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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear 7th and 8th Grade Parents/Guardians, 

We want you to be aware of a program that opens the door for many junior high students to begin considering college after graduation, even if financial constraints have made this seem unlikely.  The College Bound Scholarship is a four-year scholarship that your student, if eligible, will have five years to use after high school. The scholarship covers tuition at public college rates, a small book allowance, and certain fees at over 60 eligible institutions in Washington State, including most private schools, trade schools, and community colleges. Liberty 7th and 8th grade students have the opportunity to apply for the College Bound Scholarship now; applications must be completed before June 30th of their 8th grade year.
To receive the scholarship, your student must fulfill the College Bound Pledge. The pledge is a student’s promise to: 
· Graduate from a Washington State high school or home school with a cumulative 2.0 GPA or higher. 
· Be a contributing member of the community without any felony convictions.
· Apply to and enroll in college within one year of completing their high school diploma, and apply for financial aid. 
This scholarship does require that applicants meet income eligibility.  Students qualify if:
· your family qualifies for free or reduced lunch, even if you have not applied for that this year;
· your family receives basic food or TANF benefits; 
· the student has been in foster care at any time during junior high. 
For your student’s application to be complete, the application form must have both the student and their parent or guardian’s signature, and have an eligibility box checked. The rest of the information is optional. You can apply online at collegebound.wa.gov. It only takes a few minutes.  Alternatively, I am happy to have your student fill out the form online in my office; have them come see me, or call me and I will meet with them.
This is a great opportunity for our students and we are here for any questions you may have. Please contact me at cfreeman@libertysd.us or 509-245-3211 ext. 2217 with any questions or for more information. 
Thank you, 

Cyndi Freeman, Counselor
Liberty Elementary/Junior High School 
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