ECISD District-Wide Participation Guidelines for Extracurricular, 
Co-Curricular & Student Groups in Grades 7-12

&

Substance Abuse Testing Guidelines
ECISD expects that all students, including students who participate in any Extracurricular, Co-curricular and Student Group (to be known as East Central Student Groups for this document) activities will conduct themselves at all times in an exemplary manner that brings honor to the District, their school, and themselves.  Participation in East Central Student Groups is a privilege, not a given right and is conditioned on the student’s compliance with all rules and regulations of the activity and District policies and guidelines, including these guidelines.  The use, possession, sale, or furnishing to others of alcohol, tobacco or drugs of any kind is strictly prohibited. Also included in the guidelines will be any arrest, citation, misdemeanor, felony, or display of any suggestive behavior/pictures, profanity, negative connotations, or reference to any ECISD student or staff while using on or off line technology on or off school property.  Any student who violates this policy is not in compliance with the rules of participation and will be subject to disciplinary measures which will result in removal or suspension from the East Central Student Group activities in which the student participates.  

These guidelines and statement of consequences apply to all East Central Student Group activities sponsored by the East Central Independent School District.  The purpose of these guidelines is to deter and eliminate any use, possession, sale, or the furnishing to others of alcohol, tobacco or other drugs and disorderly conduct or inappropriate behavior. The guidelines are to help students avoid drug, tobacco, alcohol use, to promote positive behaviors and to establish consistency in consequences across all activities for students who do not comply with the guidelines. It is to promote a high quality educational experience in all activities and assist ECISD to maintain order and a safe learning environment, and to promote a high level of civic and individual responsibility among students. 

East Central Student Groups are subject to these guidelines at all times throughout the twelve month calendar year, whether the activity is “in season” or inactive and on weekends and during school holidays.   Students transitioning from one grade into the next who, during the summer, engage in conduct that violates the policy will be subject to the guidelines.

To ensure consistency among activities, these guidelines shall be used by all East Central Student Groups.  However, nothing in these guidelines prohibits a sponsor from developing activity guidelines and rules to address topics other than alcohol, tobacco, illegal drug activities, disorderly conduct or inappropriate behavior.  

The following definitions will apply to these guidelines: 

· Leadership Position - a position or office an East Central Student Group student holds in an organization or group either by election or appointment.  Such positions may include without limitation: captain, officer, squad leader, drum major, section chair, etc. 

· Parent - A student’s biological or adoptive parent or parents, legal guardian, or other person in lawful control of the student. 

· Period of removal - period of time during which an East Central Student Group student is excluded from any participation in an activity due to violation of the guidelines.  During a period of removal, an East Central Student Group student may not wear his/her uniform, travel with the team or organization, or otherwise act as a representative of the team or organization. During this time, the East Central Student Group student will be required to attend and participate in any and all practices as required by the sponsor.

· Prescription Drugs - A drug authorized by a licensed physician specifically for that student.  A student who uses a prescription drug in a manner prescribed by the student’s physician and who has followed school policies in such use shall not be considered to have violated this policy. 

· Possession - To have an item in or on one’s personal being or property, including without limitation, clothing, purse, backpack, private vehicle used for transportation to or from school or school-related events, or other property used by the student such as a desk, locker, or cubby-hole. 

· Use (Substance) - Voluntarily introducing into one’s body, by any means, a prohibited substance, recently enough that it is detectable by observation of the student’s physical appearance, actions, breath, speech, or by substance testing.
· East Central Student Group Activities - School sponsored activities including but not limited to Dance & Drill Teams, JROTC, Cheerleaders, Spirit Groups, Band, FFA, Sports, Fine Arts, Clubs, UIL governed Activities, Student Council and other school sponsored student activities unique to a campus. 
 An East Central Student Group student violates the Guidelines if he or she:  

·  Receives an MIP (Minor in Possession), MIC (Consumption of Alcohol by a Minor), DWI (Driving While Intoxicated), DUI (Driving Under the Influence of an Illegal Substance), or other citation for the illegal use or possession of tobacco, alcohol or drugs, or furnishing tobacco, alcohol or drugs to another in a non-school setting; 

· Is observed by a faculty or staff member using, possessing, or furnishing to another student any drugs, including alcohol and tobacco on or off school property (including observation via internet site, video, still picture, or other media will be considered); 

·  Receives any citation for or is arrested for illegal tobacco, alcohol or drug activity or substance on or off school property;  

·  Performs or participates in an East Central Student Group activity while under the influence of alcohol or other drugs or using tobacco.

