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	What courses are needed to get into college?
	Please see our website for Arizona University admission requirements:  Counseling / Graduation Requirements (dvusd.org)

For out of state universities, please visit each college’

	
	

	When will the students find out if they were accepted into West-Mec?  Do they need to pick electives anyway?
	Students are typically notified in March so we do require students to choose electives anyway. We can remove them once we have confirmation they were accepted and registered for a West-MEC program.  Due to the large variation in West-MEC schedules, counselors will work with each West-MEC student to determine how to work out their schedule.

	
	

	How does dual enrollment works? How do you find what’s available?
	These are classes offered on our campus where students can earn college credit in addition to earning the high school credit.  These classes’ curriculum aligns with the community college course and the SDOHS teacher has met the college teaching requirements in order to teach the class.  They cost community college tuition (between $285-$385/semester) and students will earn college credits for these classes if they have a passing grade.  They will allow students to reduce what they take in college due to already having college credits accumulated. The rigor is above a regular class, but not quite to the level of an Honors or AP class (with a few exceptions).  Most of these classes do not earn an honors point except:  Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Spanish, Chemistry.  These above mentioned courses also have higher rigor than the typical dual enrollment course. 

All classes that are offered as dual enrollment are designated on the forms we emailed home.  You can also see them on our website:  Counseling / Sophomores (dvusd.org)


	
	

	What AP and Dual classes are available? What is the difference?
	Regular classes:  the standard course for the grade level
Honors:  a step above regular classes in rigor and work load.  These classes are for students that have been able to earn top grades and have the time to devote to the increased work demands of the class.  Honors classes will earn an extra point in the weighted GPA.
Dual Enrollment:  a class offered where students can earn college credit in addition to earning the high school credit.  These classes curriculum aligns with the community college course and the SDOHS teacher has met the college teaching requirements in order to teach the class.  They cost community college tuition (between $285-$385/semester) and students will earn college credits for these classes if they have a passing grade.  They will allow students to reduce what they take in college due to already having college credits accumulated. The rigor is above a regular class, but not quite to the level of an Honors or AP class (with a few exceptions).  Most of these classes do not earn an honors point except:  Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Spanish, Chemistry.  These above mentioned courses also have higher rigor than the typical dual enrollment course. 
Advanced Placement (AP):  the most demanding and rigorous courses we offer.  Students will earn an extra point in their weighted GPA for these classes and have the ability to take an optional exam (cost approx. $102/subject) in May.  If students score well on the exam, they may potentially earn college credit in that subject area.  


	
	

	Can you talk about Weighted and Unweighted GPA?
	Unweighted GPA not factoring in any honors/AP classes that award extra points for their grades.  So, even in an honors or AP class, an unweighted GPA will only award 3 points for a B.  Weighted GPA includes all the extra points for honors and AP classes, so this GPA can be above a 4.0 because As are worth 5 points (instead of the normal 4 points in a regular class).  Both GPAs are displayed on our transcripts. That said, different universities regard GPAs and honors points differently so it’s best to check with each college how they review grades/GPA for admissions, scholarships, etc.  In Arizona, for example, our state universities will only look at 16 core classes so they will re-calculate the GPA and not use the one listed on our transcript (see our website for these classes: Counseling / Graduation Requirements (dvusd.org).  For a more detailed explanation of GPA and class rank, please visit our APG (page 11 of the 22-23 APG) Handbooks and Forms / Handbooks (dvusd.org)

	
	

	How do I know if my child is taking the correct classes?
	You can review their grades in their current classes and review with them the level of classes they signed up for next year.  Counseling emailed all students and parents all of the registration materials.  You can also view them here:  Counseling / Sophomores (dvusd.org).  If you have questions about the choices or classes, please contact your students teachers for their recommendations and counselors if you have questions about requirements.

