CATASAUQUA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
English As a Second Language Program
Mission Statement

The mission of the Catasauqua Area School District English as a Second Language (ESL) Program is to provide support and intensive instruction in English and American culture to Non- and Limited English Proficient (NEP and LEP) students which will enable them to become successful in the mainstream classroom, school environment, and the community at large. 

Educational Program Design

ESL instruction will take place in the ESL classroom. In the ESL classroom, English will be presented as the language of instruction in a language intensive setting. Basic interpersonal communication skills as well as cognitive academic language proficiency will be developed. Students will receive quality instruction in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and critical thinking. 
ESL students will participate in the regular education content classes to the level of their English proficiency. Adaptations and modifications will be maid by the mainstream teacher; the ESL teacher will serve as a resource.

Curriculum & Instruction

Planned instruction in ESL includes listening, speaking, reading and writing at different levels of proficiency (beginning, intermediate and advanced). The amount and type of standards-based ESL instruction provided to students depends upon their level of language development and proficiency as determined by an appropriate English language proficiency instrument. Every effort is made to adhere to the recommended amounts of daily instructional time: for non-English speaking student – 2 to 3 hours; beginner – 2 hours; intermediate – 1 to 1½ hours; advanced – 1 hour. However, due to scheduling and individual building constraints, ESL instructional times vary and are based upon the individual needs of the student. Students who have exited the program are monitored for progress. 

In order to achieve academic standards, students are scheduled in content area classes with the understanding that they may not be able to comprehend all the instruction. Content area instruction is aligned with the corresponding standards and adapted to meet the needs of the students. Content area teachers adapt courses of study to meet student needs. 

The ESL teacher determines when a student is ready to proceed from one proficiency level to another, or from an ESL class/program using multiple measures that provide information on the students' listening, speaking, reading and writing proficiency. The student's progress is then monitored for two years after the student has exited from the program. 
Educational Program Goals
Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) are performance targets that are required by NCLB Title III and include:  1) making progress toward English language proficiency as measured by the state English language proficiency (ELP) assessment; 2) attaining English language proficiency as measured by the state English language proficiency (ELP) assessment; and 3) meeting AYP as measured by the state content assessment (PSSA/PASA). 

Staffing

Catasauqua Area School District ESL teachers have had the required training in second language acquisition, instructional methodology, and assessment techniques. Staff development opportunities are provided and encouraged by the district. Staff development for mainstream teachers on ESL issues is addressed through district staff development opportunities and grade level/department/team meetings during the school year. 
Student Identification & Assessment

The following procedures will be utilized to identify and assess students for ESL program qualification:

· Upon registration, all students will be required to complete a Home Language Survey

· For those students whose primary language is other than English (PHLOTE), a copy of the home language survey will be sent to the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum & Assessment. 

· Upon receipt of the Home Language Survey, the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum & Assessment will send a copy of the Home Language Survey and the ESL Program Roster Excel Spreadsheet to the respective ESL teacher for completion.

· The ESL teacher will place a copy of the Home Language Survey in the student’s ESL classroom folder.

· The ESL teacher will administer the appropriate language proficiency assessment (the W-APT will be required upon release of the updated ESL BEC) and will use multiple measures to determine whether the student qualifies for English as a Second Language instruction. Measures may be formal or informal and may include: report card grades, curriculum based assessments, teacher observations, portfolios, standardized assessments, benchmark assessments, etc.

· Upon qualification for ESL instruction, the ESL teacher will: 
· Complete the required ESL Program student information in the Excel spreadsheet. 
· Email the completed Excel spreadsheet to the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum & Assessment. 

· Complete the appropriate TransAct forms, provide a copy to the building counselor, place a copy in the student’s ESL folder, and send the original to Secretary to the Director of Curriculum & Assessment. The Secretary to the Director of Curriculum & Assessment will mail the original home to the parent/guardian.
IMPORTANT NOTE: On an annual basis, parents will be notified of continuing placement in ESL using the appropriate TransAct form and procedure outlined above.

· Notify the building principal and work with the guidance counselor to determine appropriate scheduling.

· Notify the content area teachers of the ESL student’s language proficiency level and document that this communication has occurred. 

