DISPUTATIONS:
Treatise:  In the Middle Ages, the glorious time of wit and invention, students of whatever colleges existed at that time participated in disputations.  It is easy to see why the rack faded into history, but it is a wonderment as to why such mental gladiatorial challenges have disappeared.  Therefore, if we are to learn from the past, let us revive the Disputation!  The AP Manual states that “Effective AP teachers work closely with their students, giving them the opportunity to reason, analyze, and understand for themselves.”  Disputation meets that need!

So what do you do?  It depends.  It will be one of the three options below.  I will tell you which!

1.  You’ll be assigned a poem to read.  You’ll analyze it yourself, judge its meaning, do a TPICAST…and then come to school prepared to teach/defend/argue an aspect of it…usually meaning or symbol usage or even the importance of a given line.

2.  We may be in the middle of reading / discussing a novel or story.  Perhaps you’ll be expected to analyze a given chapter or portion, hopefully discovering something unique.  Maybe you’ll have a prompt to prepare for. 

3.  Or, the beast of beasts, you’ll come to class Friday, having read something.  I will call your name.  You will have 3 minutes to prepare an argument on a reading.  Improv is a delight!

CAVEATS:

A.  When you present, the rest of the class must be against you.  Since you are the expert it wouldn’t make sense for me to help you, so I’ll assist the other 30 challengers.  You will hold your own, so don’t worry.  We will all be respectful to each other.  But understand you are the champion, and it is up to the class to dethrone you or make you earn that title. 

B. It doesn’t matter much if you win…all the power to you if you do…but what does matter is that you are prepared, quick to reference the text, quick to defend.

C.  It is my intent to do these cerebral gladiatorial events every Friday, one or two students performing.  The consequence is that the grade for it may be blank (excused) for a long time.  Perhaps, depending on class size, even going into the next semester.  But hang in there, everyone will eventually have the opportunity to defeat the challengers.

RUBRIC:

Professionalism:	_____	5
Analysis choice:		_____	15
Use of textual reference:_____	20
Defense:		_____	15
Victory: 		_____	5

Volunteer 1:  What is the most important sentence in Clockwork as it pertains to the overall theme of the book?
Volunteer 2:  What is the most important sentence in Huck Finn as it pertains to the overall theme of the book? 



Incorporate realistic dialogue in a dramatic scene (traditional—Hemingway is your best model)
or dialogue within what is actually internal monologue, and therefore is not in a dramatic scene
(nontraditional—Kincaid is your best model);
• Incorporate a third- or first-person point of view that is not meant to be obvious in and of itself
(traditional—O’Connor, Carver, Hemingway) or a third- or first-person point of view in which
a narrator or character is intrusive and tells the reader how to read the story (nontraditional—
MacLeod or Atwood);
• Incorporate everyday, natural objects as symbols (traditional—Hemingway, Carver, O’Connor)
or use self-conscious, overt symbols that are pointed out to the reader by either a narrator or a
character, or are so melodramatic that they are farcical or magical (nontraditional—Garcia Marquez
or MacLeod); and
• Use a plot form that is chronological and that follows the Initiating Circumstance–Rising Action–
Climax–Denouement traditional form (Carver and O’Connor are your best models) or a plot form
that calls attention to itself as a plot and that doesn’t follow the traditional IC–RA–C–D form
(Atwood and Borges are good models here).
