
Section 4
RTI Assessment Tools and Universal Screeners
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RtI Assessment
Assessment is a necessary component of the educational process in order to determine what students know and are able to do.  In RTI, there are four assessment terms that are essential to use in a clear and consistent way:  Universal screener, Benchmark, Progress Monitoring, and Summative.  These definitions are drawn from “Connecticut’s Initiative to Support a Comprehensive Assessment System,” by Barbara Beaudin, PhD and Maria-Paz Avery, PhD (2006).

Universal Screening
Definition:

Assessment used to determine the performance or skill level of all students, and those who show deficits have further diagnostic evaluation to determine the exact nature and scope of the problem.
Distinguishing features:

· Given to all

· Used for initial sorting students of students in rough groups

· Helps to identify those students who may need something different or additional 

· Provides a baseline or class profile

Special notes:

Some assessments that are used as universal screeners include established benchmarks or grade level expectations.  If more than 20% of the students in the instructional unit (classroom or grade) do not meet or exceed these established norms, the teacher may need to use additional screeners to identify the students who are in need of special supports.  Classroom instructional strategies, curriculum, resources, and materials have to be adjusted for the entire class in order to help all students make progress to close the gap between current performance and expected performance.

“If schools are using funds to support costly Tier 2 and Tier 3 services for more than the expected number of students, then those schools might consider investing the funds in effective professional development in Tier 1.  Unusually high numbers of students in Tiers 2 and 3 raise a red flag that Tier 1 general education instruction needs to be seriously evaluated.” (in Response to Intervention and English Language Learners:  Making it Happen, Echevarria & Vogt, 2011, Pearson.)

Examples:

Some of the following may be used as Universal Screeners if they are given to all students and used for preliminary grouping and evaluation:

· CMT and CAPT scores from previous year

· DRA2

· Prompt

· Developmental spelling inventory

· Orleans-Hanna Algebra Prognosis Test

Benchmark

Definition:

More formalized periodic assessments.  These include common assessments used to inform instruction or check progress on mastery of curriculum and grade level assessments administered at prescribed intervals during the school year.  These assessments are powerful tools in driving curricular and instructional improvements as well as monitoring individual student progress towards mastering specific standards in the content areas.
Distinguishing features:

· Periodic

· Check on progress through the curriculum

· Are given to the whole class

· Are used for grouping or re-grouping depending on student mastery

Special notes:

Benchmarks are usually tied to progress through the curriculum or expected performance targets to see if students are “on-track”.  They may show that struggling students are catching up or that individual or groups of students are not progressing as well as expected for their grade level.  These assessments are usually not adequately detailed and fine-grained to give information on whether a specific intervention is helping a student with a specific learning need close the gap.

Some students may be making significant individual progress but still fall below grade level expected performance on the benchmarks.

Benchmarks may be used as predictors of performance on high stakes tests.  Information may be used to make adjustments to whole group instruction if there is a pattern of strengths and weaknesses.

Examples:

Some of the following may be used as benchmark assessments if they are given to the whole class to check on progress towards some predetermined goal or level of mastery:

· DRA2 given Fall, Winter, Spring

· Prompt given Fall, Winter, Spring

· Math facts given at set intervals

Progress Monitoring

Definition:

Quick, generally informal checks of student understanding or mastery.  These can include questioning, mini-quizlets, running records, probes, or other evaluations used to determine the effectiveness of a specific intervention on helping an individual student to master content or skill.  Items need to be valid, reliable, and objective, and data should be recorded to chart the student’s performance over time.
Distinguishing features:

· Quick, brief checks

· Frequent

· Individual

· Focused on a specific skill or task

· Valid, reliable, and objective

· Performance is recorded and tracked over time

Special notes:

Progress monitoring not only tells the teacher if the student is doing better but also whether a specific intervention or small number of interventions are working to increase achievement.  A progress monitoring tool should produce measurable and repeatable results.  It is customized to measure a specific skill, not a band of skills.  It helps to drill down discrete skills to help the teacher pick out and utilize interventions tailored to the student learning need.

Examples:

· On Your Way to English (ELL)

· Running Records

· Curriculum Based Measurements (CBM)

· QRI

· AIMSweb

· DIBELS

· Test of Word Reading Efficiency

· STAR Math

Summative

Definition:

Assessments administered at the end of a learning unit that provide a snapshot of the extent to which some level of student learning has taken place.  These might be unit tests, midterms or finals, or annual events.  They can be used for accountability purposes.

Defining characteristics:

· Final

· Mastery of objectives at a given point in time

· Information generated is typically not used by the teacher for curricular or instructional decisions with the current group of students

Special notes:

Summative data can provide “big picture” information about curriculum and instructional methods but it typically does not inform instruction immediately.

