College Planning Timeline
MRHS Code is 030153

__ Use on college applications, scholarship applications and on ACT and SAT registration

Freshman Year

August

__Get involved!  This is your high school experience—make the most of it!!!
__Follow the counseling office on Twitter: @MRHSCounseling
__Follow the counseling office on Instagram: mrhs_counseling 
__Ask parents to attend academic expectations night
__Attend Club Rush and get involved in a club of interest

__Attend fall sports parent night

__Create a Raise Me account to ensure you are earning scholarship money for college while in high school
October
__Ask parents to attend parent College 101 workshop

__Ask parents to attend parent-teacher conferences

__Attend curriculum fair to learn about courses for upcoming school year

November

__Meet with your counselor to create a 4 year plan in AzCIS and update your ECAP with your college and career goals in mind 
__Select classes for next year based on your college and career goals

__Attend AP/dual enrollment information night

Summer
__ Engage in community service and volunteer work
Sophomore Year

August

__Follow the counseling office on Twitter: @MRHSCounseling
__Follow the counseling office on Instagram: mrhs_counseling 
__Ask parents to attend academic expectations night
__Attend Club Rush and get and/or remain involved in a club of interest
__Attend fall sports parent night
October
__Ask parents to attend parent College 101 workshop

__Ask parents to attend parent-teacher conferences

__Attend West-MEC orientations
__Attend College and Career Fair to meet with a variety of college reps on our campus

__Attend curriculum fair to learn about courses for upcoming school year

November

__Review and update your ECAP on AzCIS and Transcript to ensure you are have all needed credits and requirements for graduation and college admission.  
__Select classes for next year based on your college and career goals

__Attend AP/dual enrollment information night

December

__Submit West-MEC application if interested

January
__ Update your Raise Me account to ensure you are earning scholarship money for college 

Summer

__ Engage in community service and volunteer work
Junior Year

August

__Follow the counseling office on Twitter: @MRHSCounseling
__Follow the counseling office on Instagram: mrhs_counseling 
__Ask parents to attend academic expectations night
__Attend Club Rush and get and/or remain involved in a club of interest

__Attend fall sports parent night
September
__Begin preparing for ACT and SAT
__Register for PSAT
__Check out the schedule of on-campus College visits and get passes for schools of interest

October
__Take the PSAT
__Ask parents to attend parent College 101 workshop

__Ask parents to attend parent-teacher conferences

__Attend West-MEC orientations

__Attend College and Career Fair to meet with a variety of college reps on our campus

__Attend curriculum fair to learn about courses for upcoming school year

__Register to take the ASVAB. Results are a useful career exploration tool

November

__Review and update your ECAP on AzCIS and Transcript to ensure you are have all needed credits and requirements for graduation and college admission.  
__Select classes for next year based on your college and career goals. If you’d like to remain competitive in class rank, be sure to register for a Science class
__Attend AP/dual enrollment information night

December

__Submit West-MEC application if interested

January
__ Update your Raise Me account to ensure you are earning scholarship money for college 
February
__Take ACT for free at MRHS during school hours
March

__Create a Parchment account with your personalized registration code so that you are able to send transcripts to colleges and scholarship agencies 

__Attend college planning workshops offered through the counseling office during aca-preps

__ Attend Find Your Career Tour
__ Register for ACT if wish to take on April 13th on our campus 

April
__ Register for the SAT 
May
__Register for the SAT test date of June 1st  if taking.  It is offered on our campus that day
__Register for the ACT test date of June 8th if unhappy with your February scores

__AP exams given this month

__Make appointments to visit colleges and universities during the summer

__Do volunteer work in a field of interest over the summer

Summer
__Athletes who wish to participate in college athletics need to be cleared through NCAA Clearinghouse or NAIA Clearinghouse, whichever applies to your college destination

__Visit college and university campuses

__Decide which colleges and universities to which you will apply

__ Engage in community service and volunteer work
Senior Year

August
__Follow the counseling office on Twitter: @MRHSCounseling
__Follow the counseling office on Instagram: mrhs_counseling 
__Ask parents to attend academic expectations night
__Attend Club Rush and get and/or remain involved in a club of interest
__ Attend Tri-University night @CCV
__ Review your ECAP and Transcript to ensure you are have all needed credits and requirements for graduation and college admission.  This is your life – make this a priority! 

