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	What science courses are required (she took Environmental Science this year)?
	3 credits/years of science are required.  Freshman take Biology and then two additional years are required.  After Biology and Environmental Science, students can take any junior level science course.  However, there is one combination that universities that will not consider meeting admission requirements:  Environmental Science and Forensic Science.  So, if a student plans to attend a university after high school and took Environmental Science in 10th grade, they would want to avoid taking Forensic Science as their 11th grade science.  This combination WILL work for graduation purposes (or community college).  See our course worksheet for options.  https://www.dvusd.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=84219 

	Who can we speak with about medical scholarships? We are unfamiliar with the process, so any information about college admissions and financial aid and scholarships is helpful.
	Universities will screen student applications for academic/merit scholarships when students originally apply. There are also some private scholarships that students can search for and we have a variety of search engines on the counseling website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28913 

	He wants to be a veterinarian, so what kind of college should he choose first? Are there volunteers who can let him study first?
	Most universities will have appropriate science degrees for students wishing to go into medicine, dental, vet, law, etc for their advanced degrees.  Many will also have what they call “pre-professional advisement” that helps students navigate the next step after getting their 4 year bachelor’s degree and what would be required to apply to vet school, med school, pharmacy, law school, etc.

If students are interested in shadowing a professional, they should reach out to some to ask to do so.  O’Connor and the Deer Valley school district participates with West-MEC which has a Vet Science program where students are actually working with animals and a vet in a real vet clinic.  You can learn more on the West-MEC website https://www.west-mec.edu/Page/42 .  Applications would be completed on-line, printed out, signed and then turned into their counselor.  Students also need to complete, sign and turn in a travel form that can be found here:  https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/90/West-MEC%20Travel%20Permission%20Form%202023-2024.pdf  

	When is the time to apply for financial aid? Grants vs. Loans
	Grants and Federal Student loans are always accessed through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on their website:  www.fafsa.gov  This application will open sometime in December (but it may change by the time your 10th grader is a senior).  In addition to this application which gives you access to grants and federal student loans, the college’s financial aid department can help you access additional options as well.

	When do we start applying for colleges? How do we search for available scholarships?
	College applications usually open about the time senior year starts. Counselors will meet with all seniors starting the first week of school. We will provide them with a copy of their transcript which they can use to self-report their grades (for AZ universities).

	I would like to know about high school classes she should be taking next year to prepare for college
	Most classes are already aligned with university admissions. A few things to consider:
1. The combination of Environmental Science (10th grade) and Forensic Science (11th Science) does
2. Many schools need at least two years of a foreign language (ASU and U of A) but some do not (NAU, GCU)
3. Any college/university outside of Arizona will have their own requirements.  Always check those individual college’s websites to see what they require for admission.

	Would want to participate in the discussion and want to know the requirement for Fine Arts credit for college admission
	In Arizona, universities will accept EITHER a fine art OR  a CTE credit.  

Any college/university outside of Arizona will have their own requirements.  Always check those individual college’s websites to see what they require for admission.

	Will the counselor or school help them with applying for financial aid and help the students fill out the college applications? Is this something parents can be involved with as well?
	Counselors will talk to students and guide them to the applications for admissions, scholarships, FAFSA, etc.  We will also hold a parent night in the spring of junior year with the college reps present and available for questions.  We do not specifically hold any event to help students complete any college applications.  Most students find the applications straight forward and don’t end up needed any help.  However, any student that would like extra assistance can certainly reach out to their counselor for help.  The colleges will also offer events and help with college applications.  AZ colleges screen the admissions applications for academic scholarships automatically, so not additional application is required for that.

For financial aid, SDOHS will hold a FAFSA night where parents and students can attend to complete their FAFSA.  College financial aid reps attend the event to help parents and answer questions.

Scholarships outside of the school based, academic ones, require some research and time.  We have a page on our website with a variety of places that students can search for scholarships. We point this out to them and emphasize in their junior year.  Each scholarship will have their own criteria, application, due date, etc.  Please see our scholarship website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28913 

	SAT/ACT requirements of colleges now ?
	Many schools are test optional.  That means that students do not have to submit a test score to be considered for admissions.  However, all of our juniors will take the ACT and will have a test score to send.  In Arizona all of our universities ask students to send their available test scores, because they can help (and never be used in a negative way) students that may have a deficiency or fall short in some way.  Some competitive schools are going to back to requiring tests, but some aren’t.  Please check specific college websites to find out a college’s policy on exams.

	None, but question about TSW program
	The Transition School to Work program is available to any student identified as having a disability documented in a 504 or IEP.  The TSW teacher will reach out to anyone who qualifies to explain more about the program.  If a student decides to take the class, they will earn elective credit for the class.  For the most relevant, detailed information, please reach out to the TSW teacher. 

	Child applied to West mec IT program and has form turned in to counselor. What happens next?
	The SDOHS counselors all turn in their West-MEC applications to our district office.  The district CTE department will review and complete the West-MEC scoring rubric (https://www.west-mec.edu/cms/lib/AZ50010839/Centricity/Domain/89/Final%20Central%20Program%20Rubric%202024-2025.pdf) on each student and rank the students for each program based on the rubric scores. 

	Attendance?
	Attendance is one the very best ways that students can have the best opportunity to be successful at school.  When students are absent, they have miss what is being taught and even though they will the ability to make up any missed work, missing the instruction make this harder.  In many cases, when absences are excessive, grades are much lower than the student’s capability.  If this happens, sometimes students do not pass classes and become off track for graduation. Knowing how important attendance is, our district policy is that students may lose credit at 12 absences during a semester.  O’Connor is spending a lot of time meeting with students that have a large number of absences attempting to find out what the issues are for each student in order to try to promote better attendance. Poor attendance is one of the two biggest categories on the West-MEC rubric that prioritizes which students will get the coveted spots for each program, so students that struggle with attendance can risk opportunities they may be interested in.  Please encourage your students to come to sick when they are well.

	New grading system
	This year, the district is requiring that all schools operate on a 0-100% scale and students will earn 0% if they miss any assignment or test unless or until they make up the work.  For each coursework entry or assessment entry a student will earn a letter grade based on the following scale:
A=90-100%
B=80-89%
C=70-79%
D=60-69%
F<59%
There are 2 categories, Assessment and Coursework. Assessments are worth 80% of the grade and Coursework is worth 20%.  Students may have opportunities to turn in late work or re-take tests, but this will vary by subject.  Each teacher publishes their policy on their syllabus.  Each group of teachers that teach the same subject will follow the same practice regarding re-takes and late work.



