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Course Title:  The Russian World
Grade Level(s):  11-12
Course Description

     This course will acquaint students with the political, social, economic and cultural history of Russia and the Soviet Union from earliest times to the present. This semester elective will include a study of the origins of the Eastern Slavic states, the impact of Mongol and Tatar rule and the rise of Moscow as a Eurasian empire, the impact of Russia's interaction with Europe from Peter the Great to Nicholas II, the domestic and foreign crises of the Russian Empire which led to World War, the foundation of the Soviet Union and the impact of Soviet rule, and finally the Post-Soviet era. 

Essential Questions

- What does the political, social, economic, and cultural development of Russia look like from earliest time to the present day?

- What are the key facts, who are the key figures, and what are the key events to know about in Russian History?

- What are the basic theories and generalizations made about Russian history?

- How can we help students gain skills in accessing and using resources, problem solving, critical 

 thinking, and historical interpretation?

- What are the similarities and differences between Russian and American culture and the Russian and American education systems?

- How are the lives of adults and students living in Russia or former Soviet Republics similar to our lives?  How are they different?

- How do Russian literature, film, music, and television contribute to Russian culture in the past and today?  

Competencies

- Explain the Geographical setting for Ancient Civilizations and Russia’s place within this geography.

- Analyze the growth of Kievan Rus’: society, culture, and government.

- Discuss the influence of the Roman Empire on Russia.

- Investigate the “westernization” of Russia by various Romanov Rulers.

- Compare and contrast the Russian and American Revolutions.

- Explain Russian involvement in both World Wars.

- Analyze the rise and fall of Communism and the Soviet State.

- Compare and contrast Russian rulers and leaders.  Monarchy vs. Communism &Totalitarianism

- Analyze and evaluate The Cold War: political, economic, and global impacts.

- Compare and contrast Russian and American culture including but not limited to literature, movies, music, and television.
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Grade Level: 11 & !2
	Course Syllabus



	Course Content


	Tentative

Timeframe
	PA Common Core
	State

Standards

	Unit 1: Introduction

What do we know about Russia?

How long has Russian been around?

Basic Geography of Russia over time.


	1 Week
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 2: Early Russian History through The Empire Period

Eastern Slavs and Scandinavians

Society and Culture in Kievan Rus’

The Muscovite Empire

Ivan the Terrible and The Times of Trouble

Peter and Catherine

Alexander I and II

Emancipation, Reform, and Radicals


	3 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 3:  Revolution, War, and The Soviet State

Russia in World War I

Russian Revolution and Communism

Lenin and Trotsky

Stalin

5 Year Plans

Purges and Terror

Russia in World War II

The Soviet State

Post War Politics

The Cold War


	3 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 4: Collapse and Renewal

End of the Cold War

Collapse of the Soviet State

Revolution and Independence

The New Russia


	2 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 5: Russian Literature

Excerpts and whole works by various Russian writers.  Works of Fiction and Non-Fiction

Compare and contrast Russian and American writers

Writers including but not limited to:

Anton. Chekhov 

Fyodor. Dostoevsky

Leo.Tolstoy 

Aleksandr. Pushkin 

Mikhail Lermontov

Nikolai Gogol.

Boris Pasternak

Alexander Vassilevsky

Mikhail Afanasievich Bulgakov
Vladimir Nabokov,

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

	3 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 6: Russian Film and Television

Films including but not limited to:

Anna Karenina

War and Peace

The Barber of Siberia

Taras Bulba

Alexander Nevsky

The Russian Empire – Documentary

The Land of the Tsars – Documentary

Peter the Great

Catherine the Great

Rasputin

Doctor Zhivago

HBO Presents Stalin

The Cold War – A Documentary

Various Early and Modern Examples of Russian Film and Television as recommended by e-pals for collaborative project and collegiate syllabi.


