Completing the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
 
The FAFSA will be available on October 1st of each year at the official government website, www.fafsa.ed.gov. To complete the FAFSA you will need: 
 
	

	Your Federal Student Aid (FSA) Identification (ID): In order to sign and submit your FAFSA, you’ll need an FSA ID for the student and an FSA ID for the parent. To avoid delays, visit fsaid.ed.gov before you begin the FAFSA. Please note that both the student and parent will need separate, non-expiring email addresses to apply for an ID. 
 

	

	Social Security Numbers: When completing the FAFSA, you will need both the student’s and parent’s social security numbers. If you are not a U.S. citizen, you will need your alien registration number. 
 

	

	Tax/Income Records: You will need 2018 student and parent W2 and tax information. Most tax filers have the ability to request that their information be transferred directly from the IRS via the Data Retrieval Tool (DRT). Tax filers will need the exact address and tax filing status they used on their 2018 tax returns in order to use the DRT. 
 

	

	Records of Untaxed Income: Some examples include workers’ compensation, child support 
(paid or received), payments to tax-deferred pension and savings plans, etc… 
 

	

	Asset Records: Savings and checking account balances, investments, value of businesses with more than 100 full-time employees, rental homes (NOT the home you live in), etc… 
 

	

	List of Schools: The schools that you list on the FAFSA will automatically receive your FAFSA results. You can list up to 10 schools on the FAFSA. 


 
What happens after submitting the FAFSA? 
The U.S. Department of Education will send you a confirmation email to the address reported on your 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]FAFSA. If your FAFSA was complete when it was submitted, the confirmation will include your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The EFC represents your family’s financial strength and it is used to determine your eligibility for financial aid, which will be listed as estimated awards on your confirmation email. Schools listed on the FAFSA will begin to send you award letters outlining your financial aid eligibility and/or letters indicating what documentation, if any, is still required from you. 
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