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Welcome to AP US Government and Politics: AP GOPO! In this class, I will be a facilitator who will ask you hard questions, prompt your own questions, and point you towards answers. It’s going to be great fun collaborating as we learn more about the vital world of politics. I love learning about government and politics and I think you will too. 

Goals
This year we will not just learn politics; we will also do politics. As Goethe said, “Thinking is easy, acting is difficult, and to put one’s thoughts into action is the most difficult thing in the world.” I hope that by mixing theory, facts, relevant contemporary issues, and opportunities to act on your knowledge you will have the tools necessary to become political. So sit back, relax, and get political. It’s not just a class; it’s reality. 

Big Questions and Critical Skills
A number of big questions animate this course. We won’t answer all of our questions, but our engagement of the questions will lead us to knowledge and insight.  
Here are some examples of the big questions that will carry our inquiry:
· How democratic is the United States?
· What are the core American political values?
· How do we reconcile liberty and security in this age of global terror?
· Who does our political system represent?

You’re also going to learn many important critical skills.
After you’ve completed this course, you will be able to: 
· Analyze political documents
· Carry on a informed political conversation
· Understand important contemporary political trends
· Have a critical comprehension of the media
· Know how to effectively interact with your government 
· Interpret political charts, graphs, maps, cartoons and data
· Understand your legal rights and responsibilities 
· Act on your knowledge
· Achieve a high score on the AP exam

Free Inquiry
This classroom is a place for critical inquiry into vital questions about our political beliefs and values. I hope that this class stimulates your thinking, respects and affirms your beliefs, and is a safe place for you to share your ideas. It’s my goal to listen thoughtfully, ask incisive questions, and consider all sides of an issue. I hope you’ll join me on this journey.

Units
In AP US Government and Politics course we will attempt to understand the American political system by focusing on five main units of study: 

· Foundations of American Democracy
· Interaction Among Branches of Government
· Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
· American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
· Political Participation


Required Foundational Documents
· The Declaration of Independence
· The Articles of Confederation
· The Constitution of the United States (Bill of Rights & Amendments)
· Federalist No. 10
· Federalist 51
· Federalism No. 70
· Federalist No. 78
· Brutus No. 1
· Letter from Birmingham Jail


Required Supreme Court Cases
1. [bookmark: _bgck4ajohmy6]Marbury v. Madison, 1803*
2. [bookmark: _9lyy9gpy3oyu]McCulloch v. Maryland, 1819*
3. [bookmark: _t90up550z7i]Brown v. Board of Education, 1954*
4. [bookmark: _2nqj1j83ftn2]Gideon v. Wainwright, 1963* 
5. [bookmark: _lip682yhf4w4]Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District, 1969* 
6. [bookmark: _7jsf2dag0kww]Roe v. Wade, 1973*  
7. [bookmark: _tiylv54u289y]United States v. Lopez, 1995* 
8. [bookmark: _324hwb6cubsp]Baker v. Carr, 1961* 
9. [bookmark: _28qbqxvj1jnx]Engel v. Vitale, 1962* 
10. [bookmark: _xvis4w9c7fr8]New York Times Company v. U.S., 1971* 
11. [bookmark: _eitqcm51dvev]Schenck v. United States, 1919* 
12. [bookmark: _quk1osilcng2]McDonald v. Chicago, 2010* 
13. [bookmark: _5bfj9fxmjdso]Shaw v. Reno, 1993*  
14. [bookmark: _buo7fde3tm2j]Wisconsin v. Yoder, 1972* 
15. Citizens United v Federal Election Commission (FEC), 2010*

	Unit
	Title
	Topics
	Documents

	1
	Foundations of American Democracy
	Constitutional Convention
Separation of Powers
Checks and Balances
Federalism
	The United States Constitution
Articles of Confederation
Federalist No. 10
Brutus 1
Federalist No. 51
Tenth Amendment
Fourteenth Amendment
McCulloch v. Maryland
US v. Lopez

	2
	Interactions Among Branches of Government 
	Congress
Presidency
Judiciary
Bureaucracy
Making Public Policy
	Federalist No. 70
Twenty-Second Amendment
Article III of the Constitution
Federalist No. 78
Marbury v. Madison

	3
	Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
	First Amendment
Civil Rights
Letter from Birmingham Jail
	U.S. Constitution
Bill of Rights
First Amendment
Tinker v. Des Moines
Schenck v. United States
New York Times Co. v. U.S.

	4
	American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
	Ideology
Political socialization
	

	5
	Political Participation
	Political Parties
Elections
Interest Groups
Mass Media
	Baker v. Carr
Shaw v. Reno





Discussion
There is a great deal of opportunity for discussion in this class.  Discussion (and life in general) works best if you observe the following rules.
· Listen.
· Speak your mind (not just your heart).
· Attack ideas, not people. Don’t kill the messenger.
· Ask as many questions as you make statements.
· It’s ok to disagree. You can still be friends.
· Do us all a favor and think about what you are going to say before you say it.
· Follow this guide: Is what you are saying true? Is it important? Is it worth saying? Is it hurtful?
· Don’t repeat things that have already been said. Don’t begin with, “Somebody already said this…”
· Respond to the current thread of the discussion, not what was said five minutes ago (let it go).
· If you start a sentence with, “I’m not racist, but…” you shouldn’t say it.

The AP Exam

AP Exam Format
	Section
	# of Questions
	Timing
	Percent of Total Exam Score

	I. Multiple Choice
	55
	80 minutes
	50%

	II. Free Response
	4 mandatory
	1 hour, 40 minutes
	50%

	Concept Application	
	
	20 minutes 
	12.5%

	Quantitative Analysis
	
	20 minutes
	12.5%

	SCOTUS Comparison
	
	20 minutes
	12.5%

	Argument Essay
	
	40 minutes
	12.5%



AP Exam Content Breakdown
	Unit 
	Unit Title
	% of Exam
	# of Questions
	Days Semester

	1
	Foundations
	15-22%
	8-12 
	12

	2
	Branches
	25-36%
	14-22
	18

	3
	Civil
	13-18%
	7-10
	17

	4
	Beliefs
	10-15%
	5-8
	10

	5
	Participation
	20-27%
	11-15
	13

	Total
	
	100%
	55
	70
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