[bookmark: _GoBack]Differences between IDEIA (Chapter 14) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act (Chapter 15)

	Issues
	Section 504
	IDEIA (IEP)

	Responsibility
	General Education
	Special Education


	Who Oversees?
	Building Administrator
	IEP case manager (special education teacher)


	Service Tool
	Accommodations and/or Services outlined in a Service Agreement

	Individualized Education Program (IEP)

	Population – what constitutes a “disability?”
	Identifies student as disabled if he/she meets the definition of qualified persons with disabilities (i.e., has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a major life activity). SCASD requires a medical/psychological diagnosis

	Identified as meeting definitional criteria for one of the 13 disability categories AND evidences a need for specially designed instruction = modifications to the curriculum. Evidence of failure to learn at expected rate of peers is required.

	Documentation/Plan
	Requires a written accommodation plan. “Appropriate” means an education comparable to the education provided to nondisabled students. Accommodations are designed to “level the playing field” between disabled and non-disabled students.

	Requires the district to provide IEPs. “Appropriate” education means a program designed to provide educational benefit. 

	Accessibility/Access to Curriculum
	Has regulations regarding building and program accessibility, requiring that reasonable accommodations be made
	Requires that modifications be made, if necessary, to provide access to a free appropriate public education



	Evaluations
	Evaluation draws on information from a variety of sources in the area of concern. SCASD requires a medical/psychological diagnosis. Decision made by a group knowledgeable about the student, evaluation data, and options for support.

	A full comprehensive psychoeducational evaluation is required, assessing all areas related to the suspected disability. The student is evaluated by a multidisciplinary team or group.



Additional Notes:

Accommodations versus Modifications
· Accommodations = tools and procedures that provide equal access to instruction for students with disabilities. Designed to lessen the effects of the disability by “leveling the playing field” between disabled and non-disabled students. 
· Modifications = changes made to the instruction that students receive to produce an educational benefit. Designed to close the learning/achievement gap between students with an educational disability and those students without a disability in general education.

Specially Designed Instruction = adapting the content, method, or delivery of the curriculum.
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