
Methods Section Guide

According to the AP Research rubric, your methods section should:
Logically defend the alignment of a detailed, replicable research method to the purpose of the inquiry.


Specifically, your methods section must discuss the following elements of your research:
-Provide a logical rationale by explaining the alignment between your approach, method, and/or process and the research question or project goal.
-Explain why the proposed design will accomplish your study’s goals and why the design is the optimal choice for this specific research when weighed against other options (similar to Team Presentation from AP Seminar).
-Explain the limitations of your research as they affect the quality of your findings and ability to effectively answer your research question/hypothesis.

To help determine if you are meeting these criteria for the methods section, ask yourself if you…
...establish and maintain a style that indicates credibility within your discipline?
...introduce the method you selected?
...defend the reason behind selecting a specific method over other potential methods?
...provide detailed information regarding the participants/items studied?
...describe the instruments used to conduct your research?
...explain in detail the procedure taken within your research process? 


AP Research Pro Tip: the AP Research rubric is “weighted” so that it emphasizes the creation of an original argument based on well-articulated method that aligns with your identified gap from your literature review. Therefore, this places a great deal of importance on the methods section of your paper. Your explanation of chosen methods should be thorough and detailed enough so that the study could be conducted without you being present by a reasonably intelligent reader (so you don’t have to explain what a survey is, but you should explain why a survey is the best option to answer your research question).

