PAGE  


Course Title: American Government – Semester Course 
Grade Level(s):  11
Text:  Magruder’s American Government (Prentice-Hall, 2001; online version 2003)
Course Description

The course objectives center on government’s purpose, powers and forms.  Included are Constitutional Law, federalism, the American political party system and citizen participation with an emphasis on voting and the electoral process. Other central topics include examining the impact of interest groups, political systems around the world and the structure of state and local government. Additional course work will include the study of current events as it relates to world, national and local news and the influence of mass media. Many hands on opportunities to experience government at work are part of this essential course for every educated world citizen.                                                                                                                                         


Essential Questions Continued

- What goods and services should government provide? Who should pay for them? Who should benefit from them? Who should decide?

- Should a society have the capability and authority to control individuals?

- Are citizens responsible for the success or failure of our government?

- How are governments created, structured, maintained, and changed?

- What is the process in using the governmental system to effect needed change?

- Why should a student or any citizen for that matter, care about the problems of government?

- What is power? What forms does it take? 

- What are the different ways in which a "community" may be defined?

- What are the advantages and disadvantages of a federal system?

- How is power gained, used, and justified?

- How can abuse of power be avoided?

- What is truth in the media? What sources of information can we trust to tell us the truth?

- How can an individual safeguard the sanctity of human rights?

- In an international society, how does technological innovation impact social institutions?

- How does our current standard of living impact the lives of others around the world?

- What constitute the greatest international challenges facing the world's nations in the next half century?

- In what ways does the U.S. political scene impact international society?

- How do ideas impact nations AND international society?

- Why are ethics integral to the well-being of nations and individuals?

- How can we come to new perceptions concerning an issue upon which we already hold strong opinions?

- Why does a citizen have to do more than merely exercise his or her rights?

- What is the balance between rights and responsibilities?
- Should voting behavior be enforced by statute?

- What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy?

- Why is it vital that citizens give back to the community?

- Why is the American flag such a powerful symbol of patriotism and of protest?

- Why must the rights of the minority be respected within the rule of the majority?


Competencies
- Register to vote and cast a vote.

- Attend school, comply with school rules and consequences.

- Demonstrate civic engagement through such actions as: working for a campaign, writing a letter to the editor, contacting government officials.

- Select a candidate running for election at the local, state, or national level and defend the decision to support that candidate.

- Exhibit civil discourse through: the observance of the rules of debate

- Recognition of the rights of others to advocate for opinions that differ from one’s own as measured by peer and adult interactions.

- Evaluate information and sources.
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Grade Level: 11
	Course Syllabus



	Course Content


	Tentative

Timeframe
	Assessment Anchors

&

Common Core Standards


	State

Standards

	UNIT 1: Foundations of American Government

· Principles of Government

· Origins of American Government

· The Constitution

· Federalism
	5 ½ weeks
	C.1.1.3

C.1.2.1

C.1.2.2

C.1.4.2

C.2.3.2
C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9

WHST.  11-12.10
	5.1.C.A 

5.1.C.B

5.1.C.C 

5.1.C.D      5.1.C.E

5.1.C.F

5.2.C.A

5.3.C.B

5.3.C.C

5.3.C.D

5.3.C.E

5.3.C.F

5.3.C.H

5.3.W.J

6.3.C.B

6.3.C.C

8.1.C.B.

8.2.C.B 

8.2.C.C

8.3.C.B

8.3.C.C

8.4.C.B

8.4.C.C

8.4.C.D

	 UNIT 2: Political Behavior: Government By The People

· Political Parties

· Voters and Voter Behavior

· The Electoral Process

· Mass Media/Public Opinion/Interest Groups
	5 weeks
	C.1.3.2

C.2.1.1

C.2.1.2

C.2.2.1

C.2.2.2

C.2.3.1

C.2.4.1

C.2.4.3 

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.1.C.C

5.1.C.F

5.2.C.A

5.2.C.C

5.2.C.D

5.3.C.D

5.3.C.E

5.3.C.F

5.3.C.G

5.C.C.H

6.1.C.C

6.5.U.B

8.2.U.A

8.2.U.D.

