Consolidation Study

 

Special Meeting with Residents Concerning Merger Vote

 

Special Board Meeting at 6:00 pm.Tuesday, March 5, 2013 (With Residents)

 

A Special meeting of the Glens Falls Common School District Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 6:00 PM at Abraham Wing School, 120 Lawrence Street, Glens Falls, NY

 

1.          Call To Order:

Trustee Moses called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM

Supt. Godfrey introduced the President of the Board Dan Moses to the public.

     Present were Board Members:  Dan Moses

                                                        Mike Busch –arrived at 6:25 pm

                                                        Lorrie Graves 

                                                       Superintendent John Godfrey

                                                       Clerk Patricia Potter

     Account Clerk/Treasurer           Judy Hemingway excused from this meeting

     Attorney                                     Dan Mannix excused from this meeting.
                                                       

 

The purpose of this Special Board meeting is to Review the study conducted by Castallo & Silkey-Education Consultants .The Purpose of the Study is to show a current picture of each district (enrollment,programs,facilities,finances,staffing and to make recommendations should residents of the districts choose to merge.).  The floor was opened up to the public for questions concerning this study.

 

Trustee Moses handed out information to determine the effect of using varying amounts of Merger Aid to reduce taxes. (This is with these minutes).

 

A question was asked how the money that Glens Falls City School would receive be used towards taxes if there is a merger  and how it would affect our taxes. The answer was that Glens Falls City School District would determine how much to use towards taxes.

Another parent asked” how long will the School remain open if we merge?” There are no guarantees.

 

Christy Reynolds asked what Glens Falls City School had to offer that is extra for our 5th and 6th graders. The answer to this question was, chorus, swimming and intramural sports etc.

 

 

Board Member Laurie Graves said that a merger will raise property taxes, which will affect her when she retires in a few years. She said tax increases will cause landlords to raise the rent of there tenants.Ms. Graves said 5th and 6th graders are too young to be in a middle school and are too young to walk across town. She praised the teachers and their work and dedication and said her board would  not eliminate teaching positions in the future.

 

Board member Mike Busch said we have a list of 13 assurances for a district merger and they are not legally binding.Mr. Busch said if Abraham wing should Merge Abraham Wing residents will lose any attempt to get elected to the City School Board.Mr. Jim Woodell  supports a merger.Mr. Woodell said he would run for a seat on the City School board to prove Mr. Busch wrong.

 

President of the Board Moses was asked why he wouldn’t give his opinion on the merger. He prefers to remain neutral. But encouraged residents to learn about the proposal and read the merger study and make an educated decision. He said “Vote on what’s right for you”

.

 

        

Adjournment.

Trustee Moses made a motion seconded by 

Trustee Busch to close the meeting at 7:23PM.

