Career and Technical Center, General Advisory Committee

Minutes

October 31, 2007
Chatters Café
Members Present: Ken Slocumb, chair; Patricia L. Best, Elizabeth Dutton, Wallis Lloyd, Jon Downs, Paul Heasley, Shelly Ishler, Carolyn Foust, Cheryl Johnson, Christopher Shinham, Kelly Pifer.
New Members Present:  Robert Conn, Ray Chambers, Frank Harden
Members Absent: Marcia Kramer, Kenneth Gray, Pat Knobloch, Jerry Dittmann, Steve Moyer, Gina Mazza.
Ken Slocumb began the meeting at 7:32 a.m. 

Introductions:
Ken asked the returning members and new members to introduce themselves and each member did so stating their name and position.  

Grant Up-date:
Carolyn informed the committee that the CTC has received the following grants for 2007-08; the Perkins (Federal) Grant- $65,481, Equipment Grant (State)-$10,000 and a Child Care Curriculum Grant (State)-$14,650.  
She told the group that the major priority for the Perkins grant is to improve our students’ academic performance.  The grant provides funds for the salary of a Paraprofessional as well as a portion of the CTC Career Counselor’s Salary. Carolyn described how the Career Counselor, Dr. Jon Downs presented an In-service seminar with the District Reading Specialists and the CTC teachers. 
She said the Equipment Grant will be matched by District Funds to purchase a $20,000 Bi-directional Scan Tool System for the Automotive Technology Program  and the Competitive Child Care Curriculum Grant will fund the Child Care teacher’s professional development; provide time for curriculum planning to integrate national standards for childcare, instructional supplies and a computer or student use.
Fall program highlights
Ag Science Program-
Paul Heasley reported that the “Safe Mapping Program” a digitized map of area farms is almost ready to be use by First Responders, the FFA Chapter is going to be highlighted on the Dish/ Direct TV channel RFD TV and that Allison Hoover won a silver metal in the food science category at the FFA National Convention.  Paul gave the attached power point presentation, “State College High School Biodiesel Project, an integrated approach to Science and Agriculture.”   He described how his partnership with science teacher, William Van der Sluys, to manufacture Biodiesel fuel out of the State College Area High School’s cafeteria french fry oil has integrated many disciplines including Agriculture Science, Science, Math and English. He went on to say that State High is the only high school in Pennsylvania doing work in this area.  The PA Department of Ag Secretary Dennis Wolfe will pay State High a visit on November 8, 2007 to view the project.  At the conclusion of Paul’s presentation Dr. Lloyd mentioned that Penn State was glad to cooperate with the Biodiesel project.  Carolyn commended Paul’s hard work and the partnership between all the disciplines.  Dr. Best said that this illustrates the power of the High School program by bringing together all the components.
Central PA Builder’s Association Partnership-

Carolyn reported on the partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Builder’s Association and the formation of Student Chapter of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) in fall 2007.  The advisor for the NAHB, Beth Quinn, has involved students from Drafting, Woodworking and Building Construction. Many of them and their parents were in attendance at the first meeting.  Dr. Downs said that the NAHB will provide students with an opportunity to network, find internships and job opportunities.  Carolyn also mentioned the partnership with Frank Harden who is currently a representative on the Central PA Builder’s board as well as a new GAC committee member. 
Workplace Foundations Pilot-