8.3.C.A

8.3.C.D

8.3.U.A



	UNIT 3: The Legislative Branch

               -      Congress/Powers of Congress/House/Senate 
	3 weeks
	C.1.1.2

C.1.3.1

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9
	5.3.C.A

5.3. C.B

5.4. C.A

5.4. C.B

5.4. W.C

5.4.12.C

5.1. C.D

6.3. C.D

6.4. C.C

8.2. C.B

8.3. C.A.

	UNIT 4: The Executive Branch

               -      The Presidency/Presidential Powers

    
	3 weeks
	C.1.1.2

C.2.4.2

RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9
	5.1.C.D

5.3.C.B

5.4.C.A

5.4.C.B

5.4. W.C.

5.4.12.C

6.3. C. D

6.4.C.C

7.3. C.A 

8.1.C.B

8.3.C.A



	UNIT 5: The Judicial Branch

                -     The Federal Court/The Supreme Court 
	1 ½ weeks
	C. 1.4.2

C. 2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.3.C.A

5.3.C.F



	UNIT 6: Government at Work

· The Federal Bureaucracy

· Foreign Policy and National Defense
	2 weeks
	C.1.1.1

C.1.1.2

C.1.4.1

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.3.C.B

5.4.C.A

5.4.C.B

5.4.C.E 

5.4.W.C

6.4.C.C

6.3.C.D

8.1.C.B

8.3.C.A

8.4.C.A

8.4.C.C

8.4.C.D

7.1.C.A.

7.3.C.A.

 


Teaching Strategies Utilized

Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

Historical Thinking Skills & Strategies

Modeling

Direct Instruction

Student-Centered Instruction

Differentiated Instruction

Instructional Technology

Cooperative Learning

Independent and Group Research

Problem Based Learning

Jigsawed Reading Activities

Narrative Essays

Expository Writing 

Persuasive Essay 

Think Pair Share

Instructional Graphics
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Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Principles of Government/Origins of Government (Unit 1):

Describe the four basic characteristics of a state.

Outline the Four most influential theories of the origin of the state. 

Explain the purposes for which government exists.

Compare dictatorships and democracy.

Describe differences between presidential and parliamentary systems.

Analyze how the operation of American government illustrates the basic concepts of democracy

Constitution (Unit 1):

Analyze the cooperation between states, states and national government per the constitution.

Examine the six basic principles that drive the constitution.
Analyze checks and balances

Explain Federalism and the Constitution

Examine the Bill of Rights 

Discuss formal/informal changes to the constitution 

Federalism (Unit 1)

Define federalism and explain why the Framers chose this system of government  

Identify the powers delegated/denied to the National Government

Define expressed and implied powers

 
	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

Graded activities & homework assignments
Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking

Primary Source Reading(Silent & Group) 

Interactive Time Line

Oral Presentation

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Picture Identification and Analysis

Chart Powers of Gov’t.

expressed, implied, inherent 

Online self assessment
	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C.1.1.3

C.1.2.1

C.1.2.2

C.1.4.2

C.2.3.2

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9

WHST.  11-12.10
	5.1.C.A 

5.1.C.B

5.1.C.C 

5.1.C.D      5.1.C.E

5.1.C.F

5.2.C.A

5.3.C.B

5.3.C.C

5.3.C.D

5.3.C.E

5.3.C.F

5.3.C.H

5.3.W.J

6.3.C.B

6.3.C.C

8.1.C.B.

8.2.C.B 

8.2.C.C

8.3.C.B

8.3.C.C

8.4.C.B

8.4.C.C

8.4.C.D

	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Political Parties (Unit 2)

Define Political Parties

Identify the functions of political parties. 

Explain why the United States has a two-party system. 

Describe the nature of party membership.

Identify the types of minor parties that have been active in American politics. 

Understand why minor parties are important even though they seldom elect national candidates. 

Voter and Voter Behavior (Unit 2)

Determine what the constitution currently says about the right to vote.

Determine who may vote in the United States. 

Examine the effects of civil rights on qualifications for voters.

Discuss the scope of the nonvoter problem in the United States.

Examine reasons why people do not vote.

Examine what factors determine how a person will vote.

Determine how party identification affects voter behavior.

The Electoral Process (Unit 2)

Determine the importance of the nominating process and national conventions and direct primaries.

Understand what a ballot is and its many forms.

Examine money and campaigning and problems it creates.

Mass Media/Public Opinion/Interest Groups

(Unit 2)

Define public opinion.

Outline major factors that shape public opinion.

Explain how public opinion is measured, and reasons for measuring it.

Outline the major forms of mass media, and impact on politics.

Explain what interests groups are.

Identify the positive and negative influences of Interest groups in American politics.

Compare the relationship between interest groups and public opinion.

Describe how interest groups apply pressure on policy making. 


	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

Graded activities & homework assignments

Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking

Primary Source Reading(Silent & Group) 

Interactive Time Line

Oral Presentation

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Use media resources students locate examples of political parties.

