	What question(s) do you have about the college application process?
	

	What does the college application process entail?
	You would start by completing the on-line application for each university.  These can usually be found right on the main page for each school.  In order to fill out these applications, it will be helpful to have the student’s transcript available in order to complete the application. To download a transcript, please go to:  www.parchment.com to create an account. After that is complete, most schools will want you to complete the FAFSA application (fafsa.gov) in order to offer you as much financial aid as possible.  Once you have applied, you will want to work with the college directly to provide any additional information they need.  

	What is the in state college GPA requirements?
	For the 3 state universities, the guaranteed admission GPA is 3.0 unweighted.  That means they do not count the points that get added for honors/AP classes.  This 3.0 is a GPA that only includes 16 core classes.  Please see our website for the 16 classes they calculate the GPA they use.  

	What are the deadlines to apply to the state universities?
	They each have rolling admissions which means they process applications as they come in.  However, some have incentives to apply early because there could be deadlines for certain scholarships of financial aid.

	After you receive an offer how soon do you have to accept?
	The Arizona schools do not have a student decision deadline, however, we would encourage you to let a school know once you have decided not to attend.  Most of them will need you to confirm by May 1 if you have been offered a scholarship. Out of state universities may have deadlines and you would need to be following their deadlines.  This means you would need to be looking at information on their websites and speaking with their admissions departments directly.

	Will reference letters that are needed be completed this month?
	Arizona universities do not require any letters of recommendation for admissions.  Some honors programs may ask for that and some out of state schools may also want letters of recommendations but each school will outline what they need for admissions.  You will need to read through their information/websites to know who may require it. 

	My son is applying to several schools.  When does he have to make a decision and commit?
	If he is applying in Arizona, there is no deadline.  However, if some of those schools are in another state, you would need to contact them directly to see if they have a deadline date. 

	How does dual enrollment in high school affect my child’s college application?
	While it will not have any different effect on a student’s application, it will reduce the amount of classes they will have to take to complete their degree.  In some cases, it may help earn some scholarships.  

	Does not having an ACT/SAT test score going to negatively impact college admission chances?
	Not this year. All state schools are going “test optional” and not using test scores for admissions or scholarships.  Most universities in the country are similar.  Please research any out of state schools to see if they are using a test. 

	Is it better to send ACT/SAT scores automatically or wait to see what score is? 
	It is better to just send them automatically.  Universities will use the best scores.  This year, most schools are going “test optional” and not requiring test scores due to COVID. Tests can help increase scholarship money if test scores are much higher than GPA (equivalent).

	Should we wait to apply until after they take SAT/ACT or is it ok to apply and send the scores later?
	Apply.  SAT/ACT is not required to apply in Arizona (and hasn’t been a requirement for quite some time).  The SAT/ACT was used for scholarship purposes at some schools, but this year, Arizona schools are issuing scholarships “test optional” and not requiring tests due to COVID.

	If applying by the nov 1 early application deadline and they take the tests again later, can they be resubmitted and will they automatically be reconsidered for scholarships or do we need to contact someone to look over the new score?
	Our Arizona universities due not have a deadline.  If you want to apply early to get certain benefits in Arizona, you can resubmit tests scores and they will automatically reconsider the score.  However, this year, Arizona schools are going “test optional” and not considering test scores this year for scholarships.  The test might help boost scholarship offers.

	Is it good to apply to get accepted at multiple in state universities at THIS POINT, if you are unsure of which you would like to attend?
	It is good to apply to all schools of interested.  You are not required to “accept” admissions.  They will contact you in the spring to set up orientation and if you don’t respond, you will not be able to enroll until that is complete. They will want you to confirm by May 1 if you have been offered a merit scholarship.

	How do we connect with the university representative?
	Visit our website to find the college rep for each school:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1699 

	How can we get information about deadlines and testing for PVCC enrollment?
	Visit the PVCC website: https://www.paradisevalley.edu/ 

And if you questions, please contact the PVCC rep:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1699 



	What question(s) do you have about financial aid?
	