	
	

	I want to understand science requirements for graduation and college entrance. I also just want to make sure overall my son is set up with the appropriate class schedule and what can be taken as Honora vs AP vs Dual Enrollment.
	Here is our district graduation policy for science courses:
1.  3 credits are required to graduate
2. One credit=Biology
3. One credit=Earth Science or Environmental Science
4. Third credit can be anything else
5. OC has agreed to waive the Earth/Environmental requirement for any student that takes Honors/dual/AP science in BOTH 10th and 11th grade. 
6. AZ universities (and probably other universities as well) will not accept the combination of Environmental Science and Forensic Science (11th grade option).  For students that want to take Forensic Science in 11th grade, they must take Earth Science in 10th if they want to go on to a university after school.

So, students can take either Chemistry or Earth/Environmental in 10th grade.  However, if they take Chemistry, they will then need to take Earth or Environmental in 11th grade.  If they take Honors Chemistry in 10th grade, they will have more options in 11th grade as long as they choose an Honors, dual or AP science.  We do have an option for students to take a .5 Honors Earth Science and a .5 dual enrollment Chemistry (CHM130) in 10th grade.  This class will satisfy the Earth/Environmental requirement and also give exposure to Chemistry as well as give an honors point in the weighted GPA.  Students that take this class can go on to take any 11th grade science class they want except for AP Chemistry (although they can take an advanced dual enrollment Chemistry).

	
	

	What other classes JR year are offered and run like Honors Earth science/chemistry that are not AP or dual enrollment? 
	The Honors Earth/Chem class is pretty unique!  If you are asking about science in particular, we do have Honors Physics that students can take junior year which is neither AP nor dual.  For a full list of class options, please reference the email sent by counseling, or visit our website for the information:  Counseling / Sophomores (dvusd.org)

	
	

	When is the college testing taking place?
	PSAT is a preliminary or practice SAT exam that is optional and offered every October.  We provide information to all juniors in the first days of school about how to sign up for this exam. We also email the information to parents. There is a small fee and it will always be held on a Saturday (which sometimes conflicts with band competitions, athletic events, etc).  We do not have control over the date and we can only offer it one time on the designated Saturday that is pre-determined by College Board.

We also have every junior take the ACT in the spring of the junior year.  This is actually their required state assessment, so it is not optional and you do not have to register or pay for this exam.  

Any student that would like to take the SAT or re-take the ACT can do so on their own by signing up directly with these testing organizations.  You can find more information about them and the links for their websites here:  Counseling / College Testing and Preparation (dvusd.org)

	
	

	Is Drivers ed offered as a class? 
	It is offered as a communited ed option by the district. Here is their website: Community Education / Drivers Education (dvusd.org) 

	
	

	What classes/electives- (any cooking?) are offered or available if not taking 1/2 day senior year?
	Cooking/Culinary is only offered at BGHS. Students can travel between the schools in order to take culinary, but they must fill out an application and have their own transportation.  Please contact your student’s counselor for more information on this.  

For a list of our electives, please reference the email counseling sent to all parents when we met with each grade level for registration or on our website: Counseling / Sophomores (dvusd.org)

	
	

	When do students apply for University and then make a decision as to where they are going? 
	Students can usually begin applying for universities in the summer prior to their senior year.  Although it is rare, some universities can have an application deadline of November 1st.  In Arizona, our universities have rolling admissions so they will review applications as they get them.  The deadlines for deciding which university to attend is often flexible, but students usually have to pay a deposit in order to move forward with orientation, picking dorms, classes, etc. so it helps to make the decision as early as possible. 

	
	

	When do students tour University campus- any organized HS trip?
	Students can tour universities at any age so it is not too soon to start this!  We do not have any organized trips with the school.

