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Course Description:							
This course is an introduction to the United States and Arizona political systems.  This course will provide students with information that will help them to take an active role as a citizen in this country.  This course is aligned with Arizona College and Career Ready Standards and/or national content standards and supports school-wide efforts to increase student achievement.

Course Objectives:
By the time the student completes this course of study the student will know or be able to:
· Explain the origins of government.
· Compare and contrast different forms of governments and economies.
· Describe in detail the election process.
· Explain the role and powers of the three branches of government.
· Interpret and analyze the rights protected by the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions.
· Analyze current events in state and federal government and politics.
· Describe the benefits of volunteering in American society.
· Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
· Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Classroom Rules and Consequences:
In order to maintain an excellent learning climate in our class, students will be expected to adhere to the following guidelines:
· Respect others. “Others” includes fellow students, the teacher, substitutes, guests… everyone.
· Be prepared.  Students will come to class on time with all required materials.
· Follow school rules.  All school rules, as outlined in the student handbook, will be enforced.
· Participate in class each day.  Participation points are awarded daily.
Grading:
Assessments (tests, quizzes, projects)					50%
Class work, bell work, homework and participation			20%
Community Service							10%
Final Exam								20%

Report Cards
In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting program (PowerSchool) district schools will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless requested by individual parents. To request a hard copy of your student’s report card, please contact the front office at 623-376-3000.  To receive your PowerSchool login, please stop into the office with a valid photo ID. 

Power School Online Access:
Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access code.  Access codes are available in the Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 AM– 3:30 PM. You may check student progress regularly on the PowerSchool site using the same login for one or more students.  For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians without home computer access, a computer with guest log-in capability is available in the Counseling Conference Room.
Academic Assistance/Office Hours:
In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, additional assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly basis both by MRHS and individually by instructors. These office hours will be posted in the classroom and/or on my website at the start of each week. I will demonstrate to the students how to find my availability each week. I also encourage your son/daughter to write down my availability each week in their Mountain Ridge planner (provided by the school) so that you, too, are aware of my weekly availability.

Make up Policy: Refer to my website calendar for any make up work or online notes.

Absences: After an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed to make up work/tests, regardless of the number of days absent. If many days were missed, please schedule an appointment with me to formulate a plan for the completion of make-up work. Make-up work for extended absences (over 3 days) may be requested through the Counseling Office and picked up there.  

Daily Device Use (iPads)

Red: No device use allowed.  Devices are to be off and put away.  If a device is out and being used at this time, students may receive disciplinary consequences and/or zeroes if appropriate.  This environment may be necessary for testing or non-electronic based assessments.

Black: Limited device use allowed.  Students may use devices in accordance with teacher instruction in a prescribed manner.  Students may be asked to place devices face down on their desk until appropriate to use.  Teachers may ask to see students’ open apps and require that all apps are closed with the exception of a specific one or two.  Games should not be open in this environment unless the teacher indicates a specific game may be used.

Green:  Open device use.  Students may use their device independently to take notes, complete assignments, conduct research, communicate with the teacher, check grades, and other appropriate educational uses of the device.  Students should not access inappropriate content or cause disruption in this environment.

Devices may not be used to record or take photos of other people without their consent.  Consequences for classroom disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a progressive discipline model, beginning with a phone call home and progressing to office referrals for repeated or more serious offenses. Students who have devices out during a Red environment or during testing, may lose credit on their test or quiz.  See the Student Rights and Responsibilities consequence chart in the handbook for more specific descriptions of infractions and consequences.

Firestarter
Students will all be responsible for having a “Firestarter” journal. This bound folder should be used only for journal work and should be kept separate from all notes. Stapled papers or unbound papers turned in as a journal shall receive a zero. If a student has difficulty obtaining a Firestarter they should come see me.

Retake Policy:
The policy for retakes in the Social Studies Department is that one test may be retaken per semester with proof of remediation.  Remediation and retake date and time will be determined by and scheduled with the teacher.

Integrity and Character Counts: 
 Integrity is vital to the learning environment.  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled in accordance with the MRHS student handbook.  While there are many different ways to cheat or plagiarize, please be aware that activities such as sharing material, copying work, falsifying community service hours and posting information on a web site are considered cheating.  Students who choose to cheat and or plagiarize will receive no credit for that work and will face further consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. Cheating on any part will result in a zero for the entire assignment or project. 

**  I have read and understand Mr. Rossi’s classroom expectations and policies described above. This syllabus may also be accessed online at www.dvusd.org/mrhs-rossi 

__________________________________	______________________________________
Student Name (Print)				Parent /Guardian Name (Print)

__________________________________          ______________________________________
Student Signature				Parent /Guardian Signature



The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the Superintendent's Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000.
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