Students create campaign poster or political cartoons that deal with the two party system. 

Role Play “extending the school year” develop party affiliations.

Critical Thinking 

read and discuss “Identifying Political Roots and Attitudes”

List three major current issues and have students associate a major party with each. Have students vote, either on party line or issue.

Students keep a one week journal annotating party occurrences in the news.

Students interview three voting age people to determine specific voter habits and attitudes, than report their findings to class. 

Have students complete Absentee Ballot and voter registration form.
	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C.1.3.2

C.2.1.1

C.2.1.2

C.2.2.1

C.2.2.2

C.2.3.1

C.2.4.1

C.2.4.3 

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.1.C.C

5.1.C.F

5.2.C.A

5.2.C.C

5.2.C.D

5.3.C.D

5.3.C.E

5.3.C.F

5.3.C.G

5.C.C.H

6.1.C.C

6.5.U.B

8.2.U.A

8.2.U.D.

8.3.C.A

8.3.C.D

8.3.U.A



	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 

	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

Congress/Powers/House/Senate (Unit 3)

Examine the qualifications of members of The U.S. House and Senate.

Analyze the importance of terms/sessions of Congress.

Explain the committee process in Congress.

Describe the lawmaking process in both houses of Congress.

Contrast the roles of the Speaker of the House with the President of the Senate.

Determine the purposes for which Congress was granted each of its expressed powers 

Define and explain how the filibuster is used in the Senate.

Analyze the demographics of Congress and how the results influence outcomes.

 
	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

Graded activities & homework assignments

Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking

Primary Source Reading (Silent & Group) 

Interactive Time Line

Oral Presentation

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Students write a letter to a friend explaining congress its  organization and function.

Towing the line. Students research current news articles that support elected officials voting in favor of party supported initiatives. 

Government in pictures

Students identify pictures that exemplifies government  

activities and services

How a bill becomes a law concept map.  
	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C.1.1.2

C.1.3.1

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9
	5.3.C.A

5.3. C.B

5.4. C.A

5.4. C.B

5.4. W.C

5.4.12.C

5.1. C.D

6.3. C.D

6.4. C.C

8.2. C.B

8.3. C.A.

	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

The Presidency/Presidential Powers (Unit 4)

Describe the many roles of President including: executive power, diplomatic process, military powers, legislative and judicial powers. 

Outline the guidelines for presidential qualifications and compensation.

State the provisions of Presidential succession,

and how presidential disability is determined

Describe the status of the Vice President

Describe the electoral college and its criticisms.

Examine the scope of presidential powers and the ongoing debate concerning those powers. 


	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

Graded activities & homework assignments

Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking

Primary Source Reading(Silent & Group) 

Presidential Election Process Time Line

Oral Presentation/election central. Select a presidential candidate to support and 

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Rate the Presidents 

Top best and top worst and provide research to support opinion


	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C.1.1.2

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

WHST.  11-12.1 

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9
	5.1.C.D

5.3.C.B

5.4.C.A

5.4.C.B

5.4. W.C.

5.4.12.C

6.3. C. D

6.4.C.C

7.3. C.A 

8.1.C.B

8.3.C.A



	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

The Federal Court/The Supreme Court 

(Unit 5)

Demonstrate and understanding of the role of the Supreme Court.

Explain why the Constitution created a national judiciary, and describe its structure.

Identify the criteria that determine whether a case is under the jurisdiction of a federal court, and compare the types of federal court jurisdiction.

Outline the process for appointing federal court judges.

Examine the roles of federal court officers


	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

Graded activities & homework assignments

Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking 

Primary Source Reading(Silent & Group) 

Interactive Time Line

Oral Presentation

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Online Web Scavenger Hunt
	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C. 1.4.2

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.3.C.A

5.3.C.F



	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Course Title: American Government









Grade Level: 11
	Objectives
	Level of

Ach.
	Suggested

Learning 

Activities
	Forms of

Assessment
	Assess.

Anchor
	PA

Stand.

	The student will be able to:

The Federal Bureaucracy (Unit 6)

Examine the ways the Federal Government meets the definition of a bureaucracy 

Identify the titles given to administrative units 

(departments and independent agencies) 

Describe the operation of civil service today 

Explain the power to tax, types of taxes, reasons for levying taxes.

Identify the major sources of nontax revenue’s for the United States.

Determine the purpose of Current borrowing.

Determine what the Federal Government does with the revenue it collects.

Identify/explain the Federal Budget.