· Receives a positive test result from random drug testing performed under the guidelines of drug testing policy of East Central Independent School District.
· Engages in any act listed as Levels 1, 2 or 3 offenses.  

An East Central Student Group student who receives an MIP, MIC, DUI, DWI, other alcohol/tobacco/drug citation shall promptly notify the activity sponsor.  An East Central Student Group student who fails to do so may be subject to further disciplinary action once the activity sponsor or administrator learns of the offense.  The consequences for violation of the policy apply regardless of the disposition of any citation the student may receive. 

Process:  When an activity sponsor or campus administrator learns that an East Central Student Group student has violated the guidelines, the sponsor or administrator will attempt to gather as much information as is available about the suspected violation and will communicate with the student and his/her parents to review the information.  The sponsor or administrator will take reasonable steps to ensure the student and his/her parents are notified of the suspected violation of the policy and to offer the student and his/her parents a meeting with the administrator and/or sponsor and give them an opportunity to provide information about the student’s suspected actions. Parents and/or students who refuse to promptly meet with the sponsor or administrator forfeit their opportunity for a conference. The administrator or sponsor will notify the student and his/her parents in writing of the reasons for any consequences imposed. 

Students may request to be placed on a First Offender Disciplinary Contract for the possibility of reducing the number of days suspended from their activity. All requests will be considered on a case by case basis and not all requests may be granted. A student or parent who is not satisfied with the outcome of the conference or the principal’s decision may appeal the decision through the District’s Student and Parent Complaint Policy - FNG (Local), but the consequence will not be delayed during any appeal. Copies of the policy are available on the District’s website or may be obtained from the school. 

The Substance Abuse Testing Guidelines

Extracurricular Participation and Driving Privileges 

Applicability

This policy applies to all students in grades 7 - 12 who participate in school sponsored competitive extracurricular programs and/or as a condition of obtaining and maintaining a permit to drive and park on campus.

Notification

The District shall notify students of the Guidelines by giving each student, who participates in school sponsored competitive extracurricular programs and/or who intends to drive a vehicle to school, a copy of the guidelines and obtain a written acknowledgment from each student verifying that the guidelines have been received and read.  Consent forms for testing shall be signed by both the student and a parent/guardian/custodian at the beginning of the school year or as soon as the child knows he/she plans to participate in school sponsored competitive extracurricular programs.  A student may not participate in a school sponsored competitive extracurricular program until a signed consent form is obtained.  Likewise, consent forms for testing are required for any student who drives a vehicle to school and is required to have a permit to park on campus.

All testing will be conducted by urinalysis performed by a laboratory certified by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.  All specimens that show positive on the initial screen will be confirmed by a second analytical procedure, Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry.  All students participating in a school sponsored competitive extracurricular program and/or who are driving and parking a vehicle at the high school shall be subject to random testing.  Students will be selected for testing by random selection, which will be conducted by an outside third party.  Parental consent for a student to submit to biological testing shall be required as a condition of participation in any school sponsored competitive extracurricular program and/or as a condition of driving a vehicle to school.  If a student or his/her parent/guardian/custodian refuses to sign a consent form, the student shall not be permitted to be a member of any school sponsored competitive extracurricular program and/or will not be allowed to drive a vehicle to school.

Medical Review Officer

The Vendor with whom the District contracts for the drug testing shall provide the services of a Medical Review Officer (MRO) who is certified by the Medical Review Officer Certification Council or by the American Association of Medical Review Officers as having proven by examination to have had the appropriate medical training so as to properly interpret and evaluate the results of any drug testing as may be authorized by the District.  The MRO shall, as well, agree to abide by the procedures as may be established by the District for the evaluation and timely reporting of any positive drug test.