	Where do we start?
	You would start by completing the FAFSA.  This website is:  www.fafsa.gov .  Once completed, if you have questions, please contact the college’s financial aid office with questions.  They will get access to your FAFSA automatically and will contact you about your financial aid options too.

	How can we avoid student loans?
	

	How do you receive grants and scholarships? 
	Grants are accessed through completing the FAFSA application.  You can fill this out at www.fafsa.gov.  Scholarships are offered directly through the school when it is for academics or athletics.  Universities will screen the admissions applications for academic scholarships and automatically offer these for students that qualify.  There are also private scholarships that you may apply to.  We have a list of some o these on our website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28992.  We also have some scholarship searches you can try:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28913 

	How do you apply for full ride scholarships?
	There is actually not really a “full ride”.  The best case scenario at out state universities is that tuition will be covered.  There will still be fees, books, housing, etc.  Some of our Arizona universities best scholarships still do not cover full tuition.  Each school has their own way or awarding scholarships, but they all automatically screen admissions applications to see who qualifies for these academic scholarships.  The one exception that does cover all expenses would be the Flinn Foundation scholarships.  This is for the truly elite students around the state and there are only 20 spots available each year.  This ends up being more completive and more difficult to achieve than even an IVY League admissions.

	How does my child apply for scholarships? 
	Universities will screen the admissions applications for academic scholarships and automatically offer these for students that qualify.  There are also private scholarships that you may apply to.  We have a list of some o these on our website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28992.  We also have some scholarship searches you can try:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28913

	What is FAFSA?
	This stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  The website is:  www.fafsa.gov.  This application opens the door for financial aid.  You may end up qualifying for grants or student loans and all schools will strong recommend that you complete it.

	If my child will be attending college in the Fall of 2021, do we need to submit FAFSA now or in spring?
	Now!   As soon as possible.  If you qualify, money can run out.  Also, some scholarships will require a FAFSA on file and they will have application deadlines.

	If financial aid is needed, what is available and what is the rate?
	Please contact each schools financial aid office as they would know what the rate is for their school.  Most financial aid is offered based on the admissions application and completing the FAFSA application as early as possible.  Their website is:  www.fafsa.gov 

	I'm confused about what our EFC amount means.  Can you explain how this affects COA?
	EFC stands for Expected Family Contribution.  While this number will be reported when you complete the FAFSA, it doesn’t necessarily mean this is the amount of money you will be required to pay.  This number helps each school determine what financial aid you may be eligible for.  Any aid you are offered, will reduce your COA, or Cost of Attendance. 

	I would like to know more about the NAU "Lumberjack" scholarship for tuition.  Is NAU the only state school that offers this sort of program?
	NAU is the only one that has this unique scholarship.  Here is the link for the Lumberjack:  https://nau.edu/office-of-scholarships-and-financial-aid/lumberjack-scholars-award/. Please contact our NAU rep for more details about this scholarship and to see if you qualify.  Here is the link to find the rep:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1699 

	I believe my child will qualify for the Lumberjack scholarship at NAU. What steps does he need to take to be sure?
	Please contact the NAU rep, Abby Tudor.  Her contact info can be found here:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1699 

	Does NAU have something like scholarship universe? 
	Each school has their own way of searching for scholarships.  Typically, you have to be an admitted student in order to access their scholarship database.  Please contact NAU’s rep, Abby Tudor with questions about this.  You can find her contact info here:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1699 

	When qualifying for Lumberjack, what other scholarships can be combined? 
	The Lumberjack is a tuition scholarship so it will not be able to be combined with any other tuition scholarships.  (you would have to choose between the Lumberjack and another tuition scholarship and since Lumberjack covers 100% tuition, it is always the best choice).  There are some other types of scholarships that provides money for other expenses.  Please visit our website for a list of some of these:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28992 

	Are there scholarships or financial aid for community colleges?
	Yes!  Please view their website for scholarships:  

For GCC:  https://www.gccaz.edu/scholarships

For PVCC: https://www.paradisevalley.edu/students/financial-aid/scholarships 

	I have heard some students receive scholarships to GCC. Do they just apply to find out what they qualify for or is it a specific scholarship they put in for?
	Please see their website for more information:  
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