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Course Title:  History of American Movies

Grade Level(s):  11th and 12th grade		
Course Description
The course will explore American history, culture and society through well known and classic movies.  Students will be challenged to think about our history as it is depicted on film.  They will be asked to explain the role of movies in telling America’s story.  Students will also watch movies depicting certain eras and compare the movie depictions to historical facts.  Working in small groups, students will debate one another to learn the importance of effective verbal communication skills and the ability to express ideas clearly.  Debates will also teach the importance of analytical skills and logical thinking.  Finally, students will gain an appreciation for American film while studying a variety of time periods throughout American history. In this semester course, grades will be determined through quizzes, homework, class work, projects, class participation and a final.  

 (
Essential Questions

      
Does the use of fictional characters reduce the usefulness of historical films?

      
Many historical films are ‘based on’ or ‘inspired by’ a
 true story – does this matter?
  
How do you distinguish between fact and fiction when viewing a historical film?

      
Scriptwriters, directors and producers sometimes change the order of events, or the 
  
outcome of them, to fit the ‘narrative’ of the film – does this make a difference to how useful a film is to a historian?

      
What kind of research did the people involved in making the film conduct? How does this affect the usefulness of the film in learning about history?

      
How accurate is the film’s portrayal of the period in which it is set? Is anythin
g left out? Does this matter?
 
Consider how gender, ethnicity, age, place, events or issues are represented. To what 
     
extent does the representation of each challenge or reinforce conventional points of view?

     
What is the message of the film? Does it tell us somethin
g about the time it was made, 
the ti
me it was set, o
r both?

     
What is the purpose of the film? Is it to reflect on the present? Is it political?   How does 
 
       the film’s purpose
 affect its usefulness as a historical source?
)








 (
Competencies

     
Develop an understanding of the language of film - shot types, camera    
     movement, lighting, sound, etc.
Develo
p criteria that clearly outline
 how to critically analyze a film for historical accuracy
Develop skills of critical analysis of secondary and primary sources
Analyze how filmmakers interpret sources of information and construct a version of historical events
Conduct examinations of historical film and distinguish between factual and fictional characters, settings, events, etc
Construct logical arguments to suggest whether a film in an accurate/inaccurate portrayal of historical events, characters, issues, etc
Conduct research on American historical events
Read, analyze, and compare and contrast primary source documents
Discuss not only the point of view presented in a histor
ical movie or 
scene, but also other points of view through which an event/issue could be examined
)

















































Catasauqua Area School District		Course Title: History of American Movies
									Grade Level: 11-12
	
Course Syllabus


	Course Content

	Tentative
Timeframe
	PA CC Standards 
	State
Standards

	
Introduction to History of Movies
· What is a film?
· Why are films made?
· The history of movie making
  












	
1 week
	
RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	The Language of Film:  Film Basics
· Types of shots 
· Camera angles
· Camera movement
· Editing


	1 week
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	
Segregation and Impact on American Society
· Students will watch pre-selected scenes from a variety of movies depicting segregation.
Movie options:  The Help, Remember the Titans, and To Kill a Mockingbird.
Questions for Consideration:
· What is the main message of the scene?
· How accurately do you think life is depicted?
· How do you think the entire movie was received by the American public?
· What kind of impact did segregation have on Americans?
· Does this movie truly reflect the reality of that time?




	4 weeks
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Analysis of Movie Trailers
· Students will view movie trailers as narrative and persuasive texts and critique the effectiveness of each. 
Questions for Consideration:
· Why did Hollywood promote the picture with those specific scenes?
· What does it say about our attitude towards that subject?
· Students will analyze the elements of a variety of movie trailers to determine box office success.
	4 weeks
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	
American Poverty and Homelessness 
Movie:  Student selected from the following options - The Pursuit of Happiness, American Violet or The Soloist
Questions for Consideration:
· What is the state of poverty and homelessness in America?
· How do movie makers depict these topics?
· How does the film dramatize the subject of poverty and homelessness?
· Does the film portray poverty and homelessness in positive terms, as an opportunity for economic mobility or greater freedom, or in more negative terms?
· Does the film's portrayal of poverty and homelessness seem accurate and realistic?
· Is the poor or homeless depicted as odd and eccentric or as threatening?
· How is the homeless/poor treated by the new society? Is the poor/homeless discriminated against or victimized?

	2 weeks
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	
Terrorism & National Security
· Students will examine 9/11 related movies and debate the state of our national security
Movie options include:  Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close and United 93, Fahrenheit 9/11
Questions for Consideration:
· Is there bias in the movie industry?
· Is the United States still a safe place to live after 9/11?  
· What is terrorism?
· What is the purpose of the Department of Homeland Security?
· How much of your privacy are you willing to give up to be free?