	3 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 7: Russian Music

Early Russian Folk Music

Russian Language Operas

Russian Ballets

Classic Russian Music

Soviet Nationalistic Music

Modern Russian Music


	2 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Unit 8:  New Russian Society and Culture

Modern Russia

Education Systems

Cultural Icons

Student Life


	2 Weeks
	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD




Teaching Strategies Utilized

Modeling

Direct Instruction

Student-Centered Instruction: Flipped Classroom

Differentiated Instruction

Instructional Technology

Cooperative Learning

Independent and Group Research

Problem Based Learning
Primary and Secondary Source Readings

E-PALS – Collaborative Project

Literature Circles

Catasauqua Area School District 



Course Title: The Russian World









Grade Level: 11 and 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 1 – Introduction

Identify previous knowledge of Russian History and Culture.

Identify and label various stages of Russia’s growth and expansion.

Analyze the growth and expansion of Russia as it relates to geography and topography.


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Get To Know You Activites

Blog Activity:  Where in the world is Russia?

http://www.russianembassy.org/Embassy_eng//Russia/russia.html

Map Skills – Various maps following the growth and expansion of Russia.

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/rutoc.html
KWL Charts for previous history knowledge
	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Collegiate Textbooks

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian History Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities
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Grade Level: 11 and 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 2: Early Russia through the Empire Period

Explain the influence of the Eastern Slavs and Scandinavians in the creation of the early Russian State

Analyze the creation of Kievan Rus’ and the affects on the Russian people.

Describe the growth of The Muscovite Empire.

Explain the influence of Ivan the Terrible on The Times of Trouble and the isolation of Russia from the west.

Analyze the westernization of Russia through Peter the Great and Catherine the Great

List and explain the growth of the Russian Empire through Alexander I and II.

Describe the emancipation of Russian serfs.

Describe the work of Russian reformers and radicals and their influence on the end of the Russian Empire.


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Exploring Early Russian History:

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/rutoc.html
http://missinglink.ucsf.edu/lm/russia_guide/HistoryofRussia.htm#ancient
Documentaries:

Peter the Great

Catherine the Great

Russian Emancipation

Rasputin

Nicholas and Alexandria


	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Collegiate Textbooks

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian History Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 3: Revolution, War, and the Soviet State

Analyze and explain Russia’s involvement in World War I

Explain the process and players involved in the Russian Revolution

Characterize Carl Marx and Frederich Engles’ ideas of Socialism

Explain the characteristics and organization of Socialism and Communism

Compare and Contrast Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin

Analyze the rise of Joseph Stalin and his impact on “Soviet Communism”

Explain the Stalin years between the two World Wars including the 5 Year Plans, Purges, and Terrors

Analyze and Explain Russia’s involvement in World War II

Describe the growth of the Soviet State and its role in Post War Politics

Analyze and characterize the Cold War from both the Soviet and American perspectives


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Russian Revolution WebQuest:

http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/macquekl/russian_revolution_webquest.htm#Introduction
Animal Farm 

Animal Farm and The Russian Revolution Webquest:

http://lhsanimalfarm.wikispaces.com/Animal+Farm+and+Russian+Revolution+Webquest
HBO Stalin

Blog – What allows Joseph Stalin to rule Soviet Russia?

History of the Gulag:

http://gulaghistory.org/nps/
CNN Frontline: The Cold War


	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Collegiate Textbooks

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian History Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Literature Circles

Analysis of Literary Devices

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 4: Collapse and Renewal

Analyze the events leading to the end of the Cold War

Explain how the end of the Cold War leads to the collapse of the Soviet State

Explain Perestroika and Glasnost in the Post-Soviet Era

Describe and list the former Soviet Republics quests for Revolution and Independence

Describe the New Russia

Compare and Contrast Soviet Russia with Modern Russia.


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

CNN Frontline The Cold War

Perestroika and Glasnost: 

http://www.history.com/topics/perestroika-and-glasnost
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/newswar/req_russia.html
Blog: Was Putin’s Russia really as it seemed?

Essay: Compare and Contrast Soviet Russia with Modern Russia


	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Collegiate Textbooks

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian History Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities

5 Paragraph Essay Construction
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 5: Russian Literature

Read and explain excerpts and whole works by various Russian writers.  

