


Catasauqua Area School District
Planned Course of Study



Course Title:  Visual Art

Grade Level(s):  Third Grade, Fourth Grade

Text:  Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain, Betty Edwards. Tales of the Towpath, Dennis Scholl.


Course Description

The 3rd and 4th grade curriculum will build on the foundation of knowledge and skills laid out from Kindergarten. Starting in 3rd grade, projects become more open ended and student driven. This places more responsibility on the student during the planning and creation of each artwork to make their own decisions. This decision making will begin to develop critical response strategies that students will use to critique their own work and the work of others, both historical and of classmates. Students will take part in class discussions and daily critiques to develop speaking and writing skills. 

Projects will begin to take a cross-curricular approach where a project may start in one class or content area and finish in another. In previous years, students are introduced to the fact that more than one technique can be used to create an artwork. During this curriculum, students will find that an artwork can be developed using more than just artistic skill. Throughout history, artists have used history, math, science, and engineering skills, among many other disciplines, to inform their artwork and artistic vision. Students will also complete group projects that challenge their cooperation and communication skills.

Finally, throughout the year students will explore where art can be found. Surveying contemporary popular culture and historical artworks will work to expand each student’s view of what art is. During discussions and assignments, students will find that there are many aspects of everyday life where art can be found, art is no longer reserved for museums and history books. 




Essential Questions
Third Grade:
1. Why are planning, creating, and refining essential elements of the art-making process?
2. Why must people be able to talk about art and have clear opinions to judge the quality of an artwork?
3. What role does observation play in our assessment of an artwork’s quality?
4. How do people talk about the quality of an artwork?
5. How has the definition of art changed over time?
Fourth Grade:
1. How do artists document their ideas?
2. How do observation and description help us to make meaning about a work of art?
3. How does setting affect our judgment of a work’s quality?
4. How do artists of the past inspire future artists?
5. How do people use art to communicate ideas about current events in the world?

Competencies
1. Art-making is a continual process of planning, creating, and refining. While engaged in the art-making process, document the phases of planning, creating, and refining, and describe the purposes of these steps.
2. People must be able to articulate their thoughts and defend their position in order to engage in critical analysis. Articulate personal thoughts and defend a position within a critique of their own artwork.
3. Observing a work of art is an important part of forming a judgment about its quality. Closely observe a work of art and form a judgment about its quality based on this observation.
4. Artists document ideas and observations through journals, sketchbooks, samples, models, photographs and/or electronic files/portfolios. Document the evolution of an idea by maintaining a process portfolio.
5. Observation and description help us make meaning about a work of art. Identify possible meanings of a work of art based on a close observation of the work.
6. The setting in which we view a work can influence our judgment of the work’s quality. View works of art in different settings and describe the effect setting has on their judgment of the work’s quality.
7. Students will use knowledge of “structures and functions”.
8. Students will understand and apply media, techniques, and processes.
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Course Syllabus


	Course Content

	Tentative
Timeframe
	National Standards
	State
Standards

	Establish art room rules, procedures and expectations.

	1 Lesson
	1
	9.1.5.H

	Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes.

	Throughout school year
	1
	9.1.5.B
9.1.5.C
9.1.5.D
9.1.5.E
9.1.5.J


	Using knowledge of structures and functions (visual organization and visual communication skills).

	Throughout school year
	2
	9.1.5.A

	Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.

	Throughout school year
	3
	9.4.5.A
9.4.5.B
9.4.5.D

	Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.

	Throughout school year
	4
	9.2.5.A
9.2.5.B
9.2.5.C
9.2.5.D
9.2.5.G
9.2.5.K

	Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

	Occasionally throughout school year (during and after projects)
	5
	9.3.5.A
9.3.5.B
9.3.5.C
9.3.5.D
9.3.5.F
9.4.5.A
9.4.5.D

	Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines.

	Occasionally throughout school year
	6
	9.2.5.F



Teaching Strategies Utilized
Teacher Demonstrations
Direct instruction
Student production of work
Choral response
Exit ticket
Critical evaluation
Group collaboration


Catasauqua Area School District 				Course Title: Visual Art
									Grade Level: 3-4
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	National Standard
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Establish art room rules, procedures and expectations.

a. Introduce students to physical space of classrooms

b. Establish expectations for projects

c. Review behavior policies for classroom and school

d. Establish routines for art room cleanliness  
	

M
R
	

· First Day in the Art Room

· Student Name Tags
	

· Group discussion

· Teacher observation
	

1
	

9.1.5.H

	Resources/Materials

	Oak tag, yarn, markers, PowerPoint presentation

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	N/A
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	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	National Standard
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes.

a. Know the differences between materials, techniques and processes

b. Describe how different materials, techniques, and processes cause different responses

c. Use different media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas, experiences, and stories

d. Use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner
	

AW
K
AP
M
R
	

Third Grade:
· The 5 Patterns of Nature
· Op Art (3rd grade)
· Keith Haring Figures
· Keith Haring Printmaking (etching)
· Public Art Sculpture
· Holiday Ornament (3rd Grade)
· Origami
· Paper Mache Letter
· Todd Parr Posters
· Self-Portrait with Emotion
· Clay Coil Pots

