AP Italian Language and Culture
Course Overview and Learning Objectives
Conducted mostly in Italian, the course focuses on developing students Interpersonal, Presentational and Interpretive communication skills through the meaningful study of six cultural themes organized around essential questions and authentic materials. [CR1] These thematic units serve as foundations for practice of the aforementioned skills within a variety of contextualized activities. The course guides the students to explore culture and events in both contemporary and historical settings, and to examine products and practices of the target culture with regard to their perspectives. Classroom activities will consist of watching a variety of authentic videos, listening to audio files found on Italian web sites, and reading both literary texts, including fiction and poetry, as well as non-fiction, such as newspaper and magazine articles, without the use of dictionaries. Informal discussions and exchange of viewpoints will follow each activity in order to develop students’ Interpersonal learning mode. Grammar will be reviewed regularly through quizzes and exercises focusing both on function and form, use and usage. Formal and informal registers will be used for role-plays, interviews of Italians living and working in the community.
Skills Assessment 
Spoken Interpretive/Interpersonal/Presentational Communication
Thematic vocabulary is presented and studied. Students watch a selected program on <Rai.it>, and discuss its content in pairs or in small groups. They are asked to summarize it, respond by expressing their opinion, and presenting their ideas to the class for an open discussion or debate. While listening, they are also asked to take notes.

In addition to watching authentic Italian news broadcasts and programs related to each theme studied, guests speakers are invited, and field trips to local events at Italian cultural institutions are organized. Museum tours conducted in Italian are also scheduled. At these social and cultural gatherings, students are encouraged to interact exclusively in the target language with native speakers, and later report back to class their personal observations on the cross-cultural communicative strategies employed, use of registers, and the topics discussed. [CR3a]
Students are assigned both individual and group oral presentations in which they are required to use both the formal and the informal register. [CR5a] Presentations are student-centered. Those who are not presenting are required to take notes and be prepared to ask questions to their peers, and therefore actively interact with them.

Class discussions are both structured (debates), and semi-structured (open conversations conducted in pairs or in small groups).
Students will use the lab to watch selected Italian programs, music, and films, and make their own recordings using Audacity (a free software with dual compatibility with both PC and Mac platforms). These longer recordings will provide the teacher the opportunity to analyze and evaluate more closely students’ linguistic competence, fluency, and accuracy, and give students’ individualized feedback.
Written Interpersonal/Interpretive/Presentational Communication
Readings include newspaper and magazine articles available on the Internet, authentic literary texts (poems, novels, and short stories), or reading selections from their textbook. They practice personal, interpersonal, and presentational writing by keeping a journal synthesizing, analyzing, and discussing articles, videos, films, songs, podcasts, or literary texts. [CR4b] Furthermore, students write compositions both in class and at home based on the current theme. They are required to use both the formal and informal register, and check the grammar and vocabulary for appropriate use and usage. For compositions written at home, students will conduct a self review using Correction Codes. The instructor will then collect their first draft, and asks them to write their final draft taking into consideration both their peers’ and the teacher’s feedback. Grammar is constantly reviewed and integrated in each thematic activity. Students take periodic (and graded) review grammar quizzes.

Resources and Course Materials
I. Primary sources
Texts: 
Tognozzi/Cavatorta. Ponti: italiano terzo millennio , Heinle Cengage Learning, 2009.

Villa-Sella, Nicoletta. Ace the AP Italian Language and Culture Exam, Edizioni Farinelli, 2012.
Films: 
Pane e Tulipani, dir. Ettore Scola, 1987.

Io non ho paura, dir. Gabriele Salvatores, 2003.

I Cento Passi, dir. Marco Tullio Giordana, 2000.

La Meglio Gioventù, dir. Marco Tulio Giordana, 2003.
Web sites:
Rai.it

Italica.it

Radio.Rai.it

Repubblica.it

Ilnarratore.com

ilquotidianoinclasse.corriere.it

radioitalia.it
lastampa.it

panorama.it

espresso.repubblica.it

studenti.it

istat.it

radiomontecarlo.net

www.rtl.it
Didactic Web sites:

http://wordreference.com/
http://bbc.co.uk/languages/italian/
Course Planner
First Semester 
Unit 1: Immigrazione ed Emigrazione
Theme: Contemporary Life, Family and Society, Global Challenges
Essential Questions:

How are aspects of identity expressed in various situations?
How do language and culture influence identity?

