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Dear Clinton School Families,

I hope you have had a chance to enjoy the company of each other and have experienced some general relief from the pandemic stress you have endured over the past school year.  I know that many of you are wondering about the opening of school and what it may look and feel like as we come together again next month.  The purpose of this letter is to give you a brief update of where we are right now.

We have recently learned from the Governor’s office, the New York State Health Department, and the New York State Education Department that schools should develop opening plans based on the latest guidelines from Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention.  As we have in the past, we will continue to use these guidelines as a basis for our operations and decision making moving forward into the school year.

Over the next few weeks, we will be editing our plans to ensure their alignment with the CDC guidelines and that they are revised accordingly based on our local data and understanding of the current conditions moving forward.  I want you to know that we are committed to keeping school open every day for all children, and to doing this in the safest way possible for all students, staff, and families.

While no final decisions have been made, I thought you should know some of the current CDC guidelines around topics of interest:
· Students benefit from in-person learning, and safely returning to in-person instruction in the fall 2021 is a priority.
· Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. Promoting vaccination can help schools safely return to in-person learning as well as extracurricular activities and sports.
· Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.
· Masks are not required for outdoor activities (this would include outdoor sports).
· Masks will be required on school buses, but previous physical distancing requirements are now consistent with those found on mass transit.
We will continue to review these and other CDC recommendations with our Leadership Team, District Safety Team, and staff leadership before finalizing our plans.  With our county currently being classified by the CDC Data Tracker site as one of Substantial Transmission, we will be watching these numbers and understanding the trends and implications moving forward.

I will keep you updated more often now as we move forward and I thank you for your continued support and patience as we plan for a safe return to school!  

Also, if you have any questions or comments please feel free to use this Reopening Comments and Questions Form

Sincerely,

Dr. Grimm
Superintendent of Schools
