Hendrick Hudson High School Chorus
Student Handbook
	The goal of the student handbook is to make clear what students can expect out of the choral program, and what will be expected of them. 
Vocal Evaluation Process


All singers must be evaluated each year for the director. The most significant benefit of this evaluation is to assess a singer’s voice. From one year to the next, teenage voice range can change an entire fifth. This could mean that a student, in one year, could change from being a high tenor to a low baritone. If that student were to continue singing high tenor, he could strain his voice and cause potentially permanent damage. An evaluation keeps the director current on where students are in their vocal development.
The Evaluation will include:
       Range check (up and down the keyboard on a vocal exercise) 
       Tonal memory (repeating a short melody played on piano) 
       Sight singing (singing melody never seen before) 
Remember, this evaluation does not affect your grade. This process is used to assess where you are at in your vocal development, and to place you in the proper section.

Instructional Method & Materials
Instruction will be presented by generally accepted standards of choral techniques, discussion, demonstration and performance. Specifically, students will be asked to learn through vocal modeling, verbal and non-verbal instruction, repetition and practice, and intense listening.
A folder and all music will be checked out to the student and returned by the end of the school year. No textbook is required for choir. The student will be provided with a pencil and utilize the pencil at rehearsals. Music and folders not returned will result in a charge for replacement. Grades will be withheld until such items are returned or paid for.
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Class Descriptions & Outcomes
Rehearsal Policy
	Rehearsals are intense, requiring absolute focus on the music. In order to listen intensely and sing with freedom, one must free oneself from external distractions. Students should maintain sole focus in rehearsal on the music, to the exclusion of other studies, homework, meals and social life. In other words, the rehearsal is your time to sing, expand your knowledge of music and your voice and learn the music. It is not the time to catch up on your history reading, grab a quiet candy bar or to find out who is going to Prom with whom.

Rehearsal Guidelines. 
      1.    Each student needs to be heading to his or her seat at the sound of the FIRST chord.  Students are marked tardy if they are not in their seat by the SECOND chord. 
2.    Food and beverages will not be allowed in rehearsal. The only exception is those students who give up their lunch period to take Chorus. 
3.    Chairs must remain on the floor, not tipped back or leaning against the wall. 
4.    Each student is responsible for his/her own music, folder and pencil, and must have it with them for the entire rehearsal. 
5.    Students must remain focused and ready to sing for the entire rehearsal. 
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Rehearsal Expectations
     1.    Be prepared for rehearsals physically, emotionally and intellectually. 
2.    Be in the rehearsal room early. 
3.    Have folder, music, and pencil ready at the beginning of rehearsal. 
4.    Rehearsal starts precisely on time and all talking ceases and listening begins. 
5.    Listen for and respond to instructions during warm up. 
6.    While rehearsing the music, listen for exactly where to start, who is to sing and what they are to do. The instructions are quick, concise and the point. 
7.    While singing, always listen for intonation, rhythmic precision, blend and balance. 
     8.    While others are singing, listen for phrasing, tone quality, and interpretation that can be transferred to your part. 
9.  Mark your scores with breath marks, dynamics, pitch and rhythm reminders. You cannot remember them all. 
10. Ask questions by raising your hand to be acknowledged. 
11. Save talking for quick, music-related comments in the section. If you need a little time, ask.   It is expected that when changing songs, a few moments of talking will be acceptable.  However, as soon as the chord is sounded, all talking stops immediately!  
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Grading Policy

Students in all Choirs will be given a weekly grade based on the expectations listed below. If the student follows all expectations, they will receive 20 points a day totaling 100 points for the week.  If the student is not following these expectations, a point will be deducted each time they do not comply.  This Classroom Rehearsal Grade will be worth 80% of the final grade.  