Fourth Grade:
· Pablo Picasso Self-Portrait
· Creature Product Design
· Holiday Ornament (4th grade)
· Yearbook Cover Contest
· Right-Brain Drawing
· Finn’s Idol (Towpath unit)
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· One Point Perspective Drawing (Towpath unit)
· Loom Weaving
· Collagraph Printmaking

	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

1
	

9.1.5.B
9.1.5.C
9.1.5.D
9.1.5.E
9.1.5.J


	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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	PA
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	The student will be able to:

Using knowledge of structures and functions.

a. Know the differences among visual characteristics and purposes of art in order to convey ideas

b. Describe how different expressive features and organizational principles cause different responses

c. Use visual structures and functions of art to communicate ideas
	

AW
K
AP
M
R
	

Third Grade:
· The 5 Patterns of Nature
· Keith Haring Figures
· Keith Haring Printmaking
· Public Art Sculpture
· Paper Mache Letter
· Todd Parr Posters
· Self-Portrait with Emotion

Fourth Grade:
· Pablo Picasso Self-Portrait
· Creature Product Design
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· One-Point Perspective Drawing (Towpath unit)
· Collagraph Printmaking
	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

2
	

9.1.5.A

	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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	The student will be able to:

Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.

a. Explore and understand prospective context for works of art

b. Select and use subject matter, symbols, and ideas to communicate meaning
	

AW
K
AP
M
R
	

Third Grade:
· The 5 Patterns of Nature
· Keith Haring Figures
· Keith Haring Printmaking
· Paper Mache Letter
· Todd Parr Posters

Fourth Grade:
· Pablo Picasso Self-Portrait
· Creature Product Design
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· Collagraph Printmaking
	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

3
	

9.4.5.A
9.4.5.B
9.4.5.D

	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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	Forms of
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	The student will be able to:

Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.

a. know that the visual arts have both a history and specific relationships to various cultures

b. identify specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places

c. demonstrate how history, culture, and the visual arts can influence each other in making and studying works of art
	

AW
K
AP
M
R
	

Third Grade:
· Op Art
· Keith Haring Figures
· Keith Haring Printmaking
· Public Art Sculpture
· Holiday Ornament
· Origami
· Self-Portrait with Emotion
· Clay Coil Pots

Fourth Grade:
· Pablo Picasso Self-Portrait
· Holiday Ornament
· Finn’s Idol (Towpath unit)
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· One-Point Perspective Drawing (Towpath unit)
· Loom Weaving
	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

4
	

9.2.5.A
9.2.5.B
9.2.5.C
9.2.5.D
9.2.5.G
9.2.5.K

	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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Learning 
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	The student will be able to:

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

a. Understand there are various purposes for creating works of visual art

b. Describe how people’s experiences influence the development of specific artworks

c. Understand there are different responses to specific artworks
	

AW
K
AP
M
R
	

Third Grade:
· Op Art
· Keith Haring Figures
· Keith Haring Printmaking
· Public Art Sculpture
· Self-Portrait with Emotion

Fourth Grade:
· Pablo Picasso Self-Portrait
· Creature Product Design
· Yearbook Cover Contest
· Right-Brain Drawing
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· Collagraph Printmaking
	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

5
	

9.3.5.A
9.3.5.B
9.3.5.C
9.3.5.D
9.3.5.F
9.4.5.A
9.4.5.D

	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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	The student will be able to:

Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines.

a. Understand and use similarities and differences between characteristics of the visual arts and other arts disciplines

b. Identify connections between the visual arts and other disciplines in the curriculum
	

AW
K
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M
R
	

Third Grade:
· The 5 Patterns of Nature
· Op Art
· Origami
· Todd Parr Posters
· Clay Coil Pots

Fourth Grade:
· Creature Product Design
· Yearbook Cover Contest
· Finn’s Idol (Towpath unit)
· Native American Animal Mask (Towpath unit)
· One-Point Perspective Drawing (Towpath unit)
· Loom Weaving
	

· Teacher observation
· Exit ticket
· Group discussion
· Choral response
· Self-assessment
· Group critique
· Gallery walk
· Rubrics
· Production of works
	

6
	

9.2.5.F

	Resources/Materials

	Drawing paper, construction paper, acrylic/tempra/watercolor paints, paint palettes and brushes (various sizes), oil pastel, colored pencil, chalk, marker, crayon, paper mache, plaster craft, India ink, clay, various clay tools, glaze, Mod Podge, Model Magic, yarn, glue. PowerPoint presentations, various internet resources.
Tales of the Towpath, It’s Okay to be Different

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	21st Century Skills – Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Direction, Productivity and Accountability
Math – geometry, addition and subtraction, 
Reading – art vocabulary, speaking/listening
Science – patterns, optical illusion, reactions
Social Studies – world cultures, art history, Pennsylvania history, Catasauqua history
Writing – short story writing, critical writing
Technology – research skills, internet searches, Word Cloud
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