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Press release after August 25, 2010

Torrington Teacher of the Year announced

The Torrington Public Schools is pleased to announce the selection of Patrick Richardson as the 2011-2012 Torrington Teacher of the Year.  Mr. Richardson has taught Social Studies at Torrington High School for six years and is a Torrington resident.  He is a graduate of Central Connecticut State University.  He completed his Bachelor of Science in Social Studies Secondary Education and Master’s degree in History at CCSU.  Prior to his employment in Torrington, Mr. Richardson taught at The Touchstone School in Litchfield, CT and the Northwestern Connecticut Adult Education Consortium in Winsted. He has received many awards and distinctions in his career including the Joseph Zola Award in Holocaust Education from the University of Hartford, the 2003 Excellence in Education Award from the CT Association of Private Special Education Facilities, and the 2001 CT District Teacher of the Year selection from Education Connection.

Mr. Richardson challenges his students through a high level of class participation, collaborative activities, and giving them a voice in the classroom.  He believes, “Teaching is not just an occupation or profession, but rather a calling.  As such, dedicated and committed teachers can reach every student despite the tremendous obstacles that educators face in and out of the classroom.”  In addition to teaching a wide range of classes from general United States History to UCONN Early College Experience American Studies to Introduction to Philosophy, he has been an organizer of the Torrington High School’s Model United Nations Day.  Along with students from his American Citizenship class, he formed the THS Civics Club which has been involved with the Earth Day Community Clean-Up, the T-fest, and a voter registration drive.  Mr. Richardson’s students are actively involved in the National History Day regional and state competitions.  He served as interim baseball coach at THS in 2008 and volunteers time with the Torrington Little League, the Police Athletic League basketball program, and his church as a youth minister.

Principal Joanne Creedon describes Mr. Richardson as, “the kind of teacher leader that every principal wants to have on staff.”  She states, “While he is quiet and unassuming, he is also passionate about his work and dedicated to his field and his students.  He takes the initiative to offer enduring contributions and creative solutions to issues both in his role as Social Studies coordinating teacher and as an engaged member of the school community.”
Torrington Public Schools is proud to have Mr. Richardson represent the district in the Connecticut State Teacher of the Year application process.  
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