November 4, 2021

Coffee with Counselors/Juniors

	What are the fine arts requirements?
	To graduate, students can have either a fine art OR a career and technical class.  For Arizona univeristies, they will accept either type of class.  If a student is looking at universities outside of Arizona, they would want to check directly with the university to find out the requirements.

	Are electives necessary?  What would be best if my student goes to college in a different state?
	Yes, electives necessary to graduate.  There is the one credit of fine art/cte to graduate plus an additional 6 classes.  However this can be satisfied even taking additional core classes such as science and math.  In order to know what is best for an out of state school, you should check directly with them.

	Will it hurt my student’s GPA and ranking if he only takes 4 classes instead of 6 senior year?
	Only a little.  The more classes that already in a GPA since it is average, the less each individual grade impacts the overall GPA.  So, if a student takes 6 classes, there will be a few more grades so it may impact the GPA ever so slightly.  However, many universities, including the AZ state schools, they do not really look at electives—they re-calculate grades based only on 16 core classes they require for admissions.  See this link for those classes. https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28919 

	What is the best approach for senior year; AP classes or West-Mec?
	This largely depends on the student.  If a student has a high class rank and is looking at competitive colleges, they will need to continue their AP classes in order to stay competitive.  If a student is looking at a career field where a West-MEC program will help them gain experience, this may be a good choice.  Keep in mind that many West-MEC programs are two-year programs and West-MEC expects all students to complete both years even if they start as a senior.  You would really want to limit your West-MEC program to a one-year program if your student is planning to attend college the next year or has any plans that make continuing problematic.

	What do we need to be prepared for graduation and college applications? When do we start applying?  Is there one place for all things related to seniors?
	College application typically open the summer prior to senior year starting.  Some college may have application deadlines as early as November 1, so please verify each’s schools timelines.  As far as graduation, that information will come out of the curriculum office early next year.  Students will attend senior meetings periodically throughout their senior year to get information regarding caps and gowns, etc. 

	When are classes finalized for senior year?
	Students and parents can no longer edit their requests after January 14.  However, if there are issues (such as classes that don’t fit together in a student’s schedule or a West-MEC program).

	Does Physical Science transferred in from another school count as a lab science at SDOHS? Is ROTC a fine art or CTE?
	Yes, Physical Science counts!  ROTC is a CTE course.

	Who qualifies for AP Gov/Econ senior year?
	Anyone can take any level or course, but to do well, a student should have experience in AP courses before jumping in their senior year.  It would be very difficult 

	Is computer class a fine art or CTE?
	CTE

	Will seniors take 4 classes or a full day next year?
	Seniors must take at least four classes.  There is no plan to ever make seniors take more than that unless they are short credits needed to graduate.

	Are Universities familiar with our new grading system?
	Yes.  They have been getting transcripts from schools for many years that use numbers. 

	How are the number grades (0-4) being translated to GPA for Universities?
	The numbers translate very similar to the letters.
4=4 grade points
3=3 grade points
2=2 grade points
1=0 grade points
0=0 grade points
Students will earn an additional point in the GPA for grades 2-4 when they take Honors or AP classes. 

	Can SDOHS offer more options for electives such as tech, life skills, more hands on learning in a field the senior may be interested in?
	Since resources and appropriately certified staffing are limited on each campus, we offer program in centralized locations in our district and using West-MEC.  Please see the link to each of these options:
District Signature Programs: https://www.dvusd.org/Page/29778 
West-MEC:  www.west-mec.org 
If interested in the programs, contact your student’s counselor for the application process.

	What classes are required for graduation senior year?  Can you give us more info on West-Mec? How does the West-Mec schedule work to be finished by mid-day?
	There are 4 classes required for senior year.  The typical senior takes:
English (ELA7-3, ENG101/102, AP English Lit)
Math (College Alg/Prob&Stat/Pre-CalcH, etc)
Social Studies (Government/Economics, POS110/AP)
Elective (science can count as the fourth class if a student wants to keep up their class rank)

	The registration link isn’t clear about what classes are a semester or full year.  For example, my student is supposed to take .5 econ but it is not an option.
	When looking at Social Studies and Math, we only have students choose one semester of the two semester classes and we will automatically populate the other class.

	What is the final date to make schedule changes?
	January 14, 2022

	Can seniors choose to take 6 classes and stay all day?
	Yes!

	What if my student can no longer drive to his off-campus class?
	He will no longer be able to take that class and that may impact their ability to graduate.  If it is too late into the semester, they will earn an F for the class if they stop attending.  There are specific deadlines for “dropping” or “withdrawing”.

	How can we request official transcripts?  
	www.parchment.com!  Please create an account, choose O’Connor as your school and then you can request transcripts.

	Does SDOHS offer scholarship opportunities?
	We have lists of scholarships on our website at the following link:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28992 

Colleges will review each student’s application when they apply for any academic scholarships they may qualify for.  These tend to be the bigger $$.  Private scholarships (the link above) are usually smaller but can be used at most colleges/universities.

	Do kids have to take a 3rd year of Spanish for out of state reach schools?
	Each out of state university will have their own requirements about what is required for admissions.  We always recommend getting on that school’s website to see what the requirements are. Having a 3rd year of foreign language is one of the more common requirements, but this is not universal.

	Can seniors choose a late or early start?
	No. Seniors will get assigned a schedule that could be in the morning or the afternoon.  Whatever they are assigned cannot be changed, not even for work.  All classes will be grouped together so there will not be a split in their day.  Keep in mind that athletes that PowerTraining will most likely have an afternoon schedule (late start).

	If a senior is taking West-Mec classes off campus, do they take their core classes on campus?
	Yes, West-MEC students usually take their core classes on campus.  If we are not able to get all of their core classes on campus due to the time of their West-MEC program, they may need to take classes on-line in order to meet graduation requirements.

	How many credits do seniors need to take on campus?
	Seniors need to take four classes.  This can be a combination of in person and on-line classes.  Keep in mind, however, that most of the time, on-line classes will not be approved if the student has not taken on-line classes and shown success.  

	Science requirements for out of state colleges?
	Please check each colleges website for their requirements.

	When is the SAT and is it required?
	The SAT is and exam (along with ACT) that is taken for university admissions.  Some schools may require an SAT or ACT test score in order to complete an admissions application.  However, many schools are now looking at these tests as optional.  Taking an exam and doing well, may improve a student’s chances of getting accepted at a school or increasing scholarship money for those schools that are optional.  In Arizona all of our schools are test optional and will only use a test score if it helps a student.  We will give all juniors the ACT exam in the spring.  Students make take the SAT or re-take the ACT on their own by signing up/paying on their websites:
SAT:  www.collegeboard.org/sat
[bookmark: _GoBack]ACT:  www.act.org/student 