Student is always prepared to sing when called upon
Student is sitting up with proper posture
Student is sitting in correct seat
No talking at all except during transitions
Student is marking score at all times
Student is participating in sight reading exercises
Student is participating in vocal warm up
No use of electronic equipment
Student is singing with correct singing techniques (vowels and breathing)
Student is in seat when second chord is played



Lessons
All students are required to attend weekly lessons.  Lessons are 20% of the final grade.  The students are allowed to miss 2 lessons a quarter.
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CONCERT POLICY
The regular school concerts are an extension of the school day. Therefore expectations are the same for concerts as they are for the school day, and students will be graded as such. Each singer is integral to the success of the choir. An analogy can be made between a choral performance and a sports team in that they both take a team effort to obtain success. They are different in that everyone in a choral ensemble is a starter and there is no replacement for that performer.
Attendance- All concerts are required and are a part of each student’s grades. Concerts are scheduled in the spring before the following school year or during the summer. All concert dates will be made known at the beginning of the year (see page 6) so that students and their families may put them on their calendars. Proper excuses (funeral, sever illness, etc.) will be dealt with in a fair manner. Work is not an excused absence from a performance.
All efforts will be made to avoid school calendar conflicts. The rule of thumb is the first event on the school calendar is the event that takes precedence. In the case that a school event conflicts with a concert, the director, principal, coach and/or Activities Director will work to resolve it with the student’s best interest in mind.
Despite the best-made plans, emergencies happen. Should an emergency arise making a student unable to attend, the student must make every effort to inform the director as soon as possible. In the event that prior notification cannot be made, the student must take the initiative to talk to the director after the concert. In cases where an absence is deemed excused, the student will meet with the teacher and discuss a make-up assignment and a due date.  If a concert absence is deemed unexcused (e.g., an unforeseen shopping trip or lack of planning ahead), no make-up work will be given and the student’s grade will be dropped accordingly.

Call Times- Call times need to be strictly adhered to for all events. A schedule for the year is made known well in advance. Students are expected to clear their calendar and commit to these dates. When a call time is given, it means that students should be dressed appropriately, prepared and in assigned places. This is necessary especially when multiple choirs are singing at one event.
Performance Attire- What we hear is affected greatly by what we see. Therefore it is traditional and essential for performing ensembles to dress alike. While individuality is a positive thing, it should not be expressed in how we dress for a concert. All students must adhere to the dress code stated by the director for each individual performing group. 



SEE REQUIRED ATTIRE FOR THE DIFFERENT PERFORMING GROUPS BELOW.
Concert Choir Attire
Men: 
         Black dress shirt – provided by teacher (for fee) 
       Silver Tie -provided by teacher (for fee)
       Black dress pants (no black denim) – provided by student
       Black socks and Black shoes (no sport/utility shoes) – provided by student
Women:
          Blouse - provided by teacher (for fee)
          Long Black Skirt – provided by teacher (for fee)
          Black Shoes (no flip flops) – provided by student
Treble Chorus Attire
Formal Dress – provided by teacher (for fee)
Black Shoes – provided by student
Jewelry – provided by teacher (for fee)
HenHud Harmonizers
Men:
Suit Jacket - provided by teacher (for fee)
Suit Pants - provided by teacher (for fee)
White Shirt - provided by teacher (for fee)
Blue Tie - provided by teacher (for fee)
Black socks and Black shoes (no sport/utility shoes) – provided by student

Women:

Formal Dress – provided by teacher (for fee)
Black Shoes – provided by student
Jewelry – provided by teacher (for fee)
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IMPORTANT DATES

HHHS WINTER CONCERT - DECEMBER 16, 2015 at 7:30 pm
**********Snow date – December 21, 2015**************

HHHS SPRING CONCERT – May 24, 2016 at 7:30 pm
Music in the Parks Competition at Great Adventure – 
TBD
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HHHS Choral Department
CONTRACT

Erica Denler, Director

As the parent of ____________________________, I have read through the HHHS Choral Department Handbook.  I have reviewed the information with my son/daughter.  We fully understand the requirements of being a member of ____________________ (name of class).  We also understand the commitment to the following HHHS Choral Department performances during the 2012-2013 school year.  

HHHS Winter Concert - December 16, 2015 at 7:30 pm
HHHS Spring Concert – May 24, 2016 at 7:30 pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Music in the Parks Competition at Great Adventure – TBD


________________________________________                   __________________
Parent Signature                                                     Date


As a member of __________________, I have read the requirements and understand what my responsibilities are and what is expected of me.  I agree to adhere to the attendance policies for the Chorus Concerts.  

________________________________________                    ___________________
 Student Signature                                                    Date

Thank You for Your Support
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