How does one’s identity develop over time?
Learning Objectives
Discussing tolerance, integration and assimilation in a multicultural soci​ety and comparing it with students’ own cultural backgrounds. [CR6a], [CR6c] & [CR6d] 
Activities 
Reading Comprehension (ACE the AP and Ponti)
Listening Comprehension

Presentational / Interpersonal Speaking

Persuasive Essay

Email Writing 

Watching videos on the internet about the recent changes in Italian demographics and its implications; making comparisons between Italy and the US both in terms of cultural and linguistic changes. [CR4a]
Grammar

Present Tense

Comparatives/Superlatives

Unit 2: La Struttura Familiare; L’Amicizia e L’Amore, L’Infanzia e L’Adolescenza; Le Tradizioni e Le Cerimonie, Educazione e Carriera
Theme: Families & Communities, Contemporary Life, Global Challenges
Essential Questions: 

What constitutes a family in different societies?
How do individuals contribute to the well-being of communities?
How do the roles that families and communities assume differ in societies around the world?

How does the role of the family in the US differ from the one in Italy?

What are the challenges of contemporary life?
How do societies and individuals define quality of life?
How does education affect one’s future and success in life? 

What are the expectations young people have regarding their future?
Learning Objectives
Understanding the contemporary Italian family structure, and how it has changed and evolved; analyzing and discussing “mammismo” in terms of the current Italian economic uncertainties and the cultural and social concept of family bonding. Understanding the role of the family in today’s Italian society, and comparing it with that of the students. Understanding customs and ceremonies connected to the family, the role of Catholicism in Italian culture, and emerging family models. [CR7] & [CR8]
Students will learn about the structure of the Italian school system, in comparison to their own, and the difficult reality of facing the job market both in Italy and the US, in the current global economic crisis. [CR6c]
Activities
Reading Comprehension (ACE the AP and Ponti)

Listening Comprehension

Presentational / Interpersonal Speaking

Persuasive Essay

Email Writing 

Movie Based activities
Students brainstorm by discussing and comparing Italian family structure to theirs. [CR4b] Students read and discuss holidays and celebrations by reading blogs and stories, viewing films such as Pane e Tulipani. [CR2a] 
Students read and discuss in small groups excerpts from various texts which focuses on the themes of family relationships, adolescence, discomfort, separation, friendship, and death. 

Other activities include writing an essay based on the themes developed through the reading of the various texts; for example students can compare the family models portrayed in the films and texts viewed and analyzed to their own. [CR3b] & [CR4b]
Students will read newspaper articles about “mammismo” and the central role family still plays in Italian society. They make comparisons with their own life. [CR6c] & [CR6d]
Vocabulary and Grammar
La famiglia vocabulary 

Le feste e tradizioni vocabulary 

Everyday life Vocabulary

Prepositions

Combined pronouns / Reflexive pronouns with direct object pronouns/ double object pronouns
Gerund
Unit 3: Music, Film, Architecture, and Art (Musica, Film, Architettura e Arte)
Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics
Essential Questions:

How do ideals of beauty and aesthetics influence daily life? 

How has the definition and perception of beauty changed over time and across cultures?

How do the arts both challenge and reflect cultural perspectives?
Learning Objectives
Students will learn about Italian cultural and artistic heritage and its influence on America and the world. Students will explore music, architecture, and film. [CR6f]
Sample Activities
Students will visit a local museum or take part in a conducted interactive tour to provide highlights of the Italian collections.  Students listen actively. Later, they prepare both a written and oral presentation of what they have learned. [CR9] 
Students are assigned a group research project on an Italian artist, choosing from a visual artist, an architect, a musician, and a film director. Each week the focus will be on a particular artist and his or her works. Students prepare Power Point presentations. Biographies of the artists will be presented and discussed in class, while the rest of the class takes notes and prepares questions for each presentation. [CR4b] & [CR5a]
Students watch “Passpartout” by Philip Daverio on Rai.it., or Italica.rai.it. Note taking, summaries, and presentations of the content will follow. Observations on linguistic differences between the speakers will be noted, and different regional dialects examined and discussed. [CR8]
The film Io non ho paura by Niccolò Ammaniti will be viewed.  Students will discuss in small groups the main themes pre​sented in both film, focusing on the role of the family, adolescence, the Camorra, the “questione meridionale” and its economic and political roots, and will branch out to a larger, worldwide discussion of the “Southern regions” of the globe; how they view diversity, marginalization, poverty, violence, and isolation. 
Activities 
Reading Comprehension (ACE the AP and Ponti)

