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	I would like to understand the courses, and summer credits.
	Please check for an email from your student’s counselor (find out who your student’s counselor is here: https://www.dvusd.org/domain/1364)  It will include a lot of information about our classes—requirements, etc. We do have 2 summer options—in person and on-line.  The on-line program costs $175 per .5 credit and most classes in person

	
	

	I would like to understand electives.
	Please go to our Academic Planning Guide (APG) for descriptions of the electives. Keep in mind that not all classes listed in the APG are offered at Sandra Day O’Connor HS.  Please check the email that was sent by the OC Counselors for our list of electives, or find them on our website along with additional registration information:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/12132 

	
	

	Are there Dual Enrollment options for sophomores?
	Yes!  There are a handful of electives (Accounting, Sports Medicine, Early Childhood Education) as well as World History.  In PowerSchool, these classes will be designated by 3 letters/3 numbers in the course title and/or a “CO” at the end of the course number.  For example, World History will have HIS103 in the course title and the course code is HSS01YCO

	
	

	How do I know if my student on track for the Universities?
	Almost all of our courses prepare students for university admission.  One additional requirement that some universities have is two or more years of the same foreign language.  Since foreign language is not a graduation requirement, these are counted as electives for our students.  Here is a link to graduation requirements/AZ University admission requirements: Counseling / Graduation Requirements (dvusd.org)

Please keep in mind that guaranteed admission requires that students have a 3.0 (B average) unweighted GPA in the 16 core credits (see the above link to review the core credits). 


	
	

	What summer classes are available?
	There are many summer classes available both on-line and in person.  Here are the links to the websites

DVUSD Pathways (in person classes $0 tuition): https://www.dvusd.org/Page/59148

Aspire (on-line $175/.5 credit): https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/10689

Both will require the SDOHS counselor to register the student.


	
	

	Where can we find a list of all requirements (i.e., the course names and credit hours)? 
	We have posted them on our website:  Counseling / Graduation Requirements (dvusd.org)

	
	

	When will we be notified if the requested classes were approved/that they are enrolled in the requested classes? 
	Schedules are posted on PowerSchool about one week before school starts.  Any schedules that may be viewed earlier than this are in error and may not be the correct schedule.  All schedules are subject to change up until the 1st day of school where all students will pick up their official schedule.  Students will not be allowed to change any classes unless they fall into one of four categories:
1. Computer Error (ie. schedule will say “Schedule Problem”)
2. Medical
3. Change needed to meet a graduation requirement (or college admission requirement)
4. Took a class in summer school but it is still on the schedule (this is rare as we do try to make all of the corrections by one week prior to the start of school)

	
	

	When should the students begin meeting with admissions advisors from the universities?
	Students can tour campuses as early as now!  However, admissions counselors are available to specific questions you may have, put primarily work with seniors who have applied to the university.

	
	

	My son is concerned about difficultly of Honors Chemistry. Is it part of the gifted Cohort?
	Yes, Honors Chem is part of the Gifted cohort.  Please speak with his current Bio H teacher or Ms. Yates to discuss.  Ms. Yates email is:  sara.stollaryates@dvusd.org 

	
	

	Can you explain the difference between regular, honors, dual enrollment and AP?
	Regular classes:  the standard course for the grade level
Honors:  a step above regular classes in rigor and work load.  These classes are for students that have been able to earn top grades and have the time to devote to the increased work demands of the class.  Honors classes will earn an extra point in the weighted GPA.
Dual Enrollment:  a class offered where students can earn college credit in addition to earning the high school credit.  These classes curriculum aligns with the community college course and the SDOHS teacher has met the college teaching requirements in order to teach the class.  They cost community college tuition (between $285-$385/semester) and students will earn college credits for these classes if they have a passing grade.  They will allow students to reduce what they take in college due to already having college credits accumulated. The rigor is above a regular class, but not quite to the level of an Honors or AP class (with a few exceptions).  Most of these classes do not earn an honors point except:  Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Spanish, Chemistry.  These above mentioned courses also have higher rigor than the typical dual enrollment course. 
Advanced Placement (AP):  the most demanding and rigorous courses we offer.  Students will earn an extra point in their weighted GPA for these classes and have the ability to take an optional exam (cost approx. $102/subject) in May.  If students score well on the exam, they may potentially earn college credit in that subject area.  


	
	

	Is Chemistry or Earth Sciences recommended for a sophomore?
	Here is our district graduation policy for science courses:
1.  3 credits are required to graduate
2. One credit=Biology
3. One credit=Earth Science or Environmental Science
4. Third credit can be anything else
5. OC has agreed to waive the Earth/Environmental requirement for any student that takes Honors/dual/AP science in BOTH 10th and 11th grade. 
6. AZ universities (and probably other universities as well) will not accept the combination of Environmental Science and Forensic Science (11th grade option).  For students that want to take Forensic Science in 11th grade, they must take Earth Science in 10th if they want to go on to a university after school.

So, students can take either Chemistry or Earth/Environmental in 10th grade.  However, if they take Chemistry, they will then need to take Earth or Environmental in 11th grade.  If they take Honors Chemistry in 10th grade, they will have more options in 11th grade as long as they choose an Honors, dual or AP science.  We do have an option for students to take a .5 Honors Earth Science and a .5 dual enrollment Chemistry (CHM130) in 10th grade.  This class will satisfy the Earth/Environmental requirement and also give exposure to Chemistry as well as give an honors point in the weighted GPA.  Students that take this class can go on to take any 11th grade science class they want except for AP Chemistry (although they can take an advanced dual enrollment Chemistry).

	
	

	What do we pick if your child is unsure what they want to do?
	Have your students pick the most challenging classes they can still do well with.  For their electives, they should choose subjects they like or things they would like to learn about.  Most of the time, students are not really taking classes in high school that change the outcome of what they can do once they figure out their post-secondary plans as long as they are doing well academically.

	
	

	How much do dual credit courses cost?
	They cost the same as if students took directly at the community college.  They are currently charging $85.00/credit hour + $15 fee, and most classes are 3-4 credit hours per semester. That means you would be paying just under $300-$400 per semester depending on the class.

	
	

	Can you tell us the Sports Med path?
	1.  Year one=Intro to Sports Med
2. Year two=Advanced Sports Med
3. Year three=NASM (National Academy of Sports Medicine-comes with personal trainer certification)  OR Physical Therapy Tech (comes with certification to be a Physical Therapy Tech).
4. Year four=can take a year three class if not taken last year. And/Or can take Sports Medicine Internship (must complete an application).  This would not be a class in the students schedule, but rather internship hours that are worked out between the student and teacher.  There is an on-line portion that students have to complete along with completing the hours to get credit.

	
	

	With AZ State schools not taking into account advanced placement / honors classes, what is the true benefit from a Counselor’s perspective?
	No AZ schools use honors/AP when reviewing for admissions or scholarships.  

However, all of the honors colleges within the Arizona universities would look at these classes and class rank (highly dependent on honors/AP points in the GPA).  If a student wanted to apply for an honors college, this would be a critical part of the application.

There are some programs that require a certain level of math to be admitted into certain programs.  There is no way to achieve this on a regular math pathway.

Honors and AP classes are the very best preparation for the rigor of college.  This is more important that any GPA benefit or even scholarships.  Students that earn scholarships but are not ready for the rigor of college, often don’t keep the scholarships because they are required to maintain a certain GPA in college.  Students that have rigorous preparation are the best prepared to do well in college and continue on to graduate.