· Assist teachers in determining the appropriate instructional/assessment modifications and document these communications/meetings.

· Work with administration and teachers to mail translated parent communications if necessary.

· For students who do not qualify for ESL instruction, the ESL teacher will document in the student folder the reason(s) for non-qualification and notify the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum and Assessment as to whether the student:

1. will be monitored informally for a period of time by the ESL teacher to see if the student’s grades warrant placement into the ESL program.
OR 

2. the student will not be monitored and will not receive ESL instruction.
Exiting ESL Students
In order to meet the required state exit criteria for Pennsylvania’s English language instructional programs for ELLs, the district will use both of the following required and one of the additional exit criteria:

Required Exit Criteria:

1. Score of BASIC on the annual Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA). 
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 

· For students transferring from other states, out-of-state academic achievement assessment results may be considered when the academic proficiency level is comparable to BASIC on the PSSA.

· For students that are in a grade that is not assessed with the PSSA, the district  must use each of the remaining criteria listed below to exit students.

2. Scores of 5.0 on a Tier C ACCESS for ELLs assessment (see Items A and B below for cutoff score flexibility)

A. Following the scoring criteria in the table below, the W-APT may be administered between April and June to students who scored below the minimum cutoff for program exit on the January administration of the ACCESS in order to demonstrate sufficient progress to justify exit. 

NOTE: The W-APT may ONLY be administered to a student once in any school year.

      
Grade Level     ACCESS Score        Required W-APT Scores*

      
1-5             

4.6-4.9             
5.0 in each domain 

      
6-8             

4.7-4.9           
 
5.0 in each domain

      
9-12           

4.8-4.9             
5.0 in each domain

* A student must score 5.0 in each domain (listening, speaking, reading and writing). A composite proficiency score will not be used.  

B. A score of PROFICIENT on the reading PSSA can be used along with all other required criteria outlined in this policy to justify exit for students who achieve a composite proficiency score of 4.5 to 4.9 on the January administration of the ACCESS. In this case, W-APT scores are not necessary to demonstrate progress from the time of ACCESS administration to the end of the school year. 

Additional Exit Criteria:

1. Final grades of C or better in core subject areas (Mathematics, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies).

2. Scores on district-wide assessments that are comparable to the BASIC performance level on the PSSA.

Monitoring ESL Students
A requirement of NCLB Title III: Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient

and Immigrant Students is to monitor transitioned (exited) students’ academic

achievement and progress for a period of two years after exit from an ESL/bilingual

program. Specifically the law states:

Section 3121(a)(4) a description of the progress made by

children in meeting challenging State academic content

and student academic achievement standards for each of

the 2 years after such children are no longer receiving

services under this part.

On a quarterly basis, the ESL teacher will monitor a former ELL’s academic achievement after exit to ensure that he/she is continuing to progress and be successful without encountering difficulty as a result of English language skills. Monitoring shall begin as soon as the student exits an ESL/bilingual program. For students who exit a program at the end of the school year, monitoring begins the following school year. The ESL teacher will consider multiple criteria such as grades, local and state assessment scores, work samples, and other relevant academic achievement records. 
During the two year monitoring period, any student encountering academic difficulty that

is determined to be a result of English language skills may be reclassified and placed

back into an ESL/bilingual education program if needed. Content and ESL teachers will collaborate to determine whether revaluation is necessary. All documentation will be maintained in the student record folder.

Parents will be notified of the student’s progress and any evaluation to reclassify the student into an ESL/bilingual program if monitoring of student academic achievement and progress identifies the need for continued ESL/bilingual instruction.

Parent Communication

Federal regulations require districts to provide information about program qualification, assessment, academic achievement and related issues to parents in their native language or in their preferred mode of communication. The district uses translated TransAct documents for the aforementioned purposes. Additionally, the district has allotted funds for interpretation services.
Special Education
Students who are English language learners may be eligible for special education services once it has been determined that the disability exists and this disability is not solely due to lack of instruction or proficiency in the English language. All ELLs eligible for special education services whether in the district or intermediate unit classrooms will continue to receive ESL instruction at the appropriate proficiency and developmental level. 


