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Distance Learning Online 3/20-3/27

In the era in which The Diviners happens there was no email, no Instagram or Facebook.  People kept in touch by writing letters!  Letters between friends and family were kinda like an extended Twitter post.  Talk to your parents - ask if they have any letters they wrote when they were younger, and look at how they communicated.  Your mission:  get into the Diviners mindset by writing two old-fashioned, snail mail-style letters!

1.  Write a letter from you, a theatre student at BMJH, to your character in the play.  (Crew, you may write a letter to any character in the play that you like.)
2. Write a letter from your character to another character in the play.  (Crew, you may choose which character to write as.)


A. Each letter should be between 150 and 200 words.
B. Use the correct format for letters, as shown in the attached example.
C. If you have more than one character, choose 1.
D. Letters should be typed (or may be handwritten and scanned) and shared with me on Office 365.  If you handwrite, be sure it is legible.  If you’re having trouble with this, you may email them to mcknightl@pearlandisd.org.
E. What you write is up to you – tell the latest news, “chat” about current events, ask advice, give advice, dish about the other characters, etc…use your creativity and imagination.
F. Extra points if you hand write on lovely stationery, or to “create” stationery on your computer.
G. All letters must be submitted by midnight on Friday 3/27 for a grade.


Enrichment – check out this YouTube video of a famous “letter” aria.  Baby Doe writes a letter to her mother about the end of her marriage and the new love she has found in her life.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQTHD4-T524


SAMPLE LETTER



	March 20, 2020


Dear Horace, 

It’s been a while since I’ve heard from you.  I just wanted to check in and make sure things are going well in Yonkers, that you are happy, and that your Hay and Feed business is booming.  You’re so talented as selling horse supplies!  I’m sure you’re cleaning up.

Things in New York are quite exciting.  The Harmonia Gardens is being renovated – I know, can you believe it?  I’ve been spending my Saturday nights there, although without a dancing partner, it isn’t as exciting as it was in the old days.  

Yesterday I ran into a lovely young friend, Irene Molloy, and it struck me that she might be just the match you are looking for.  She’s quite charming, and an independent businesswoman.  She lost her husband a couple of years ago, and I know she would make someone a marvelous wife.  Shall I arrange a meeting?

Please give my regards to Cornelius and Barnaby, and give Ermengarde a tissue for me.  Looking forward to seeing you soon.  

Warmest regards, 



Dolly Gallagher Levi
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