Random Selection of Students

Students in school sponsored competitive extracurricular programs and/or who drive a vehicle to school shall be placed in a pool and shall be subject to testing anytime during the school year.  The selection of students must be made by a scientifically valid method, such as a double blinded random numeric generator.  Under this selection process, each student will have an equal chance of being tested each time selections are made.  Test dates and students selected to be tested will be determined by an independent testing firm.  The schedule will not follow any recognizable pattern.  The drugs to be screened are determined by the East Central I.S.D. Board of Trustees and are listed in the Drug Section of this policy.  The Superintendent or his designee will take reasonable steps to assure integrity, confidentiality, and random nature of the selection process including, but not necessarily limited to, assuring that all participating students are in a pool that the person drawing the names has no way of knowingly choosing or failing to choose particular students for testing, assuring that the identity of the students drawn for the testing is not known to those involved in the selection process.  All students, including seniors, who begin the school year in a school sponsored competitive extracurricular program and/or who drive a vehicle to school, shall remain in the random drug testing pool until the last day of school.  When notified, any student not reporting promptly to the designated area or not otherwise following testing procedures shall be subject to the same consequences as having had a positive test result.

Drugs

For the purposes of the Guidelines, the drugs to be tested may include any substance considered illegal for a student less than 21 years of age by either Federal or Texas law or which are controlled by the Food and Drug Administration.  The testing laboratory will test the following drug classes, substances or their metabolites in collected urine specimens.  They include: Amphetamines, Anabolic Steroids, Barbiturates, Benzodiazepines, Cocaine Metabolites, LSD, Marijuana Metabolites, Methadone, Methaqualone, Opiates, Phencyclidine, Propoxphene and Synthetic drugs such as K2, pep spice, etc. 

Procedures  

Names of students to be tested will be delivered to the Principal’s office or designee immediately prior to the testing.  The High School administration will notify the students to be tested and shall direct the selected students to report to the designated area immediately.  Testing will take place in a designated area as determined by the school principal or designee.  All tests will be administered by an independent testing company.  Tests may be required on any school day and anytime during the school day.  Selected students will wait in the designated area and will be called into the testing area one at a time.

Procedures for a Positive Result  

Whenever a student’s test result indicates the presences of an illegal drug and/or banned substance, the following will occur:



1.
The Medical Review Officer, within 24 hours, will notify the parent/guardian/custodian and the student of any positive results.  Should the MRO be unsuccessful in initial attempts to contact the parent within the time specified, the District shall provide assistance in locating the parent or person otherwise in lawful control of the participant.  Upon verification of a positive test result, the MRO or representative shall report the result to the Superintendent, Principal or designee within one school day after contacting the parent or person otherwise responsible for the participant.  A written notification from the primary contact, by form letter, will be sent to the parent/guardian/custodian by certified mail.  Likewise, the District will contact the parent/guardian/custodian by certified mail for the purpose of identifying approved drug abuse counseling agencies.  If the parent/guardian/custodian chooses to use counseling service or agency other than those listed, the District must give prior approval before the counseling begins.  The District may keep all test results for the period of one year, or the length of the student’s enrollment at the high school, which ever of the two is greater.



2.   The student will be notified and be required to submit a monthly urine specimen, via the Vendor 





as part of the regular testing schedule for the high school. 



3.
If the parent/guardian/custodian or student wants to contest the results, the Vendor will arrange for a split portion of the specimen to be submitted to another laboratory certified by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.  This is done at parent/guardian/custodian or student expense.  Such a request must be made to the school district in writing within 72 hours of notification of positive test results by the Medial Review Officer (MRO).



4.
The Medical Review Officer (MRO) for the district may use quantitative results to determine if positive results on repeat testing indicated recent use of illicit or banned Substances or the natural decline of levels of the illicit or banned substances from the body.

