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	Mount Nittany Elementary School PTO Meeting

September 20, 2012


MINUTES
The meeting was called to order at 6:49 pm by President Kathryn Bainbridge.  Everyone in attendance introduced themselves. 
President’s Remarks:  We will be making an effort to end the PTO meetings at 8:00 pm since the childcare provided by the Girls Scouts will end at that time. 
Elections of New Officers:  A motion was made by Dustin Brackbill to nominate Rachelle Coffey as Co-President and Beth Adams as Treasurer; seconded by Mindy Sabol.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Dues Structure for 2012-2013:  A lot of discussion has focused on fund-raising activities and the dues for the year.  Last year, dues brought in about $1,000.  A motion was made by Anne Campbell to have a $0 dues structure for 2012-2013; seconded by Jamie Cunningham.  The motion passed unanimously.  We will send a note to families regarding donations and will indicate how much was provided per activity last year and the amount per student.  
Principal’s Remarks:  Mrs. Latta remarked how delightful the students have been and how the school year has been very smooth so far.  Half of the incoming kindergartners attended the summer camps which were very effective.  The back-to-school night went very well.  Was the 30-minute time period in the classroom enough?  The school-wide Positive Behavior program has been interesting and the students have selected a variety of rewards.  Seven of the bus drivers today got tickets to give to students.  The school very much wants the students to get very excited about the program.  The date of October 20 has been set for orientation for those students who may have missed the first two weeks of school.  The school will do a review if the program in January and may have the students do a video.  Mrs. Latta has given the PTO officers permission to attend the monthly staff meetings to see how we can work most effectively with the teachers, receive funding requests, and make sure that we meet the needs of the school.
Reading and Approval of Minutes:  The minutes will be posted on the website as soon as they have been approved by the officers and the agenda and budget sheets for the upcoming meetings also will be posted.  The website will be updated as often as possible; all changes and suggestions should be sent to the PTO Secretary, Lisa Davis at lad3@psu.edu.  Several 
changes were made to the May 10, 2012 minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes, pending the changes, was made by Anne Campbell and seconded by Mindy Sabol.  The motion passed unanimously.  The revised minutes will be posted to the website. 
Reading and Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  The summary for the 2011-2012 school year presented by Treasurer Beth Adams showed the following:  the year started with a balance of $8,600, we took in $39,800 and had expenses of $43,400 for a balance of $4,996.24 in June 2012.  There has not been much activity so far for the 2012-2013 school year.  To date, $380 has been received for orders for Sprit Wear and $421 was expended on the t-shirts given to the kindergartners.  The current balance is $4,980 balance.  A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Jane Nelson; seconded by Dustin Brackbill.  The motion passed unanimously.
Fundraisers for 2012-2013:  Kathryn Bainbridge reiterated that a letter soliciting donations will be sent out.  Tait Farm does a fundraising event that gives 30% of sales from the day to the school and holds an open house for the school in the evening.  The date that was proposed is October 25; we may want to look to early November to take advantage of the holiday.  We need to check to see if the 30% is on all products or just on the Tait Farm items.  A motion to participate in this program was made by Anne Campbell and seconded by Lisa Edwards.  The motion passed unanimously.
Mindy Sabol offered to chair the Great American Fundraiser.  

Rachelle Coffey has offered to do a fundraiser through thirty-one and would donate her consultant fee (25% of sales) to the PTO.  Thirty-one just got permission to use the Penn State logos and already has approval for Spirit Wear.  The gifts from thirty-one could be used as prizes for the Vera Bradley Bingo and other activities.  A motion was made by Tanya Labosky to move forward with thirty-one; seconded by Mindy Sabol.  The motion passed unanimously.

Marianna’s Hoagie Sale:  Beth Adams volunteered to chair the committee with help from Mindy Sabol, Tanya Labosky, and Susan McWhirter.  Beth will check to see if we are too late to hold this fundraiser.
Car Magnets:  The PTO will start the process and get the information out.

Cats Meow:  Details and pricing will be coming for this Mount Nittany Elementary collectable item.

