


Catasauqua Area School District
Planned Course of Study



Course Title:  General Music		

Grade Level(s):  Grade 4	

Text: Share the Music Grade 4

Course Description
Fourth grade students in music class will continue to experience the concepts of rhythm, melody, harmony, form, expression, and cultural context.  Students will continue to explore their world through singing (alone and with others), playing instruments, listening and movement activities, reading music through signs, symbols, and letters, creating, and musical games.  Students will continue to receive instruction on the recorder as well as piano keyboard.  As students develop intermediate skills, techniques, and processes in music, they will strengthen their music and extra-music vocabulary and music literacy, as well as their ability to remember, focus on, process, and sequence information. As students sing, play, move, and create together, they will continue to develop the foundation for important skills such as teamwork, acceptance, respect, and responsibility that will help students be successful in the 21st century. 

Essential Questions
How does rehearsal affect a musician’s skills?
How does music sound when it is performed by different groups?
How can music tell a story?
Why does music from one culture or time period often exhibit similar characteristics?
How do people use different models of artistic criticism to determine the quality of musical works?
How can composers use themes and ideas to affect the way audiences experience their work?


Competencies
Document the rehearsal process and explain how it affects performance.
Experiment with different instrument/voice groupings and explain how those choices affect the music.
Perform and describe music that tells a story.
Categorize musical works based on elements that are common to the works’ historical and cultural context.
Read, discuss and respond to different examples of artistic criticism.
Experience music written to communicate different themes and ideas and explain how these themes and ideas affect an audience’s perception of the works.
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Course Syllabus


	Course Content

	Tentative
Timeframe
	National Standards
	State
Standards

	Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	Continuous throughout the year.
	1
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B

	Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

	Continuous throughout the year.
	2
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C

	Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	Occasionally throughout the year.
	3
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C

	Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

	Occasionally throughout the year.
	4
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.K

	Reading and notating music.


	Continuous throughout the year.
	5
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C


	Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

	Continuous throughout the year.
	6
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C
9.2.3.H

	Evaluating music and music performances.

	Occasionally throughout the year
	7
	9.3.3.A
9.2.3.H

	Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

	Occasionally throughout the year.
	8
	9.3.3.A
9.3.3.F

	Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	Occasionally throughout the year.
	9
	9.2.3.A
9.2.3.D
9.2.3.G
9.2.3.K


Teaching Strategies Utilized
Direct Instruction
Teacher and Student Demonstrations
Drill and Practice
Partner Practice
Music Learning Theory
Orff Schulwerk
Kodaly Method
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	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	National Standards
	PA
Stand.

	1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

The student will be able to:

a. sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm, with appropriate timbre, diction, and posture, and maintain a steady tempo
b. sing expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation
c. sing from memory a varied repertoire of songs representing genres and styles from diverse cultures
d. sing ostinatos, partner songs, and rounds
e. sing in groups, blending vocal timbres, matching dynamic levels, and responding to the cues of a conductor
	K, AP, M, R
	Hungry to Learn
The Star-Spangled Banner
America, the Beautiful
America
I Want to Know
Do The Good You Know
A New Beginning
Dix Ans
Miss Mary Mack
Way Down Yonder in the Brickyard
Mongolian Night Song
I Wish
Happy Today
I Bought Me a Cat
Ghost of John
Dry Bones
A Mince Pie or Pudding
December Choral Concert
Winter Fantasy
Dreidl Spin
Twelve Days of Christmas
Martin’s Cry
Down By the Riverside
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog
The California Song


	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning

Checklist rubric
	1
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Physical Education; Foreign Language
Students in Grade 4 develop further independence in the use of the singing voice. Through the use of the voice, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills are further developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art. 
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	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	National Standards
	PA
Stand.

	2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
The student will be able to:
a. perform on pitch, in rhythm, with appropriate dynamics and timbre, and maintain a steady tempo
b. perform easy rhythmic, melodic, and chordal patterns accurately and independently on rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic classroom instruments
c. perform expressively a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres and styles
d. echo short rhythms and melodic patterns
e. perform in groups, blending instrumental timbres, matching dynamic levels, and responding to the cues of a conductor
f. perform independent instrumental parts while other students sing or play contrasting parts
	K, AP, M, R
	Dix Ans
BAG songs
Miss Mary Mack
Mongolian Night Song
Happy Today
Ghost of John
December Choral Concert
Dreidl Spin
Martin’s Cry
Mi Gata Loca
Various piano pieces and etudes.


	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning

Checklist rubric
	2
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Physical Education
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Through the use of classroom instruments and body percussion, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills are further developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	National Standards
	PA
Stand.

	3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
The student will be able to:
a. improvise “answers” in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases
b. improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments
c. improvise simple rhythmic variations and simple melodic embellishments on familiar melodies
d. improvise short songs and instrumental pieces, using a variety of sound sources, including traditional sounds, nontraditional sounds available in the classroom, body sounds, and sounds produced by electronic means

	K, AP, M, R
	Dix Ans
BAG songs
Mongolian Night Song
Halloween Sound Composition
Piano improvisations
	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning

Checklist rubric
	3
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; Garageband

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Physical Education
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Through the use of classroom instruments and body percussion, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills are further developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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Learning 
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	Forms of
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	National Standards
	PA
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	4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines
The student will be able to:
a. create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations
b. create and arrange short songs and instrumental pieces within specified guidelines
c. use a variety of sound sources when composing

	K, AP, M, R
	Dix Ans
BAG songs
Miss Mary Mack
Mongolian Night Song
Beat Box compositions
Halloween Sound Composition
Piano compositions
	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning

