Coffee with Counselors/Freshman and Sophomore                                                               4/1/22


	Can you talk about summer school and online classes?
	Please visit our on-line high school, Aspire’s, website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/77137.  $175.00 per/.5 credit

We also offer in-person summer classes through our Pathways program.  You can review their website here:  https://www.dvusd.org/domain/8629. No cost

Both options will have classes that finish by the end of June.  Pathways will also have a session with classes in July. Please contact your counselor to register for either of these summer options.

	What is credit recovery?
	At a general level, that means that a student needs to re-take because they failed it. 

	Where can I find what summer school classes are available?
	Please view the websites for our two summer options: 
Aspire’s, website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/77137
Pathways program:https://www.dvusd.org/domain/8629

	Can you review the final exams schedule?
	Finals are given the last two days of the semester.  Students are required to take these and can only take them late if they miss them. We strongly encourage you to not make travel plans until after finals. 

	How long do students have to make up exams and quizzes?
	Reach out to their teachers. That is the way to get this done.

	Is online summer school asynchronous?
	Yes, our on-line summer school is asynchronous (working on the class on their own).  Our in person summer school is a class led by a teacher, so they 

	How does the curriculum and expectations differ for Earth Science and Earth Science H?
	Earth Science H is a one semester class.  Earth Science (regular) is a two semester class.  In addition to Earth Science H having more rigor, it is condensed as well in summer school into a 5 week class.  Students should expect to spend a lot of time on this summer class and be prepared to work hard.

	How do we enroll for Geometry Honors?  What is the workload like?
	To enroll in Geometry Honors with Pathways (in person), there is an enrollment form that you would get from your counselor.  You would be able to complete the entire year course by the end of June and it costs $350.  If your student wanted to take Geometry H on-line, they could only take the 1st half of the course this summer and then they would have to take the 2nd half during 1st semester next year.  To register for the on-line class, you would email your child’s counselor and they would get that process started for you.  Each semester class will cost $175.

	Do finals cover the entire year?
	No, just a semester.  Finals are counted as regular exam (and no longer counts as 20% of the overall grade).

	Summer School start dates
	On-line, Aspire begins 

	What are the advantages of online classes?
	The advantages of on-line classes are the flexibility they offer.  It allows students to work on their classes when they are available.  This can also be a disadvantage. Some students have difficulty making time to work on their classes and get behind quickly since there is no one making sure they set aside enough time and get their work in.

	If my student takes a summer school class, can we adjust her schedule next year?
	You would want to contact the counselor about your specific situation so that we can figure out how it will work.  We would want to adjust classes as soon as possible so that you have the best chance of it working out the way you want it.

	Do I need to submit official transcripts for the foreign language classes at Rio Salado taken outside of SDOHS?
	Yes, you do if the student needs those credits to count toward their graduation requirements.  We not require a foreign language to graduate, but if the student needs additional classes to reach the 22 total required credits, we would want that transcript to be sent to O’Connor so we could count the classes.  Whether you send the transcript to O’Connor or not, you would always want to send the transcript to the college the student ends up attending.

	Can you tell us about Dual Enrollment classes?
	Dual Enrollment classes are college classes that students can take while still in high school.  Students earn both high school and college credit for the course.  There is tuition required for dual enrollment classes and they are offered through Rio Salado Community College which is part of Maricopa Community Colleges and is national certified. Some students take enough dual enrollment classes and are able to graduate with their AA degree at the time of high school graduation.

	How can my student make up Release Time credits?
	They can take on-line classes through Aspire or in-person class at Pathways.  They can take classes either in summer or during the school year.  They have a lot of options, so please contact your counselor to find out what will work best for you.  If your student enters high school with no college credit they will need to take 2.0 outside credits (4 Aspire or 4 Pathways classes).

	Is there a benefit to Dual Enrollment and in-state tuition?
	There is definitely a benefit to dual enrollment classes!  These are community college credits so the cost is much less than you pay for the same class at a university.  Some of our students have earned up to 2 full years of college credit before they leave high school which allows them to reduce the time they spend at the university after they graduate.  We also supply any required books which is another cost savings compared with taking the class at a college on your own.

	When should my Sophomore start thinking about colleges?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students can always begin thinking about college!  If a student already knows or can narrow down their college options, it does help focus their class choices and can even help determine what they should be doing to qualify for certain scholarships.  If they have schools in mind and you have the ability to visit those campuses, we strongly encourage that so that they can get a feel for the school.  If a student is not sure about where they want to go, we will have more general advisement that allows them to do the best they can for the most scenarios.