	
	

	Would like to learn more about recommendations on classes to take if going to in or out of state college (I.e. foreign language required 2 years for in state and 3 years out of state).
	Each out of state university will have their own requirements for students.  We recommend you check the university website to verify what they require for out of state applicants.  For in-state admissions, here are their requirements:  Counseling / Graduation Requirements (dvusd.org)

	
	

	NCAA eligibility?
	All student athletes should register with the NCAA Eligibility Center in their junior year.  All of our classes meet NCAA eligibility requirements. Their GPA would be the only thing that could interfere with eligibility.  For more information, please visit their website:  NCAA Eligibility Center

	
	

	When will students know if they got the classes they selected?
	About one week prior to school, PowerSchool will display schedules.  However, schedules can still change and classes are not guaranteed until the first day of school.  

	
	

	Will the students be more likely to get the electives that align with their career goals?
	Students are most likely to get the electives that were their first choice.  We make every effort to give students their first choice classes.  Once we know what students want to take, we immediately begin working on the schedule to determine how many classes and teachers we need to accommodate the choices and start hiring where necessary.  This is why we can’t change schedules if students change their mind once the registration deadline has passed. 

	
	

	Can you take math classes in the summer to get into the next level math class during the school year?
	Yes! Reach out to your student’s counselor for more information. 

	
	

	What are National Merit Qualifications?
	Juniors that score above the top 1% in the country on the PSAT (taken the October of their junior year)  This works out to roughly 17,000 students nationwide.  To progress, students must then get a confirming score (an equivalently high score) on a SAT or ACT.  That narrows it down further to about 16,000.  From that 16,000 there is an application that is completed by the student and a part that is completed by the school.  About half of this group will become National Merit recipients based on their applications. Schools are notified in September about which seniors met the qualifying cut score and then we tell students and help them through the process.

	
	

	Can a teacher approve a student to move into their class from another teacher’s class?
	No, absolutely not. We cannot accommodate any teacher requests from students, parents, or teachers. Teachers are explicitly asked by our administration not to tell students they can change into their class because this is not a possibility.

	
	

	AP Seminar/AP Research information?
	These are part of the AP Capstone program.  The AP Capstone diploma is recognized by elite schools and can give an advantage to students that earn this recognition when they apply.  For more information, please visit the AP Capstone website:  AP Capstone Diploma™ Program – AP Central | College Board

	
	

	Are there any new requirements for ASU that we should know about? (ie Science credit changes like a few years ago)
	The biggest issue for ASU is that a student cannot take Environmental Science and Forensic Science in combination as two of their 3 science courses.  Any other combination of science is fine. But, ASU did dramatically lower their scholarship amounts. So much so, that their top scholarship is about $3,000+ short of tuition.

	
	

	For senior year will they be required to take more than 4 classes? At some point I heard there would be change.
	No, seniors are only required to take four classes if they need four or less credits to graduate. If they need more than four credits to graduate, then they will need more, but not for any other reason.

	
	

	Advice on how to decide between honors and AP class for college bound student. 
	Most classes are only offered as honors OR AP, not both.  Most classes change from honors to AP in junior year.  The one exception is Physics and Pre-Calculus.  These are both offered as Honors and AP.  The best way to determine the best course for your student is to reach out to their current teacher in the subject area for their recommendation.

	
	

	How do I register for Dual Classes?
	Students can choose dual classes in PowerSchool during the registration window (closing 1/9/23). In PowerSchool registration, Dual classes will have either three letters/three numbers in the name of the class (such as HIS103 for US History) and/or a CO at the end of the course number (such as HSS20YCO for US History).  Once next school year begins, the teachers will give provide the information about registering and paying for the dual classes.

	
	

	When are the SAT's scheduled at SDOHS?
	We do not offer the SAT.  You can schedule an SAT by visiting their site:  https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration

	
	

	Are juniors required to take six classes?
	Yes

	
	

	Can students enroll in online classes for their electives if they found something they wish to take?
	Yes.  They can take the on-line class in place of taking that classes on campus at no charge.  We will structure their schedule so that they either come to school late or leave early.  They will not be allowed on campus during times they are not scheduled for a class. 

	
	

	If my student has a job, is there any work study credit available?
	No, we don’t offer any credits for work.

	
	