	2 weeks
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D



Teaching Strategies Utilized
· Use assessment and immediate feedback to monitor student learning
· Lecture & Discussion
· Modeling 
· Research 
· Oral Reports
· Inquiry Based Learning
· Cooperative Learning
· Class Discussion
· Summarizing and Note-taking
· Homework & Practice
· Diagnostic, Formative, & Summative Assessment
	Human Migration 
Movie options include:  Amistad, Sugar and El Norte
Questions for consideration:
· How does the film dramatize the subject of migration?
· Does the film portray migration in positive terms, as an opportunity for economic mobility or greater freedom, or in more negative terms?
· Does the film's portrayal of immigration seem accurate and realistic?
· Is the immigrant depicted as odd and eccentric or as threatening?
· How is the immigrant treated by the new society? Is the immigrant discriminated against or victimized?
· Is assimilation and acculturation depicted positively, negatively, or with mixed emotions?
· What is the history of immigration, US immigration policy, and the politics of immigration
	4 weeks
	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8


	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D




Catasauqua Area School District 		Course Title: History of American Movies
									Grade Level: 11-12
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Introduction to History of Movies

Understand the purpose of film 

Explain why films are made

Describe and critique the history of movie making

Describe why movies impact culture

	

K


AW

M


M

M





	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences











































Catasauqua Area School District 		Course Title:   History of American Movies
    									Grade Level: 11-12

	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

The Language of Film:  Film Basics

Understand and analyze the types of shots filmmakers take

Describe the purpose of camera angles

Explain why filmmakers use camera movement as a filming technique

Understand the purpose of editing

	

M


AW


K



M


AW
	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8
	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites


	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences











































Catasauqua Area School District 		Course Title:   History of American Movies
    									Grade Level: 11-12
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Segregation & Impact on American Society
Era Movies: The Help, Remember the Titans, and To Kill a Mockingbird.

Explain the main message of the movie or scene

Describe how accurately life is depicted in that timeframe

Explain how the movie was received by the American public

Explain how racism was portrayed in the movie and how it compares to racism today

Describe and analyze how accurately segregation is portrayed in the movie

Describe the history of segregation

Explain and analyze some of the causes of racism

Understand why the filmmakers use ordinary people to depict an era

	





AP



AW


K

M



M


AP

M



AW
	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites


	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences











































Catasauqua Area School District 		Course Title:   History of American Movies
    									Grade Level: 11-12	
									
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Analysis of Movie Trailers:

Critique the effectiveness of movie trailers

Explain and analyze why Hollywood chooses particular scenes to promote a picture 

Predict the box office success a movie will have based on the movie promotion

Create a graph showing competing movies and their potential success

Predict the lasting impact a movie might have 
	



M


AW



K


M

M

	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites


	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences












































Catasauqua Area School District 		Course Title: History of American Movies
									Grade Level:  11-12    
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 

	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

American Poverty and Homelessness 
Movies: The Pursuit of Happyness, American Violet or The Soloist

Describe and critique the state of poverty and homelessness in America

Determine the producer’s purpose and describe how it affects the interpretation of the movie

Determine and assess the accuracy of the film's portrayal of poverty and homelessness

Explain and illustrate the impact of poverty and homelessness on society

Propose solutions to the poverty and homelessness situation in America



	







K


AW


K



M

M




	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites


	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences











































Catasauqua Area School District 			Course Title: History of American Movies
									Grade Level: 11-12
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 

	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Terrorism & National Security
Movie:  Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close and United 93 or any other film deemed appropriate for the topic

Describe life before and after 9/11

Explain terrorism and its impact on American society

Describe the role of the Department of Homeland Security

Explain the role of the film industry in the depiction of terrorism 

Develop or design a plan to combat terrorism in the USA



	







AW

K


AW


K


M






	Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences











































Catasauqua Area School District 			Course Title: History of American Movies
									Grade Level: 11-12
	Objectives
	Level of
Ach.
	Suggested
Learning 
Activities
	Forms of
Assessment
	PA CC Stand. 
	PA
Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Human Migration 
Movie options include:  Amistad, Sugar and El Norte or any other film deemed appropriate for this topic

Explain and analyze the history of human migration in the United States

Describe to what extent the film dramatizes the subject of migration

Critique how the movie portrays migration with respect to economic opportunities and freedom

Analyze and evaluate the film’s accurate or inaccurate portrayal of immigration

Recognize, discuss and synthesize bias in the depiction of the subject

Recognize, discuss and synthesize bias or stereotyping in the depiction of the main or supporting characters

Analyze if the treatment of the immigrant by the new society is realistic

Describe and analyze the state of immigration in the United States

Critique US immigration policy, and the politics of immigration

Create or propose a plan to improve the state of immigration in the United States

	






M


AW


M



M

M


M


AP



M

M


M
	
Assigned Readings

Homework

Class/Group Work

Class Discussions

Debates

Video
	
Quizzes

Tests

Homework


Questions and Answers

Observations

Graded Activities and Assignments

	
RH.11-12.1
RH.11-12.2
RH.11-12.3
RH.11-12.4
RH.11-12.5
RH.11-12.6
RH.11-12.8
WHST.11-12.1
WHST.11-12.2
WHST.11-12.4
WHST.11-12.5
WHST.11-12.6
WHST.11-12.7
WHST.11-12.8

	
9.1.12.A
9.1.12.B
9.1.12.C
9.1.12.D
9.1.12.E
9.1.12.F
9.1.12.K
9.2.12.A
9.2.12.B
9.2.12.D
9.3.12.A
9.3.12.E
9.3.12.G
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.A
9.4.12.B
9.4.12.D


	Resources/Materials

	
· Movie articles
· Videos
· Laptops                         
· Worksheets
· Movie and related websites
· On-line media resources
· On-line Interactive Activities
· Primary source documents
· Various internet websites


	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	
· Writing – prepare informative and persuasive essays on the movie industry and it’s history
· Mathematics – work on problem solving box office revenue
· Economics – research the economic impact of the movie industry
· Government – discuss  and debate the influence of politics in the movies
· Technology – research and discuss the importance of special effects
· Music – discuss and debate the influence of music on moving making and movie audiences
































Page 14 of 19