Examples:
· unit tests
· mid-terms
· finals
· CMT/CAPT
· SAT/ACT
Observations about assessment:

· Universal screeners, benchmarks, and summative assessments are common at the elementary level for all students
· Universal screeners and benchmarks diminish rapidly at the middle and high level

· Common formative assessments (CFAs) are being developed K-12, but they are not a substitute for progress monitoring that needs to occur to track the success of an intervention for an individual student on a discrete skill

· Teachers need to examine benchmark data and make changes in their classroom instructional strategies, curriculum, resources, and materials both for individuals and for the whole class as needed

· If the data indicates persistent gaps in achievement, the classroom teacher should seek assistance to incorporate new methods that will positively impact student performance

· The district needs to provide tools to record and track student performance data over time including Power Teacher, Excel spreadsheets, and data warehousing

· Student performance data should be shared with all teachers of the student through the use of team, grade level, or department meetings, shared folders on the network, and the use of the Alerts screens in Power School.
Elementary Math Common District Assessments

School Year 2010-2011

	Grade
	Assessments with Dates (by the date listed)

	Kinder-garten
	· Topic 4 Inventory Bags  (1-to-1; meaningful counting) November
· Topic 8 Box Car Builders (Number parts of 8) April
· Comprehensive Assessment May-June by June 5

	Grade 1
	· Topics 2-8 Number Combinations--7 through 10    December-May

Numbers 5 and 6 during Topic 2 (practice September-October)

Number  7 by December 7 during Topic 4       Number 8 by January 30 during Topic 5

Number 9 by March 15 during Topic 8            Number 10 by May 1 during Topic 10    

· Hiding Assessment Optional 2009-2010 Number Parts Optional Dec.-May

· GWM Topic 6 Numbers to 100 Performance Task  February

· Ten as a Measuring Tool, Topic 9 April

· Comprehensive Assessment by June 5

	Grade 2
	· Addition (Each Marking Period) 12/1; 3/15; 5/30

· Subtraction (Each Marking Period) 12/15; 4/15; 5/30

· GWM Topic 5 Check-up A and B, Numbers 4 and 5 (2-Digit Mental Math addition/subtraction) October/Nov.

· Develop for 2010/2011: Estimating Foot Lengths Topic  3
· Comprehensive Assessment by June 5

	Grade 3
	· Addition, (Each Marking Period) 9/30; 3/30; 5/30

·  Subtraction (Each Marking Period) 10/30; 3/30; 5/30
· Estimation Assessments:  December; February  12/15; 2/15

· Topic 6 Analyzing Shapes  p. 4 2009-2010 Nov./Dec.

· Topic 7 Understanding Fractions: Fair Shares December

· Comprehensive Assessment by June 5

	Grade 4
	· Addition,  Each Marking Period 9/15; 1/15; 4/15 (5/30 for select students)

· Subtraction, Each Marking Period 9/30; 3/30; 5/30  

· Multiplication, Division (Each Marking Period) 10/30; 3/30; 5/30

· Estimation Assessments:  December; February

 HYPERLINK "http://sites.google.com/site/corbyk2/EstimationGrade4Strand11Feb.Check-uponweb.doc?attredirects=0"   12/15; 2/15

· Finding Fractions, Topic 6 November

· Balance Scales (Algebraic Thinking) Topic 14 April

· Comprehensive Assessment by June 5

	Grade 5
	· Basic Facts: Addition (Each Marking Period) 9/15; 1/15; 4/15; (5/30 for select students)

· Subtraction  (Each Marking Period) 9/15; 1/15; 5/30

· Multiply, Divide (Each Marking Period) 10/30; 3/30; 5/30 

· Estimation Assessments: December; February

 HYPERLINK "http://sites.google.com/site/corbyk2/EstimationGrade5Strand11FebCheck-uponweb.doc?attredirects=0"   12/15; 2/15

These following assessments are projected to be created and administered during 2010-2011.
· Topic 5: Fractions;  Topic 8: Multiplication;  Topic 19: Algebraic Thinking 
· Comprehensive Assessment


· Next Steps: All common assessments have been developed over the last year.  Anchor sets are needed.  Most grades/assessments will need district meeting time to standardize assessing using the rubric.

· GWM was implemented K-5 in 2006.  The fifth grade class of 2010-2011 is the first class to have GWM beginning in first grade.  Common assessments, including a Comprehensive Assessment, will be administered in fifth grade 2010-2011.  

· Assessment Dates with no specific dates are to be administered after the Topic.  Months listed are based on the 2009-2010 draft Pacing Calendar. 

Elementary Language Arts Assessment Calendar
	Grade
	Completed By October 15th
	Completed by End of 2nd Marking Period
	3rd Marking Period Completed by 5/31

	Kindergarten
	· CAP

· Letter ID

· DRA2 

· Prompt (sample)


	· Letter ID

· Prompt
· DRA2 

· Spelling Inventory

· Word Identification

· Phonological Awareness Skills Test (tasks 1-11)
	· CAP

· Letter ID

· DRA2 

· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· Word Identification

· Phonological Awareness Skills Test (tasks 1-11)

	First Grade
	· Letter ID 
· Word Identification

· Phonological Awareness Skills Test 
· Spelling Inventory
· Dictated Sentence

· DRA2

· Prompt


	· Dictated Sentence

· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 

· Word Identification

· Phonological Awareness Skills Test 
(below benchmark)
	· Dictated Sentence

· DRA2

· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· Word Identification



	Second Grade
	· DRA2

· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· Word Identification

· DRP

	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 

· Word Identification


	· DRA2

· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· Word Identification

· DRP


	Third Grade


	· DRA2

· Prompt 

· Spelling Inventory

· DRP


	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 (below benchmark)

	· DRA2

· Prompt 
· Spelling Inventory

· DRP

	Fourth Grade

*Record 3rd grade  CMT scores when available
	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2

· DRP


	· Prompt
· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 (below benchmark)


	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 

· DRP

	Fifth Grade

*Record 4th grade CMT scores when available
	· Prompt
· Spelling 

       Inventory

· DRA2

· DRP


	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2 (below benchmark)

	· Prompt

· Spelling Inventory

· DRA2

· DRP


Marking Period Prompts should be administered as follows:

1st MP- Sept. 15th-30th
2nd MP- Jan. 15th-30th
3rd MP- May 15th-30th 































































































































