Book Club			SENIOR AP ENGLISH				FALL 16

New Perspectives:

As a senior in high school, you perch on the edge of a defining moment in life: the point, only a few months away, when you will fly off into the world under your own power.  During these months, you will continue to learn to think, read, and write in ways that will carry you forward the next few years. Part of your training is breaking out of your insulated experience by examining the struggles of others, and seeing life through their perspectives.  The books I have chosen for the classes to read and discuss all offer new and thought-provoking ways of looking at the world, either through their style or by allowing us to share lives that contrast sharply with our own.  These books are not chosen to promote nay agenda, but simply to offer you a window on the world, and an opportunity to talk about these perspectives with other students.  In order for it to be most effective, you MUST read the entire book, think about it, and do the preparation necessary to make your time in class truly rewarding.

Sign up for a discussion group for one of the following novels:

Twain, Mark		The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
McCarthy, Cormac.	The Road
Albee, Edward		Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Vonnegut, Kurt.	Slaughterhouse Five
Williams, Tennessee.	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Atwood, Margaret.	A Handmaid’s Tale

To prepare for your discussion of the book you and your group members have read, come to class with the following:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A clear statement of the meaning of the work (include examples with a bit of explanation) On the last day of Book Club, you will write an open question essay on your book.
· Quick write-up on 2-3 key characters, what they represent, and why / how the author uses them.
· Write 3 interpretive questions that can lead to good discussion in your group.  Feel free to develop these questions from aspects of the book that puzzled you, but be sure they are not factual, or simple yes/no questions.
· Write 3 questions the novel makes us ask.

Remember, you are reading this book to add to your literary cerebral library.

***You will take a quiz on day one or the day before.
 
