’an)

16. Which civilization first developed a civil service

system, invented gunpowder, and manufactured

porcelain?

(1) Aztec (3) Japanese

(2) Chinese (4) Roman

17. Which statement most accurately describes how

geography affected the growth of the ancient

civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia?

(1) River valleys provided rich soil to grow

plentiful crops.

(2) Large deserts provided many mineral

deposits.

(3) Access to the Atlantic Ocean provided trade

routes.

(4) Large savanna areas provided protection

from invaders.

18. One way in which the Five Relationships, the Ten

Commandments, and the Eightfold Path are

similar is that they

(1) promote polytheism

(2) establish gender equality

(3) provide codes of behavior

(4) describe secularism

19. The Phoenicians are often referred to as the

“carriers of civilization” because they

(1) introduced Islam and Christianity to Central

Africa

(2) established colonies throughout northern

Europe

(3) developed the first carts with wheels

(4) traded goods and spread ideas throughout the

Mediterranean region

20. Which statement about cultural diffusion in Asia

is most accurate?

(1) Byzantine traders brought the Justinian Code

to China.

(2) Roman legions introduced Christianity to

India.

(3) Indian monks brought Islam to the Middle

East.

(4) Chinese ideas and practices spread into

Korea and Japan.