Appeals (For Substance Abuse Testing Results)

For positive test/results, the student or his/her parent/guardian/custodian has the opportunity to submit any relevant medical information which may provide a legitimate explanation for the positive result to the physician serving as the Medical Review Officer. The decision of the Medical Review Officer shall be final.  All specimens reported as positive will be kept in frozen storage for one year by the laboratory.  During this time, the parent/guardian/custodian of the student who has provided the sample shall be permitted by the District to have a portion of the original sample sent to a different SAMSHA laboratory for analysis at the parent’s/guardian’s/custodian’s expense.

Level 1 Offenses (90 day suspension from date of occurrence)

· Possessing, and/or using tobacco products, or behavior associated with a theft

· Activity related to disorderly conduct or inappropriate behavior on or off school property that rises to a level of serious offense or could result in a citation or arrest. 

Level 2 Offenses (180 day suspension from date of occurrence)

· Any inappropriate behavior or criminal offense that results in a DAEP placement.

· Any conduct related to selling, possessing, giving, being under the influence, or delivering of marijuana, controlled substance, dangerous drug or alcohol while off campus and not at any school related activity.

· Any member of a student group that receives a positive drug test during the random drug testing period.

Level 3 Offenses (270 day suspension from date of occurrence)

· Conduct occurring on or off campus for all felony activity and/or offenses.

· Any conduct related to selling, possessing, giving, being under the influence, or delivering of marijuana, controlled substance, dangerous drug or alcohol while on campus or at any school related activity.

If a student commits any offense listed in Levels 1, 2 or 3, the suspension as well as the following consequences will be adhered to. 

· The student’s parents/guardians will be notified of violation and suspension.

· The student will be suspended from all performances, special events, socials and or contests during his/her time of suspension.

· The student will remain in class and is accountable to attend any and all practices.

· The student will perform community service as set by Director of Program.

If the student’s offense is drug related the following will also be added to consequences:

· The East Central Student Group student’s parents/guardians will be notified of positive drug test.

· The East Central Student Group student will attend mandatory drug counseling with the number of hours being determined by Campus Principal or designee.

· The East Central Student Group student will have mandatory drug testing for one calendar year from the date of the 1st positive test.  Drug testing will not be administered during the months of June and July.

· The East Central Student Group student’s Program Director and/or Sponsor will be notified of a positive drug test.

For students participating in activities that may extend into the month of June or begin in August, these days will be counted toward suspension as long as they are actively participating in a school activity with a sponsor of the program. 

If a student moves/transfers into the East Central Independent School District with prior offenses, he/she will be subjected to the consequences of the ECISD District-Wide Guidelines for Extra-Curricular, Co-Curricular & East Central Student Groups in Grades 7-12 & The Substance Abuse Testing Guidelines.  

Students in violation of the Participation Guidelines may request to be placed into ECISD’s First Offender Program.  

2015-2016 East Central Student Group Activity

Agreement Form

Student Statement: 
My signature below certifies that I have received and will read the ECISD District-Wide Guidelines for Extra-Curricular, Co-Curricular & East Central Student Groups in Grades 7-12 & The Substance Abuse Testing Guidelines.  I will read and agree to comply with all rules and regulations written in these guidelines and any additional rules adopted by my school as a condition of participation as a member of an activity.  I understand that my failure to comply with these guidelines may result in disciplinary action, including dismissal from all activities.  

________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Student      
________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature    







 Date Signed 
Parent Statement (for students under 18 years of age):

 My signature below certifies that I have received and will read the ECISD District-Wide Guidelines for Extra-Curricular, Co-Curricular & East Central Student Groups in Grades 7-12 & The Substance Abuse Testing Guidelines.  I understand that my child must comply with all rules and regulations written in these guidelines and any additional rules adopted by my child’s school as a condition of participation in an activity.  I understand that his or her failure to comply may result in disciplinary action, including dismissal from all activities.   

_________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Parent or Legal Guardian  



Printed Name of Student
_________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian    



           Date Signed 