Letters of Communication:  None were presented for review.
Committee Reports:  Kathryn Bainbridge reported that the PTO has had an amazing response to the request for volunteers.  Final lists of committee 
volunteers will be sent to the committee chairs after the deadline of September 20 for receipt of information. 
A. Spirit Wear:  Jamie Cunningham reported that the forms are coming in but not as many have been received this year as last. 
B. Scholastic Book Fair:  Ericka Ahn is the chair of this committee.  The dates for the fair this fall are October 17-19.  An evening event will be held on October 17 and books will be on sale from 8:00 am-4:00 pm on October 18-19 when the school is closed and the parent/teacher conferences are taking place.  Another event will be held in the spring, potentially during the week of April 29-May 3.  This will be a BOGO event.
C. Barnes & Noble Book Fair:  Dustin Brackbill and Anne Campbell are chairing this event which will be held on November 10.  The event last year brought in about $750. 
D. Box Tops for Education:  Caren Bloom-Steidle is chairing this event again this year.  Last year, this fundraiser brought in almost $2,000 (almost 20,000 boxtops)!   Caen’s plan is to distribute a Halloween- for fall-themed boxtop collection flyer.  The first deadline is during October 25-November 1.  Caren may ask the volunteers for this committee to help in counting the boxtops.  If any of the volunteers can figure out the click and earn, and other online earning methods, that would be great.  March is the last month that they count our earnings for the school year.  Last year, the boxtops collected were counted by grade and the winning grade earned a pizza party.  This was a big success and Caren is hoping we can do it again starting right after winter break.  She thinks we can earn over $2,000 again this year.
E. Labels for Education:  This is new this year.  The PTO does not get cash but we get points to purchase items such as gym equipment. 
F. TerraCycle:  This also is new this year; the PTO gets $.01 per Capri juice pouch.  
G. Giant A+ for Education:  No report.
H. Empties4Cash:  Lisa Davis reported that a check was just received and that we have enough toner cartridges to send another box. 
I. Hospitality:  Mindy Sabol reported that she will be planning something for the fall to kick off the school year.  There continues to be interest in putting up tack strips outside of the classrooms.  Mrs. Latta will check on this.  
J. Family Fun Nights:  Discovery Space is reaching out to PTOs for evening events and will designate a month as “Mount Nittany Elementary School Month.”  These activities are being chaired by Elaine Sanders.  We also may want to consider activities at Happy Valley Mini Golf and Penn Skates.  Arianne Stephenson has offered to take the lead on these activities with help from other volunteers.

K. Exploration Fair:  No report.
L. Ice Cream Social:  No report.
M. 5th Grade Party:  No report.

N. Yearbook:  Jennifer McCann reported that she is getting the materials together and that photographs can be submitted through the online portal.  A note about this with the link to the portal will be posted on the MNES and/or PTO websites.  We may want to consider having one to two pages of ads at the back of the yearbook or having parents place paid notes about their children. 
O. PTO Newsletter:  No report.
P. Author Visit:  Dustin Brackbill reported that he is interested in bringing in three authors during the school year.  Two authors, Martha Freeman and Jodie Moore, are local which will lower our costs.  Those visits will be planned for some time around the Barnes & Noble bookfair.  He is working on scheduling a more nationally know author, such as Dan Guttman, who will participate by Skype so the PTO will not need to pay for travel.  The cost for the three visits is estimated to be $1,000 less than it cost last year to bring in one author.  
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business to discuss.

New Business

A.
Funding Requests

Mrs. Latta presented five requests for a total amount of ~$2,800.
The request to purchase National Geographic magazines for the students was brought forward again.  One would be given to every student in grades 1-5 for a total cost of $900.90.  Payment needs to be made soon.  A motion to approve the request was made by Mindy Sabol and seconded by Jane Nelson.  The motion passed unanimously.  
A request was made by Dustin Brackbill for $1,150 for the author visits.  These will benefit all grades at a cost of $3.00/student.  Funds in the amount of $500 will be needed in November with the remaining amount due in March.  A motion to approve the request was made by Anne Campbell and seconded by Susan McWhirter.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Mrs. Latta requested $300 for school-wide awards to be presented on Awards Days that will occur in November, February, and May.  She anticipates $100 per day but the cost may not be that much.  Any unexpended funds would be returned to the PTO.  A motion to approve the request was made and seconded by Jen Bortz.  The motion passed unanimously. 
A request was made for $120 to support the Great Pizza Mystery to benefit grades 1 and 2.  The event will take place in November.  A motion to approve the request was made by Anne Campbell and seconded by Mindy Sabol.  A motion passed unanimously. 
A request was made for $360 to support a field trip to Way Fruit Farm.  A motion to approve the request was made by Jennifer Banfield and seconded by Mindy Sabol.  The motion passed unanimously. 

A request in the amount of $900 was made to support the 5th grade trip to Little Buffalo Camp on June 5 at a cost of $15/student.  A motion to approve the request was made by Laura Rush and seconded by Jenny Spearly.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Teacher Stipends:  This discussion was tabled to the next meeting. 
Announcements
The meeting reminder notices will include a request to bring an item to donate to the classrooms. 
Colonial Press donated the printing of all of the materials for the back-to-school packets.  A huge thank you to the Dry family for that generous donation!
The next meeting will be held on October 11, 2012 in Room 302, Mrs. Burget’s classroom. 
There being no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting made by Anne Campbell; seconded by Ericka Ahn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Davis, Secretary
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