Foreign Policy/National Defense (Unit 6)

Explain why the United States must have a policy for its relationship with the rest of the world. 

Describe what makes up a nations foreign policy and official responsibility.

Describe the role of the secretary of state and the state department.

Describe the role of secretary of defense and the department of defense.
	Mastery of all objectives
	Pre-reading, during reading, after reading 

strategies & activities.

(china vs. U.S. Military

spending)

Graded activities & homework assignments

Class discussion/Active listening/Lecture 

Small group work

Diagram Content

Group Debate

Vocabulary 

Reading and Note taking

Primary Source Reading(Silent & Group) 

Many hats of the president

Interactive Time Line

Oral Presentation

Video Segment activities and discussion questions

Role play civil service job interview 

Federal taxes and budget trends pie chart and graphs 

Students examine clothing or other personal items to determine which were made in the U.S. or in other nations


	Multiple Choice Quizzes

Tests

Essay Writing 

Homework

Projects w/ use of rubric

Oral Presentations


	C.1.1.1

C.1.1.2

C.1.4.1

C.2.4.2
RH. 11-12.1

RH. 11-12.2

RH. 11-12.3

RH. 11-12.4

RH. 11-12.5

RH. 11-12.6

RH. 11-12.7

RH. 11-12.8

RH. 11-12.9

RH. 11-12.10

WHST.  11-12.2

WHST.  11-12.3

WHST.  11-12.4

WHST.  11-12.5

WHST.  11-12.6

WHST.  11-12.7

WHST.  11-12.8

WHST.  11-12.9


	5.3.C.B

5.4.C.A

5.4.C.B

5.4.C.E 

5.4.W.C

6.4.C.C

6.3.C.D

8.1.C.B

8.3.C.A

8.4.C.A

8.4.C.C

8.4.C.D

7.1.C.A.

7.3.C.A.

 

	Resources/Materials

	Textbook

Primary Source Documents (ex. U.S. Constitution)

Graphic Organizers

Notes/Power Point Presentation

American Government Essential Questions Video 

Webquests/Government Online interactivities

Essential Questions Journal

Worksheets (core, reading comprehension, skills)

Assessment Rubrics

Online student self-tests

Document Based Assessment

Discovery Video Streaming segments

Section Focus Questions

Quick Study Guides 

Media sources (online & print)

Political Cartoons 



	Interdisciplinary Relationships

	Answering Document based questions

Writing a Comparative Essay

Oral presentations and Multimedia presentations (supporting a political candidate)

Document Based Questioning 

Guided Reading and Review/skilled reading

Document-based & online research writing of political candidates and political parties 

Paraphrasing of current event topic

Class Debate on contemporary topic

Guided questioning and silent review

Paragraph shrinking

Participating in class discussions

Drawing inferences and conclusions

Information recall

Pre-writing, Drafting, and Revising 
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Planned Course of Study





Essential Questions            


                                


- How do citizens effectively communicate with legislators, officers, and the legal system?





- How do individuals and interest groups help government to shape policy?





- What is power? What forms does it take?





- How is power gained, used, and justified?





- Are citizens responsible for the success or failure of our government?





- How do local governments, state governments and national governments determine how to allocate scarce resources in order to meet infinite wants and needs of citizens?





- Should local, state, and federal governments promote economic growth?





- How do individuals and societies adapt to change?





- How has democracy changed in 20th and 21st century America?





- Is it possible for different religious, ethnic, cultural and racial groups to coexist peacefully in a democratic society?





- Can government enforce morality on its citizens in a free democratic society?





- Is immigration a positive or negative policy for the United States?








Essential Questions Continued





- Do our stated American ideals cause progress or mask hypocrisy?





- Under what circumstances is it appropriate to disobey an unjust law?





- What is the proper course of action when individual rights and liberties conflict with the common good?





- What are the consequences to a society of unresolved conflict?





- How have the concepts of equality and liberty evolved in American history?





- What are the precepts for the laws that are the foundation of our legal system?





- What is the impact of popular media on the practice of civil discourse?





- How are holidays and local, state and national celebrations symbolic of our national identity?





- How can nationalism and patriotism be used responsibly?





- Why does a citizen have to do more than merely exercise his or her rights?





- How are nationalism and patriotism important to national identity?





- Why must all citizens be treated equally before the law?





- Why does inequality before the law still exist?





- How does our current standard of living impact the lives of others around the world?





- What skills and knowledge do American citizens need to be able to compete in the Flat World?





- What tools are at the disposal of a nation in executing its foreign policy?
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