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Overview: Welcome to AP US History!  I am really glad you are enrolled in this course!  I am certain it will be one of the best courses you take as a student here at Hendrick Hudson!  I am excited to teach this course and I hope you share my excitement!  So let’s get started!  This course is a college level course that begins with the settlement of the Americas in pre-Columbian times and concludes in the present day. What does it mean to an American?  What exactly is United States history?  AP US History is an in depth study of the political, economic, and social factors that have shaped our existence since precolonial times. Many people view history merely as a set of dates and facts to be memorized.  History, however, is much more than that!  History is a living social science that is constantly changing.  More than learning history, one must learn from history!  So each day in class, we will bring to life the time period and subject matter we are learning at that particular time.  My other, very important goal is to prepare you for the AP Exam in May.  All students will take both the AP US History test in May and the Regents Exam in United States History and Government in June.  
Course Topics:

· Period One: 1491-1607

· Pre-Columbian Societies

· Period Two: 1607-1754

· The Thirteen Colonies and the British Empire, 1607-1754

· Colonial Society in 18th Century

· Period Three: 1754-1800

· Imperial Wars and Colonial Protest, 1754-1800
· The American Revolution and Confederation
· The Constitution and the New Republic, 1787-1800

· Period 4: 1800-1848

· The Age of Jefferson, 1800-1816

· Nationalism and Economic Development, 1816-1848

· Sectionalism, 1820-1860

· The Age of Jackson, 1824-1844

· Society, Culture, and Reform, 1820-1860

· Period 5: 1848-1877

· Manifest Destiny, 1830-1860

· The Union in Peril, 1848-1861

· The Civil War, 1861-1865

· Reconstruction, 1863-1877

· Period 6: 1865-1898

· The Rise of Industrial America, 1865-1900

· The Last West and the New South, 1865-1900

· The Growth of Cities and American Culture, 1865-1900

· The Politics of the Gilded Age, 1877-1900

· Period 7: 1898-1945

· Becoming a World Power, 1898-1917

· The Progressive Era, 1901-1917

· World War I and its Aftermath, 1914-1920

· The Roaring 20s

· The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1939

· Diplomacy and World War II, 1929-1945

· Period 8: 1945-1980

· Truman and The Cold War, 1945-1952

· The Eisenhower Years, 1952-1960

· The 1960s

· Limits of a Superpower, 1969-1980

· Period 9: 1980-Present

· Conservative Resurgence, 1980-2000

· Challenges of the 21st Century

Required Text: The American Pageant: 16th Edition
Required Review Book: Amsco Preparing for the AP US History Exam 2018 Edition.  You can purpose it in the book store when they arrive in a few weeks.
Class Materials:

· Two 3 Ring Binders

· One Binder for PowerPoints and Handouts

· One Binder for all information on Supreme Court cases

· A working school account to access Google Classroom and the Internet

· An electronic device of your choose when needed
Google Classroom: We will be utilizing Google Classroom in numerous ways this year.  Please make sure you sign up for it when instructed to do so during the first week of school.
Flipped Homework Assignments: This year, we will be utilizing elements of a “flipped” classroom.  A “flipped” classroom is one in which RELEVANT ASSIGNMMENTS are assigned for homework.  Flipped assignments include readings and short videos to name a few examples.  The next day’s class will start with discussion based on the assignment.  It is material that is important to the class and material that you are expected to know for both the AP Exam in May and the Regents in June!!!  No flipped assignment will be busy work or unimportant!!  Many of these assignments will be assigned through Google Classroom.
AP Exam Date: Friday May 10, 2019, 8AM at the Verplanck Firehouse.  It is our goal to have all course material completed by Friday May 3rd!!
Keys to a Successful Year:

· An expectation from me and a commitment from you that you will do your very best!  This starts with being on time for class everyday! 

· An open mind to see US History as more than just names, dates, facts, and figures.  Instead, it is my goal that you see history as exciting, alive and the result of our daily interactions with people of different races, genders, religions, and viewpoints.

· A scope of knowledge that will prepare you for the AP test in May.

· A development of skills that make you a better student of history now and in the future.  These skills include writing, critical thinking, public speaking, note taking, and working successfully in groups. 
· Prepare for and receive a grade of 3 or higher on the AP U.S. History Exam!!!
“Nothing great was ever accomplished without hard work!”

· Remember, the work you do outside of class is just as important as the work we do in class!!!

· Electronic devices will be utilized for classroom instruction throughout the year.  When not in use for instruction, all electronic devices must be turned off and put in your book bag when you enter class.  
Format of the AP US History Exam

Length: Three hours, 15 minutes
Multiple Choice: 55 questions, 55 minutes

Short Answer Questions: 3 questions, 40 minutes
Document Based Essay Question: 15 minute reading and planning period, 45 minutes writing, no short answer or “scaffolding” questions

Long Essay Question: 1 question (choose from three choices), 40 minutes 
Missed Work/Due Dates
· It is your responsibility to make up missed work, class notes, assignments when you are absent from school.  All homework will be posted both my side white board and my website.  Again, it is your responsibility to see me about missed work!  Any missed work not completed and/or made up by you will result in a grade of zero!
· All assignments outside of class (homework, essays, class assignments etc.) are DUE WHEN DUE!  No exceptions!!!
Extra Help

I will be available on a regular basis for extra help.  Those days will be posted in my room and on my website.  As the year progresses, it is my expectation that students attend an extra help session at least once a week, regardless of your grade in the class!!!  Due to the nature of this course, reinforcement of material and concepts learned in class is vital to your success in the course and on the AP Exam in May!
Grading Scale
Quarter grades will be determined by dividing the total number of points for the quarter by the points you accumulated.
· Tests-100 points (At least two unit tests a quarter)
· Quizzes- TBD (At least one a quarter)
· DBQ Essays-100 points (At least one a quarter)
· “ABC” Short Answer Questions-30 points (Several each quarter)

· Nightly homework-10 points

· “One Pager” Textbook assignments- 25-35 points depending upon the length of the chapter assigned for that week. (40 chapters will be read for the school year)
In an effort to increase parental involvement and student accountability at the secondary level, the Hendrick Hudson School District is implementing the next phase of the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, Teacher Grade Books.  Beginning with the first day of school, parents will have access to view teachers’ grade books on the Parent Portal. They will be able to view assignments and grades as teachers enter them.  Specifically, teachers will enter student assignments into the grade book as they are assigned to students so that parents and students can stay better informed and take ownership of their learning. Assignment grades will be updated at a minimum every ten school days beginning with the first day of each quarter. Please keep in mind that specific assignment grades will be posted within a reasonable time frame with the understanding that the time required to grade assignments will vary greatly depending on the nature and complexity of the assignment and the number of students in a given class.  Parents should be aware that each teacher is unique, with different courses, student loads and schedules.  With these minimum standards in place we expect that parents will be able to get useful information online from all of their child’s teachers.  Parents are asked to refrain from comparing the length, number and duration of teacher assignments between courses and sections. 