Shelly Ishler reported on Workplace Foundations, a pilot program she is developing, to address a shortage in the number of technical program instructional hours that some CTC students accumulate each year.  This pilot is part of a corrective action plan submitted to the Bureau of Career and Technical Education to assure that our programs meet all state requirements.  The program will provide students with an opportunity to receive 60 hours of instruction on topics related to career planning and development, soft skill development and workplace readiness.  Carolyn said this is a program that would require no time out of technical classes or academic classes, thus providing an opportunity to meet the instructional hours requirement without shortchanging students on academic or technical state instructional time. .  Shelly explained that the pilot program involves 10th graders from Automotive Technology, Culinary and Ag. Science who will develop a portfolio along with “soft skills” needed for post graduation.  The first year is voluntary with no credit, the second year the student will receive a half a credit and the third year is the job seeking component.  Workplace Foundations requires 60 hours with a requirement of 16 hours involved in Seminars and 44 hours involved in activities both inside and out of school.  Shelly reported that the parents showed enthusiasm and excitement about the program. Paul related to the group that the portfolio is a very useful interview tool. 
Counseling Activities-
Dr. Jon Downs reported  to promote National Careers in Construction Week, State High’s Building Construction students as well as many others had the opportunity to tour the visiting “Woodmobile” and attend “Into the Lion’s Den” to hear guest speaker Ken Bachman of “Bachman Homes”.  Dr. Downs will be holding a Counselor Orientation on Tuesday November 6th to inform middle school and high school counselors of the CTC’s new Health Professions Program (HPP).  Dr. Downs has invited Jerry Dittmann Vice President of Human Resources at Mt. Nittany Medical Center to speak on “the need for Health Care Professionals in Centre County.”  Jon said to promote National Health Care Careers Week he has scheduled the following “Into the Lions Den” speakers Paul Wagner, Ultrasound Technician, John Rossi, Pharmacist and Marc Lintal, Physical Therapist.  Dr. Downs said there are two “Career Weeks” and Carolyn added that we are posting signs to spread the word to encourage student participation.
Director Retirement & Replacement
Carolyn stated with mixed emotion that for personal reasons, she will be retiring and that she will miss the people and the GAC Committee.  Dr. Wallis asked if she would be staying in town and her response was yes.  Carolyn said she would like to spend time with her family and volunteering in the community.  She reported that the District is in the process of finding a new Director and when he/she comes on board in January she will be a resource until her official day of retirement in March 2008.  Dr. Best stated that Carolyn’s contribution to the growth in this program and curriculum and the outreach to the community have been outstanding and that the hallmark of a great administrator is to have the ideas and be able to facilitate them as she has.  
Action Items

Committee membership appointments-

A motion was made by Ken Slocum to appoint in three new GAC members Bob Conn, Frank Harden and Ray Chambers, it was seconded by Dr. Wallis Lloyd and all were in favor.  The motion carried.  Carolyn thanked the new committee members for their commitment.
Program CIP Code Changes-

Carolyn reported that some CIP codes are not on the “high priority list” making it difficult for programs with those CIP codes to receive grants.  Carolyn explained that she is recommending a change to Engineering’s CIP code, to 15.5999.  The teacher will be required to add this CIP title to his teacher certificate.  He will undergo a credential review to make sure he is well qualified to instruct this program.  She sees no concerns regarding his ability to pass the review.  That process will take place this spring. 
New courses for the Health Professions Program:

Carolyn reported that plans are underway to re-open the Health Professions Program (HPP) in 2008-09.  It will have the following new courses:  Health Science, Medical Office Practice, Patient Care, Introduction to Sports Medicine and Health Professions Clinical Experience.  Existing courses in medical terminology, EMT Certification, Anatomy and Physiology will also be a part of the course sequence.   The recommendation to close out the Cosmetology Program and reinstate the health professions program in 2008-09 was made over 3 years ago by the GAC and supported by action of the Board of School Directors.   

She explained that the HPP combines academic and technical preparation for students who plan to attend post secondary training schools or who are college bound pursuing careers in health care.  It is a 3 year program for students in grades 10-12.  Due to the change in plans for the new facility HPP will share space with the Public Safety Program and classroom space with other classes.  Frank Harden asked if HPP student enrollment would be limited.  Carolyn said that any student can participate but a CTC student who has an identified health career path would be given priority.  She added that enrollment might be limited and like the Automotive Technology Program, students might have to complete an application.  Dr. Downs said there are more requests of Anatomy and Physiology and that there is a hierarchy of students who are able to take the class with seniors being first in line and that an application process may be used to fit the students to the classes.  Carolyn said that there is an increasing demand for Anatomy and Physiology but that would entail more staffing.  Dr. Best said enrollment selection remains a challenge and that, years ago they selected students on a lottery basis but that now selection processes are more thoughtful. Dr. Best added that staffing and space limitations are other challenges for enrollment.  Carolyn said that the mission is to prepare students for careers and although seniors have priority at State High, the State prefers that 10th graders be given enrollment priority to encourage more Program Completers. 
Existing Course Changes

Carolyn requested support for combining PC Systems I and PC Systems 2 to a full year 1.0 credit course because it doesn’t make sense to have students take it over a 2 year period.  A motion was made by Frank Harden to make the change, Chris Shinham seconded it; the motion carried.

 Other Business

Carolyn extended an invitation to all GAC members, especially the new ones to visit classes and CTSO’s.
Carolyn thanked the GAC members and the meeting adjourned at 8:52 A.M.

Next GAC Meeting to be held in the spring of 2008.
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