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Hillcrest Middle School                                                                                           Elective and Exploratory Options



                                                                                   Career Action LABS I & II                                                     Career Action Labs is a quarter long class designed by Paxton/Patterson to introduce Health Science Careers. Students will participate in two of the nine modules: Biomedical Engineering, Dentistry, Emergency Medical Technician, Forensics, Medical Imaging, Nursing, Sports Medicine, and Therapeutic Services & Veterinary Medicine. Five of the top ten projected jobs by demand for the next decade are healthcare specific fields. Paxton\Patterson developed Health Science Careers to address a wide range of skills and give students hands-on experience doing tasks common to each career. Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students, 
Welcome to Hillcrest Middle School’s Elective and Exploratory Program.  Exploratory classes are either a quarter or semester long, and provide opportunities for students to explore classes such as Computers, Career Action Lab (medical career lab), Performance and Literary Works, or General Music.   Our elective classes are full year classes that include Art, Band, Chorus, Spanish, S.T.E.M. (Gateway to Technology), and Creative Publications.  A brief description of each Exploratory and Elective course has been provided below.  If you have any questions about any of the classes feel free to reach out to our counseling department chair Renea Herold.                                                     
Renea Herold – Email renea.herold@dvusd.org   Phone Number (623) 376-3319.  

Exploratory Rotation 
(Students will rotate through different exploratory classes selected at Random)




PERFORMANCE & LITERARY WORKS
This nine-week course explores the fundamentals of drama instruction, training, and performance. Students will perform theatrical project-based assignments that provide the foundations of drama ranging from acting, script writing and analysis, setting and production.  Students will also explore improvisation and public speaking to gain confidence and experience while speaking in front of small and large groups.


General Music I & II
This course will allow students to continue to develop performing skills and content knowledge. In addition to performance, student outcomes will include knowledge of music structure, elements, historical style, and notation. Students will have opportunities to improvise and compose rhythms and melodies, perform on instruments, and sing music












.

ART I & IIFull Year Elective Courses


In this process-based art class students will study the importance of following the steps it takes to create successful works of art. Students will experiment and create with a variety of media and techniques including, but not limited to pencil drawing, collage, printmaking, painting, clay, and sculpture. Students will complete daily drawing assignments in their art journal, increasing overall artistic ability. Students will also be expected to write critiques and reflections, as part of the artistic process.

BAND I & II
Band is a performance based course for wind and percussion students with previous playing experience.  Students without playing experience will only be enrolled with special permission after meeting with the Band director.  Students in each group are assessed through a combination of daily participation, home practice, concert attendance, class preparedness and district performance assessments.

Chorus I & II
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chorus is a performance-based course designed to provide seventh and eighth grade students with the opportunity to receive a positive musical experience.  Students learn note and rest values, increase vocal production and sight-singing skills, learn two and three part harmonies, and improve their listening skills.  They perform many different singing genres and musical forms throughout the school year.  

Creative Publications (8th Grade Only) 
Students will collaborate on a variety of hand-on centers in which they will create and maintain various forms of multi-media communications for Hillcrest.  Students will learn the skills that are used in the career world of media publications including, but not limited to journalism, photography, computer graphics, marketing, advertising, community service, public speaking and more.  Students will develop a sense of responsibility, reliability and organization as they meet continuous deadlines for production of this course. 
S.T.E.M. I & II 
S.T.E.M. - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Using the design process, students brainstorm, research, develop ideas, create models, test and evaluate design ideas, and communicate their solution to solve problems. 
Hillcrest S.T.E.M. incorporates many group projects, and hands-on learning. This course is divided into four main areas of focus: Design and Modeling, Energy and the Environment, Robotics and Circuitry, and Flight and Space.
*note – To take S.T.E.M. II students must complete S.T.E.M. I in 7th grade.   8th grade students are permitted to take S.T.E.M. I if they did not take the course in 7th grade. 

Spanish 1-2 (8th Grade only – for High School Credit) 
This course is taught at the same pace as high school.  Spanish 1 will be completed in the fall and Spanish 2 in the spring.  Students will begin to acquire listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural skills. The study of Spanish will help students understand and appreciate their own language and culture as well as the language and cultures of Spanish-speaking people.  As an added advantage, studies show that learning a foreign language increases scores on college entrance exams.  In addition, Spanish will also help students in the workplace.  The grade the student earns will be the grade of record on his/her high school transcript. No test-out exam will be given.

Physical Education I & II
This course develops the whole individual; physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. As students’ progress, they encounter concepts and information across a spectrum of fitness and sports related activities. They are challenged to not only internalize this knowledge, but to competently apply it, using effective communication modes and through performance of various strategies, tactics, skills and techniques.
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