The Busy Parent’s Guide to Volunteering at
Glenside Elementary
PAWS knows how hectic your schedule can be, so we are making it a little easier…

If you have 15 minutes to give:
We need your help!  You can volunteer to provide graphic design services, make phone calls, or send emails for an event.  Also, if working an event doesn’t fit into your schedule, we can use you to pick up and/or drop off supplies.  
If you have one hour to give:
Volunteer to help out at one (or more) of the ONE AND DONE events listed below.  It’s a great way to interact with the students, and the co-chairs of these events will appreciate your help!  You can also spend an hour staying informed by attending a PAWS meeting or a UPG meeting. 
If you have one afternoon to give:
Volunteer to help at the Book Fair, Book Swap, or Bear Store.  These opportunities last a little more than an hour, but because they involve every classroom, you’ll interact with every student in the school!
If you have more than one morning/afternoon to give:
Join an ongoing committee and/or check the boxes of multiple events at which you might like to volunteer.  We’ll forward that information to the chairs.  And if you’re interested in helping to organize the event, let us know!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Check the events that most interest you and return the bottom portion of this sheet tonight to the PAWS table, or send the completed form to school with your child.  Refer to the attachment for descriptions of each activity.  

	 
	LOGISTICS
	 
	MULTI-DAY EVENTS

	 
	Make phone calls, send e-mails, pick up/deliver items; graphic design
	 
	Book Fair

	 
	FUNDRAISERS/CHARITY EVENTS
	 
	Book Swap

	 
	Box Tops
	 
	Breakfast With Your Buddy

	 
	Boosterthon
	 
	ONE AND DONE EVENTS

	 
	Luminary Sale
	 
	Barnes & Noble Night

	 
	Plant Sale
	 
	Diversity Festival

	 
	Spirit Wear
	 
	Fair of the Bear

	 
	ONGOING COMMITTEES/EVENTS
	 
	Fall Family Fun Night

	 
	Classroom Rep
	 
	Winter Family Fun Night

	 
	Bear Store
	 
	Field Day

	 
	4th Grade Committee
	 
	MLK Day of Service

	 
	Recess Committee
	 
	Science Day

	 
	Sustainable Glenside
	 
	Storybook Parade

	 
	Girls on the Run (3/4th g girls)
	 
	Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

	 
	Glenside on the Run (3/4th g boys)
	 
	4th Grade promotion



Name (please print) _________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________Email: __________________________________________



Fundraisers/Charity Events:

Box Tops:  Box Tops are found on a variety of products that include food, cleaning supplies, tissues, and toilet paper.  Families collect Box Tops at home and send them to school to be counted and submitted for money for the school.  Collections happen twice a year, and prizes are awarded to the classroom that collects the most Box Tops!  Volunteers collect and count the Box Tops and submit them to Box Tops for Education.

Boosterthon: New this year, Boosterthon is an in-school fun run fundraiser that’s been extremely successful at other schools in the district.  We’ll need volunteers to help prepare beforehand and at the event to cheer participants on.

Luminary Sale:  Stemming from the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School, this sale was created to raise money for a memorial to the victims.  Volunteers are needed to package and distribute the luminaries for the sale.

Plant Sale:  Many varieties of plants and flowers are available during this yearly sale with delivery to the school in mid-May.  Volunteers help sort and distribute plants.

Spirit Wear:  Volunteers sell Glenside Bears and PAWS merchandise at various school events throughout the school year.

On-going Committees/Events:

Classroom Representative: Traditionally known as Homeroom Parents, Classroom Representatives act as a resource for teachers as well as other parents.  Some responsibilities include creating a classroom email list and checking in regularly with the classroom teacher in order to help teachers better communicate with parents.

Bear Store:  PAWS sets up a “store” in the building several times per year where students can redeem Bear Coupons 
for prizes.  PAWS purchases merchandise for the “store” and volunteers act as “cashiers.” 

