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Overview: Welcome to United States History and Government!  I am really glad you are enrolled in this course!  I am certain it will be one of the best courses you take as a student here at Hendrick Hudson!  I am excited to teach this course and I hope you share my excitement!  So let’s get started!  The U.S. History and Government curriculum starts with the first permanent colonial settlement at Jamestown and concludes with present day current events.  In addition to the political history, this course will examine the important social and economic events in our country.  A key emphasis will also be the study of Supreme Court cases and the impact their rulings had and still have on our society.  Many people view history merely as a set of dates and facts to be memorized.  History, however, is much more than that!  History is a living social science that is constantly changing.  More than learning history, one must learn from history!  So each day in class, we will bring to life the time period and subject matter we are learning at that particular time.  My other, very important goal is to prepare you for the U.S. History and Government Regents Exam in June.

Regents Exam Date: Tuesday June 18, 2019

Required Textbook: The Americans On line edition.  Hard copies can be provided if needed.

Required Review Book: Prentice Hall Brief Review United States History and Government.  Students will purchase this in January 2019.  Copies can be purchased in the book store.

Google Classroom: Google Classroom will be utilized in a number of ways this year.  Please join your class during the first week of school when instructed to do so.

Class Materials:

· Two 3 Ring Binders

· One Binder for PowerPoints and Handouts

· One Binder for all information on Supreme Court cases

· A working school account to access Google Classroom and the Internet

· An electronic device of your choose when needed
Course Topics:

· The Colonial Period, 1492-1754

· The French and Indian War, 1754-1763

· The Coming of Independence and the American Revolution, 1763-1783

· The Critical Period and The Constitution, 1781-1788

· Launching a New Nation, 1789-1816

· Sectionalism and the Antebellum Period, 1824-1860

· The Age of Reform, 1820-1860

· Manifest Destiny, 1840-1860

· The Union in Peril, 1850-1861

· The Civil War, 1861-1865

· Reconstruction, 1865-1877

· Jim Crow Segregation and 19th and Early 20th Century Civil Rights, 1877-1920

· Westward Expansion, 1877-1900

· The Age of Industrialization, 1877-1900

· Populism, The Progressive Era, and Immigration, 1880-1916

· Becoming a World Power, 1898-1914

· World War I, 1914-1918

· The Roaring 20s

· The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1928-1941

· World War II, 1941-1945

· The Cold War, 1945-1991

· The 1950s

· The Turbulent 60s and the Civil Rights Movement

· A Return to Conservative Politics, 1968-1992

· The United States in the 21st Century

Class Rules: We need you to follow these rules:

· Be on time, be on time, be on time!!

· Be respectful of your fellow classmates.  Discussion and participation are essential parts of our class.

· Be respectful of the room.  Littering the room with paper or garbage WILL NOT BE TOLERATED!!!

· Any graffiti on desks will also not be tolerated!

· Be respectful of your other teachers, administration, and the building.

· No food at anytime!

· Cell phones and headphones must be off and put your book bag if we are not using them.

Attendance Policy: Attendance in our class is like the lottery…”You need to be in it to win it!”  If you choose not to be here, no Mega Millions for you!  In all seriousness, we have a very strict attendance policy.  It includes the following aspects:

· A zero for any class work missed if you cut.

· Bell time is late time!  3 lates equal one absence.  If you are late by 20 minutes, you will be recorded as absent!

· 20 absences for the year will result in a denial of credit for the class.  A denial of credit means you must repeat the course. 

· Warning letters will be sent home at 5, 10, and 15 absences.  Warning letters are sent home by the Assistant Principal’s Office not me!  Any questions regarding those letters should be addressed to the AP office.  Lunch detentions and possible higher consequences will be issued after 5, 10, and 15 unverified absences! 
Homework: Homework from the textbook and other sources will be given.  The amount of homework varies depending upon the unit of study.  ALL HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE POSTED ON THE HOMEWORK BOARD AND MY WEBSITE WELL IN ADVANCE.

Extra Help/Missed Work

· All missed work for a legal absence must be made up within three days of returning to class.  In the case of an illness, we will arrange a schedule that also makes up work in a timely fashion.  NO MAKEUP WILL BE GIVEN FOR STUDENTS WHO CUT CLASS.  THERE, YOU WILL BE GIVEN A ZERO FOR ALL MISSED WORK.

· I am here after school for extra help.  In addition, designated after school days will be posted on our door.

Grading Policy

Quarter grades will be determined by dividing the total number of points for the quarter by the points you accumulated.

Tests-100 points (Approximately 3 a quarter)

Essays-100 points (Approximately 2-3 major essays a quarter)

Projects- 
Quizzes-TBD (Approximately 2 a quarter)

“One Pager” homework assignments-25 points (35 chapters will be covered for the year)

Class Participation/Other Homework Assignments- 10 point class participation grades will be given for most in class Google Classroom assignments and homework assignments that are not a “One Pager”

Review Book Assignments (Assignments will begin in the third quarter)

· 10 points for nightly assignments

· Questions for Regents Practice will count as a quiz grade ranging in value from 25-35 points depending upon the number of questions given

In an effort to increase parental involvement and student accountability at the secondary level, the Hendrick Hudson School District is implementing the next phase of the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, Teacher Grade Books.  Beginning with the first day of school, parents will have access to view teachers’ grade books on the Parent Portal. They will be able to view assignments and grades as teachers enter them.  Specifically, teachers will enter student assignments into the grade book as they are assigned to students so that parents and students can stay better informed and take ownership of their learning. Assignment grades will be updated at a minimum every ten school days beginning with the first day of each quarter. Please keep in mind that specific assignment grades will be posted within a reasonable time frame with the understanding that the time required to grade assignments will vary greatly depending on the nature and complexity of the assignment and the number of students in a given class.  Parents should be aware that each teacher is unique, with different courses, student loads and schedules.  With these minimum standards in place we expect that parents will be able to get useful information online from all of their child’s teachers.  Parents are asked to refrain from comparing the length, number and duration of teacher assignments between courses and sections. 
Both my parent/guardian and I have read the course outline and understand the rules and expectations for this course.

Your name___________________

Your signature_________________

Parent/Guardian name_______________

Parent/Guardian signature___________________
