Senior Scholarships and Announcements (Set 1—September 7, 2018)
1. Keep a senior folder to stay informed, reminded, and organized about all of your senior year responsibilities.  Use your senior handbook as a reference guide. 

2. Begin applying to colleges NOW… at least 2-3. (Don’t wait on an ACT score or GPA. Those can be updated later).. Go to the college website and click on “Admissions” or “Prospective Students” and follow directions to apply for admission. For colleges with admission application fees, students on free/reduced lunch can use waivers from Guidance Office.

a. Refer to your senior handbook about types of colleges and how to choose a college. For example, do they offer the degree program you are interested in? Do you / can you meet their ACT/ GPA /course requirements? 

b. When you apply, the college will need your high school transcript. Use your account at parchment.com (created this week in class!) to request a transcript to be sent. Students on free/reduced lunch get 4 free mailings.  All other mailings will cost about $3.25 each. 

c. Other admission requirements: 2-year colleges will require a notarized proof of ID. You can take care of this anytime this year onsite at the college. Some colleges also require a residency signature page. Make sure you complete ALL admission requirements (forms, ID, transcript request, payment/application fee) for each college you apply to, and do so before their deadlines. 
d. ACT scores have to be sent directly to them from ACT. Log in to your ACT account (actstudent.org) to send scores if you did not list them when you tested. 

3. TAKE THE ACT. Remember, colleges use ACT for admission and scholarship determination. Higher ACT = $$$ for you.

a. If you are taking the ACT Sept : Be at the test center by 8:00 am. Students must be registered; bring picture ID, admission ticket, calculator, and pencil.
b. ACT October 27. Deadline to register without a late fee is Sept 28. Register at actstudent.org. Fee Waivers available in Guidance Office for Free/Reduced lunch students.  Make sure you list college codes (who will get your scores), as well as NCAA (code 9999) if you plan to play collegiate sports. Our school code is 012650 and testing center code is 162870 for Lawrence County High School. You must upload a picture ID. Check with colleges to see which ACT Test is the last they will accept for  scholarship consideration.  Writing portion is required for some colleges. 
4. Attend College Preview/ Campus visit days. Remember you can attend 2 college visits as excused school days this year. Notify the office before you attend and bring proof of your trip upon return.
5. Explore college and career pathways at helpful websites like bigfuture.com , alcareerinfo.org, onetonline.org, careerkey.com, mynextmove.org, and mymajors.com. We also have a career coach (Melissa Godsey) who can meet with you individually to help you explore the best career pathway for you. 
6. If you plan to play collegiate sports, register for NCAA eligibility at eligibilitycenter.org. Fee waivers available for free/reduced lunch students. 

7. FAFSA opens Ocotober 1st!!!. In the meantime, all seniors and their parents must create an FSA ID at fsaid.ed.gov. Your parents will need to pull their 201 tax return documents to complete the 2019-20 FAFSA. Many colleges require you to complete the FAFSA to be eligible for other  scholarships.  
8. Use FREE* scholarship search sites like achievealabama.org (Cappex); financialaidfinder.com, www.fastweb.com, finaid.com, and www.scholarships.com to do your own personal scholarship searches. I will list scholarships each month but there are THOUSANDS more to research as potential money makers for you! Also remember that I will usually only list “community” scholarships. GO TO COLLEGE WEBSITES to apply for College scholarships such as leadership, foundational, or academic scholarships. Each college has its own process for scholarship applications, so become familiar with the steps and deadlines necessary for YOUR colleges 
of interest! *NEVER PAY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH. 

SCHOLARSHIP LIST #1
	Scholarship
	Description
	$$
	Deadline
	Contact

	Better Business Bureau 2017 Torch Awards 
	Leadership, Community Service, Academics, Essay (for juniors and seniors)
	$1,000
	September 14
	www.bbb.org/northern-alabama/torch-scholarship-application

	Quest Bridge National College Match*
	Top 5-10% in class; ACT 28; household earning less thatn $65,000
	Varies
	Sept 27
	www.questbridge.org 

*See their list of college partners

	Don’t Text and Drive

(Grades 9-12)
	140 Character message about text/driving;

Finalist will be asked to write an essay
	$1000
	Sept 30
	digitalresponsibility.org 

	Shout it Out
	Essay Contest (250 words or less)
	$1500
	Sept 30
	unigo.com/scholarships 

	Wendy’s High School Heisman
	Senior student athlete with at least a 3.0 average; each school has a girl and boy winner (recognition only)
	Varies; school can win up to $5000
	October 17
	www.wendyshighschoolheisman.com 



	AES Engineers Scholarship
	GPA; Personal essay; for students going into engineering
	$500
	Oct 6
	www.aesengineers.com
click Scholarships for essay topic

	Horatio Alger
	Perseverance through adversity,  financial need, GPA 2.0+ (national, state, vocational, and target degree categories)
	Up to $25,000
	Oct 25
	scholars.horatioalger.org



	Coca-Cola Scholars
	Academics, Leadership, Service


	$20,000
	Oct 31
	www.coca-colascholars.org

	Prudential Spirit of Community (9-12)
	Significant volunteer / community service (Grades 5-12)
	$1000 and a trip to DC
	Nov 6
	www.prudential.com/spirit

	Smith Scholarship Foundation
	Community service;  financial need; FAFSA completed 
	Up to $15,000
	Jan 5
	www.smithscholarships.com

	FBLA – PBL Foundation Scholarship
	Paid member of AL FBLA and attending state FBLA conference
	$1000
	Dec 15
	www.alabamafbla.org and click on documents

	LC Cattlemen’s Scholarship
	Applicants parent, guardian, or grandparent must be an active member of the association for at least the last 3 consecutive years.
	To be determined
	November 1st
	Application available in Coach Hill’s office

Visit Bamabeef.org for more scholarship opportunities.

	Unigo Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship 2018


	The sponsor is looking for eligible applicants who follow directions and submit applications that are well-written and clearly and creatively address the topic.
	$2000
	October 31st
	https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/by-state/alabama-scholarships/unigo-zombie-apocalypse-scholarship-2018/1003659


**I have checked each of these sites but you are responsible for making sure the deadline dates are correct!!!

***Ask your parents if their workplace or bank/ credit union offers scholarships for dependents. NUCOR and Listerhill are 2 examples who do so.
