Rena Stinedurf
Algebra I
rena.stinedurf@maypearlisd.org
Conference Time: Monday- Friday 8:00 - 8:50 am

Objective: The purpose of this course is to teach students the 9th grade Math TEKS in accordance with the State of Texas. This is a high-school credited course.  It is important for students to maintain a C or better to receive credit, or he/she will be expected to repeat the course in 9th grade.  It is also to prepare students for 10th grade Geometry (to be taken as a 9th grader) and beyond. Students will be taught using several methods such as cooperative learning, hands-on activities, traditional lectures, note-taking, worksheets, graphic organizers, and problem-solving using higher-level thinking.  

Rules:
All rules in accordance with the Student Handbook are expected to be followed.  Collaboration and communication is encouraged almost daily, but students will need to practice a certain level of  self-control to receive the best learning experience out of this upper-level mathematics course. 

Consequences:
	Please refer to the Student Handbook pertaining to MISD disciplinary measures. However, parent communication is my preferred method of resolution if resolution cannot be found by having a discussion with the student.


Communication:
	Any requests for a phone call will be answered within 24 hours. However, the best method of contact is email. 

Technology Usage
	We use TI-84 Calculators in class, but the calculator does not need to be purchased for home use.  Cell phones or other personal electronic devices will not be allowed in class. 


Academic Dishonesty:
	Cheating is taken very seriously.  Any student caught cheating may receive:
· A zero on the assignment
· A referral/detention
· Communication to the parent







Tutoring:
	Tutoring will be offered when needed. Typically, my classroom is open to students after school every day (with exception for meetings or events).  Students may come in to work/get help. Students that are coming in with any other intention may be asked to leave. Please note that students that are putting forth their best effort in the classroom and still struggling will receive individualized priority (in tutoring) over those that are choosing not to pay attention or do work. Distance Learners also have access to after school tutoring. A request can be made by email so that a Google Teams meeting can be arranged.

Drop Grade:
	Each six weeks, the lowest class work or homework grade will be dropped.  This allows for the element of human error on one assignment. The dropped grade will be indicated by a “EX” on the parent portal or a progress report. This does not apply to tests or quizzes.

Grading System:
		60% Test (per MISD policy)
		40%
Classwork & Quizzes
		Homework
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Re-Testing Policy 
	Prior to retesting, students must show mastery of the material.  How mastery is shown is at the discretion of the teacher, and a student may be asked to attend a tutoring session or complete a review before the retest. 

Academics & Athletics: 
	Student athletes are expected to be the leaders at Maypearl both on and off the field.  Students that do not pass will not be allowed to play.  Teachers may report behavior issues to coaches as needed.

Calculator Use & STAAR Testing
	Calculators CAN be used on the Algebra I STAAR EOC Test.  We will begin to use them during the 3rd or 4th week of school.   Students in Algebra I will take the 9th grade EOC exam instead of taking the 8th grade STAAR Math test. 
  
Note-Taking & Textbooks
	We may use textbooks to supplement our learning.  Therefore, note-taking in class is imperative & required. Notes are allowed to be taken home.  There are always several examples of concepts that we learn in class that can be found online. It is encouraged that students seek out these examples when they are struggling to understand something at home. 

Google Classroom & Remind 101 Codes

Google Classroom Code: hdtnoln			Remind101: Text @kkddk8 to 81010