Listening Comprehension

Presentational / Interpersonal Speaking

Persuasive Essay

Email Writing 

Movie Based activities
Grammar
Ci and ne

Piacere

Indefinite adjectives and pronouns
Unit 4: Famiglia e Società, Vita Contemporanea, Identità Privata e Pubblica, Bellezze e Estetica, Sfide Globali
Theme: Families & Communities, Contemporary Life, Global Challenges, Beauty and Esthetics 

Essential Questions: 

How do young people contribute to communities through volunteer work?  

How was the Italian language born?

How does the approach to working differ in Italy and the United States?

Learning Objectives
Understanding the contemporary Italian life and language, and how it has changed and evolved. Understanding customs and ceremonies connected to the communities, the role of Catholicism in Italian culture as opposed to superstition. [CR7] & [CR8]
Activities
Reading Comprehension (ACE the AP and Ponti)

Listening Comprehension

Presentational / Interpersonal Speaking

Persuasive Essay

Email Writing 

Vocabulary and Grammar
Ecology and Society vocabulary

Relative Pronouns – Chi and Che

Subjunctive
Unit 5: The global economic crisis and its impact on the individual, the role of technology. 
La Crisi Economica Globale e Il Suo Impatto sull’Individuo; Il Ruolo della Tecnologia
Theme: Global Challenges, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life
Essential Questions: 
What environmental, political, and social issues pose challenges to societies throughout the
world?
How do societies and individuals define quality of life?

How do developments in science and technology impact our life? 

Learning Objectives
Discussing what changes of overcoming the present global challenges Italy has, and what constitutes the core of “il sistema Italiano”.
Discuss the trend of the new generations in terms of technology. [CR6b]
Discovering the contributions made by Italian scientists, engineers, and architects. 

Discussing the quality of life in our contemporary society. Students compare their quality of life with that of their Italian peers using social network (Facebook/ YouTube/Twitter.) [CR6d] 
Sample Activities
Students brainstorm about the major global challenges Italy (and the rest of the world) is facing. Students will conduct research on a global challenge of their choice using exclusively Italian Internet resources. They will then use what they have learned to prepare an oral presentation, a poster, and graphs. They must also compare the data between Italy, the EU, and the US. [CR5b] & [CR6a]
 Students research the technological advances Italy has made since WWII, and compare them to the US. They then discuss the impact of technology in their life, and how technology can increase or lessen their chances of building their future. 

Students debate advantages and disadvantages of technology in education, and in their daily life. [CR6c] 
Students watch a video on “il lavoro precario” and reading an article about “la fuga dei cervelli”<http://www.repubblica.it/2009/11/sezioni/scuola_e_universita/ servizi/celli-lettera/celli-lettera/celli-lettera.html> [CR2b]
Students read and discuss the importance of the Erasmus program for Italian students, and compare this program to similar opportunities available to American students. They also discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each (cost, length of time, traveling, effectiveness in finding a job). [CR6c]
Students discuss “la fuga dei cervelli” (brain drain) in Italy, occurring especially among graduate students who cannot find a job. Students draw comparisons to similar phenomena in the US. The exchange of different points of view culminates in writing an essay in class, without the use of a dictionary. 
Reading Comprehension (ACE the AP and Ponti)

Listening Comprehension

Presentational / Interpersonal Speaking

Persuasive Essay

Email Writing 
Vocabulary and Grammar
The virtual world/Computers Vocabulary

The Conditional Tense – Present and Past

Impersonal Si