__ Organize your College Application process.  Set up an Email account just for college applications. Avoid using names that are silly or inappropriate. 

__ Keep a college application notebook – store all your important information such as updated transcripts, ACT/SAT scores, etc in this notebook so that it is handy when filling out applications.

__ Know when ACT and SAT tests dates are and, if needed, make plans to take them one last time.
September
__ Attend Private University Night @ Deer Valley District Office Governing Board Room
__ Visit the Mountain Ridge Counseling Web Page to find more information on scholarships, college choices and ACT/SAT information.

__ Meet with college representatives who come to MRHS.  September and October are popular months for both out-of-state and in-state colleges and universities visits.  
__ Talk to your parents about college costs. Visit www.finaid.org or https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/ for financial aid information.
__ Prepare and register for the ACT or SAT if not taken yet or your spring scores are not satisfactory.

__ Apply on-line. Fee waivers to Arizona universities are available from counselors for students who qualify.

__ If applying to out-of-state universities, check to see if The Common Application is used.

__ If Letters of Recommendations (LOR), are needed, be sure to pick up a packet from your counselor.  Remember, LOR packets must be submitted and an appointment scheduled with your counselor at least 4 weeks prior to the due date the letter is to be submitted to the university. 

__ If you need to request a Mountain Ridge High School official transcript, you may do so on-line through Parchment
__ If dual enrollment classes have been completed, request transcripts from Rio Salado 
__ Check on-line at the university website for admission status.

__ Continue to visit colleges.

__ Check the DVUSD database website for upcoming scholarships.
October
__ In preparation of completing the Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA), create a username and password called an FSA ID that you’ll use to confirm your identity when accessing your government financial aid information and electronically signing your federal student aid documents 
__ Attend College Goal FAFSA to help you complete the FAFSA  
__ Complete the Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) online beginning October 1st.  Income tax information will be needed; however, you do not need to file your income tax return with the IRS before the form is submitted. Apply by recommended date of January 1st. 
__ Attend the National College Fair to meet with college representatives

__ Attend College and Career Fair to meet with a variety of college reps on our campus
__ Continue working on applications- check deadlines!

__Continue checking the Mountain Ridge Counseling Wed Page to find more information on scholarships, college choices and ACT/SAT information.

__ Meet with college representatives who come to MRHS.  
__ Continue checking the DVUSD database website for upcoming scholarships.

November/December
__ Submit all applications before their deadlines.  Know when applications are due.

__ If you plan to live on campus, check the deadlines for applying for housing and the deposit required.

__ Winter break is a great time to make final college visits and narrow your choices.

January
__ Don’t forget to submit your FASFA by recommended date of January 1st! 

__ Continue to search for scholarships.

__ Meet with college representatives who come to MRHS.
__ Update your Raise Me account
February/March

__ Continue to search for scholarships.

__ Meet with college representatives who come to MRHS.
__ Attend Community College/Career Night @ CVV
April
__ Review acceptance and financial aid packages. Use this Award Letter Comparison Tool 

__ Visit colleges again, if needed, before your final decision.

__ Continue to search for scholarships.

__ Notify the counseling office by April 15th of any scholarships and awards/recognition received, so that you can be in the awards booklet and be recognized at the Senior Awards Ceremony!
May

__ Attend Senior Check-out for all important information before graduation ceremony.

__ Notify the college of your choice of your acceptance and return appropriate paperwork.

__ Take AP exams if you are eligible.

__ Attend the Senior Awards Ceremony  
__ At senior checkout, request final transcript be sent to the university you plan to attend.
__ Request final transcripts on-line through Parchment
__ Request Rio Salado transcripts if you have taken dual enrollment classes.
__ Graduate and enjoy the payoff of all of your hard work!!!
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