Evaluate and critique works of Fiction and Non-Fiction

Compare and contrast Russian and American writers.

Evaluate historical accuracy and relevance of selected works.

Writers including but not limited to:

Anton Chekhov 

Fyodor Dostoevsky

Leo.Tolstoy 

Aleksandr Pushkin 

Mikhail Lermontov

Nikolai Gogol.

Boris Pasternak

Alexander Vassilevsky

Mikhail Afanasievich Bulgakov
Vladimir Nabokov

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Document and explain how Russian writers, both past and present, contributed to the tapestry that is Russian Culture.
	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Literature Circles

Literature Critiques

Discussion Board Topics: Interactive Discussion with Russian E-Pals - 

Russian Writing Style

Historical Accuracy

Classic versus Modern Literature 

Collaborative E-pal Project

RBTH (Russia Beyond The Headlines) on Literature – iTunes Podcasts


	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Russian Literature

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian Literature Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Literature Circles

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 6: Russian Film and Television

Discuss the historical accuracy of various movies as related to the history we have learned.

Explain fascination with American movies about Russian history.

Discuss adaptation of Russian Classics into movies.

Compare and contrast American and Russian movies about the same time period or from the same perspective.

Films including but not limited to: 

Anna Karenina

War and Peace

The Barber of Siberia

Taras Bulba

Alexander Nevsky

The Russian Empire – Documentary

The Land of the Tsars – Documentary

Peter the Great

Catherine the Great

Rasputin

Doctor Zhivago

HBO Presents Stalin

The Cold War – A Documentary

* These films may be shown in part or in their entirety.

Discuss various early and modern examples of Russian Film and Television as recommended by e-pals for collaborative project.


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Literature Circles

Russian History through the Movies “documentary” using Animoto

Discussion Board with E-Pals:

What do you watch on TV?

Evaluate my favorite movie…

What American television shows do you watch?

Collaborative E-Pals Project
	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Russian Movie Magazines

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian Cinema Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Literature Circles

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 7: Russian Music

List and categorize early Russian Folk Music

Explain the creation of and lasting effect of Russian Language Operas

Explain the impact of Russian Ballets on the ballet world.

List and explain at least three examples of Classic Russian Music and Composers

Analyze the creation and use of Soviet Nationalistic Music in Soviet propaganda.

Explain modern Russian music and compare and contrast it with modern American music.

Explore Russian music in a collaborative environment with native Russians. 

Provide information to e-pals on different genres of American music culminating with a collaborative presentation of musical genres with both Russian and American examples.


	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work

Discussion Board and Blogs with E-Pals

My Music and Yours Collaborative Presentation

The Nutcracker

RBTH (Russia Beyond The Headlines) on Music – iTunes Podcasts

Russian Music Library at the School of Russian and Asian Studies:

http://www.sras.org/library_russian_music
E-Pals Collaborative Project
	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Russian  and American Music Magazines 

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian Music Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing Activities
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Grade Level: 11 & 12
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	PA CC
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Unit 8:  New Russian Society and Culture
Characterize society and culture in modern Russia.

Discuss the similarities and differences in the American and Russian education systems.

Compare and contrast where and how Russian and American students live.

Discuss what Russian teenagers do for fun.

Evaluate and discuss Russian Newspapers and Magazines.
	     
	Teacher Designed Exercises and Activities

Homework

Class Discussion

Small Group Work
E-Pals Collaborative Project:

e-mail and Skype discussion between individual and group participants.

Russian Language Newspapers and Magazines
	Multiple Choice and Short Answer Quizzes

Tests

Graded Activities and Assignments

Journal/Essay 


	WHST 

9-10.1

9-10.2

9-10.4

9-10.5

9-10.6

9-10.7

9-10.8

9-10.9

9-10.10

CC 8.5.11-12

A-J
	8.1.12

A-C

8.4.12

A-D

8.4

WA-WD



	Resources/Materials

	Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Collegiate Textbooks

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Russian History Web-Based Resources

E-Pals Collaborative Network

21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, BlendedSchools, Kindle E-Readers

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities

Collaborative Presentations
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