Checklist rubric
	4
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.K

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; www.incredibox.com

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Physical Education
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Through the use of classroom instruments and body percussion, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills are further developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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Ach.
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Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
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	National Standards
	PA
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	5. Reading and notating music

The student will be able to:
a. read whole, half, dotted half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests in 24 , 34 , and 44 meter signatures
b. use a system (that is, syllables, numbers, or letters) to read simple pitch notation in the treble clef in major keys
c. identify symbols and traditional terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation and interpret them correctly when performing
d. use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics in simple patterns presented by the teacher

	K, AP, M, R
	Hungry to Learn
The Star-Spangled Banner
America, the Beautiful
America
I Want to Know
Do The Good You Know
A New Beginning
Dix Ans
BAG songs
Way Down Yonder in the Brickyard
Ghost of John
A Mince Pie or Pudding
Dry Bones
Mongolian Night Song
Happy Today
December Choral Concert
Martin’s Cry
Mi Gata Loca
Down by the Riverside
Various piano pieces and etudes.
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog







	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning


	5
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C


	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; teacher created piano music

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Mathematics; Social Studies; Language Arts; Science
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Through the use of classroom instruments and body percussion, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills are further developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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	PA
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	6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
The student will be able to:
a. identify simple music forms when presented aurally
b. demonstrate perceptual skills by moving, by answering questions about, and by describing aural examples of music of various styles representing diverse cultures
c. use appropriate terminology in explaining music, music notation, music instruments and voices, and music performances
d. identify the sounds of a variety of instruments, including many orchestra and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures, as well as children’s voices and male and female adult voices
e. respond through purposeful movement to selected prominent music characteristics or to specific music events while listening to music

	AW, K, AP, M, R
	Do The Good You Know
The Star-Spangled Banner
America
A New Beginning
Dix Ans
Miss Mary Mack
Way Down Yonder in the Brickyard
Mongolian Night Song
Mañana Iquana
I Wish
a cappella vocal music
Ghost of John
Halloween Sound Composition
A Mince Pie or Pudding
December Choral Concert
Dreidl Spin
Los Meses del Año
Suk san wan pi mai
Chinese Lion Dance
Martin’s Cry
Down By The Riverside
Mi Gata Loca
Bach at Noon Field Trip
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog
Lincoln Portrait: Copland
Repertoire for Bach at Noon field trip





	Teacher observation of student performance

Listening Log

Questioning


	6
	9.1.3.A
9.1.3.B
9.1.3.C
9.2.3.H

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; internet videos of musical performances; live musical performances; field trips

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Physical Education
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Students’ critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through listening to music of other cultures. Students relate music to other disciplines by studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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	National Standards
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	7. Evaluating music and music performances
The student will be able to:
a. devise criteria for evaluating performances and compositions
b. explain, using appropriate music terminology, their personal preferences for specific musical works and styles

	K, AP, M, R
	GAB songs
Mañana Iquana
a cappella beat box compositions
Happy Today
Ghost of John
Halloween Sound Composition
December Choral Concert
Various piano pieces and etudes.
Bach at Noon Field Trip


	
Questioning

Checklist rubric
	7
	9.3.3.A
9.2.3.H

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; live musical performances; internet videos of musical performances; field trips

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures. Students continue to collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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	8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts
The student will be able to:
a. identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in the various arts
b. identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music

	K, AP, M, R
	Hungry to Learn
The Star-Spangled Banner
America, the Beautiful
America
I Want to Know
Do The Good You Know
Dix Ans
Way Down Yonder in the Brickyard
Dry Bones
Mongolian Night Song
Mañana Iquana
Halloween Sound Composition
A Mince Pie or Pudding
December Choral Concert
Chinese Lion Dance
Martin’s Cry
Erie Canal
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog
Sweet Betsy from Pike
The California Song




	Teacher observation of student performance

Questioning


	8
	9.3.3.A
9.3.3.F

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; live musical performances; internet videos of musical performances; field trips; library books

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Related Arts
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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	9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture
The student will be able to:
a. identify by genre or style aural examples of music from various historical periods and cultures
b. describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music examples from various cultures of the world
c. identify various uses of music in their daily experiences and describe characteristics that make certain music suitable for each use
d. identify and describe roles of musicians in various music settings and cultures
e. demonstrate audience behavior appropriate for the context and style of music performed
	K, AP, M, R
	Way Down Yonder in the Brickyard
Dry Bones
The Star-Spangled Banner
America, the Beautiful
America
Mongolian Night Song
Mañana Iquana
a cappella vocal music
Ghost of John
A Mince Pie or Pudding
December Choral Concert
Dreidl Spin
Twelve Days of Christmas
Suk san wan pi mai
Chinese Lion Dance
Martin’s Cry
Down by the Riverside
Erie Canal
Mr. Bach Comes to Call
Beethoven Lives Upstairs
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog
Sweet Betsy from Pike
The California Song


	Questioning

Checklist rubric
	9
	9.2.3.A
9.2.3.D
9.2.3.G
9.2.3.K

	Resources/Materials

	Share the Music: Grade 4; Music K-8 Music Magazine; Activate Music Magazine; live musical performances; internet videos of musical performances; field trips; biographical movies about composers; 

	Interdisciplinary Relationships & 21st Century Skills

	Social Studies; Language Arts; Science; Related Arts
In Grade 4, terms are added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Their critical-thinking skills are refined as they evaluate their own musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness is expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures Students relate music to other disciplines by singing songs in foreign languages and studying how music correlates with history and visual art.
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