Fourth Grade Committee: The 4th Grade Committee has various working groups that fundraise for and organize the various end-of-year activities that make 4th grade extra special, including: a class trip, a yearbook, T-shirts, and a video played at the school’s promotion ceremony. 

Sustainable Glenside:  This PAWS committee was formed to help us all become more ecologically conscientious.  Committee volunteers work to help the school increase its volume of recycling and to make Glenside generally a more sustainable environment.

Recess Committee: In the Fall the committee coordinates with staff to establish an indoor recess plan. Throughout the year this committee ensures that our students have outdoor and indoor recess supplies.

Girls on the Run/Glenside on the Run: Volunteers attend and help at practices for these clubs for third- and fourth-grade girls and boys.

Multi-day Events:

Book Fair:  We work with Scholastic Books to bring books into the school for students and families to purchase in early November of each school year.  Students shop with their classes and we are also open at least one evening for families to shop.  We earn some money for the PAWS and many free books for our library.  Volunteers help students shop as well as collect money.  It’s a great way to start holiday shopping!

Book Swap/Distribution:  Children bring in books they have read and loved and swap them for others they would like to read.  Volunteers organize the books and help students make book selections.

Breakfast with a Buddy:  Held over two days, usually during the Book Fair, this event allows students to invite one special guest to come to school early to enjoy a light breakfast together and show off their school.  Because it is an early morning activity, volunteers are needed to set up and clean up before school starts.

One and Done Events:

Barnes and Noble Night:  A fundraiser at Barnes and Noble through which the bookstore donates a portion of the items sold that evening to our school.  It also includes a scavenger hunt for the kids, musical performances by our students, and book readings by teachers. Chair people set up the event with Barnes and Noble and coordinate activities and performances with teachers and students.

Diversity Festival:  A school-wide evening event where families are invited to celebrate their heritage and family lifestyle through table presentations, food, dance, etc.  Storytellers or singers are also sometimes invited to perform at this wonderful long-standing event.  Volunteers are needed for set-up and clean-up, as well as  to present tables.

Fair of the Bear:  Our school carnival, named after our mascot, the bear, is one of Glenside's most beloved traditions.  Held on the school grounds, this is a great time for games, bouncy machines, carnival food, prizes, and more!  Community members are also welcome!  We need lots of volunteers to run the games, sell tickets and food, and help with set up and clean-up.

Fall Family Fun Night: Chaired by our 4th Grade Committee this event is usually a free movie night where all Glenside families are invited to bring pillows and come join in the fun!  Volunteers are needed for set-up and clean-up, as well as assisting with things like selling snacks.  

Winter Family Fun Night:  This is a Friday evening event and is usually a free Bingo night where all Glenside families are invited to come join in the fun!  Volunteers are needed for set-up and clean-up, as well as assisting with things like selling snacks.

Blue and Gold Day (Field Day):  Blue and Gold Day started back up at Glenside two years ago after a hiatus of a few years.  Students participate in various cooperative games.  Volunteers are needed to help hand out water and snacks.

MLK, Jr. Day of Service:  A day on instead of a day off!  Students come to school with their families to work together on a service project.  Over the years we have assembled Valentine craft bags for children in hospitals, as well as collected and organized supplies for a local animal shelter.  Volunteers assist students in setting up stations and help direct families move through each station.

Science Day: Middle school and high school students from local schools come to Glenside for the day. They teach our students various scientific principles through demonstrations and experiments. Volunteers coordinate the visits from the other schools and create the schedule for the day. 

Storybook Parade: An end-of-October costume event in which Glensiders dress up as characters from their favorite books.

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon: We treat the teachers and staff to a delicious homemade hot lunch.  This event takes place one day during Teacher Appreciation Week in May. Volunteers are needed to set-up and clean-up, and of course, cook! 

4th Grade Promotion: Provide and serve cookies and lemonade following the 4th grade promotion ceremony. 






