Student Story Analysis Justification:  

Before we seriously analyze fiction, we should be familiar with writing it and then come to see the fiction within our own writing.  Writers make conscious and unconscious decisions in terms of rhetoric, diction, and avenues of story-telling.  I want you to be aware of your own choices for when you can accurately see yourself, than you can at least partly come to understand someone else.

The Assignment:

· Write a 300 word single-spaced excerpt of your novel.  Exactly 300 words.  Do not put your name on it.  
· It cannot be from the first paragraph nor from the final (that makes the theme either too easy or too didactic).
· Your main character must be treated with dignity; her name is ______________
· Your objective is to approach / hint at / arrive at / reiterate an assigned theme.  How you do it is up to you.  Do not blatantly say it.  Make the reader think a little.  Start off deciding on focusing on character, plot, setting, point of view, and then write it.
· The theme is: The individualist in revolt against social conformity, or in conflict with the rules of society.
· On a separate document write a 200-250 treatise on what you intended to do.  Consider style choices as well as story-telling choices.  Do put your name on this.
· I will copy 5-10 of them, either randomly or by choice, depending on which period you are in, and we will analyze them as a class.  The discussion will be magical!  The best one as voted by you will be impaled on the wall.

Schedule:
1.  You have been handed this paper.
2.  We will discuss the theme, each of us verbally providing an example of it in literature or film. AHEM!  I get Huck Finn!
3.  You write, and analyze yourself.
4.  Turn it in WITHOUT showing anyone else!  THIS FRIDAY!
5.  I copy, critique a bit.
6.  On Tuesday we will analyze a packet of our writing.  Then after this, anything is fair game!

Good luck, my droogs, as you step into the realm of writing.  Trust me, it’s horrorshow. 

